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 Military blogs have transformed the way we look at war and the military, says U.S. Army 

veteran and military blogger (“Blackfive”) Mathew Currier Burden, author of THE BLOG OF 

WAR: Front-line Dispatches from Soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan (Simon and Schuster; 

September 12, 2006; $15.00). Military blogs—milblogs, for short—give readers an uncensored, 

intimate, and immediate view of the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. “Military blogs”, says 

Burden, “have been an experiment in putting lives that are on the line online.” 

The first milblogs came after the invasion of Afghanistan, when the U.S. military gave 

soldiers internet access. Blogging became the perfect way for soldiers to stay in touch with and 

to tell their stories to their comrades-in-arms, their friends and families, and even the public at 

large. Milblogs were ideal for filling in the gaps that both the media and the military left out of 

the war. For the first time in the history of warfare, the public had access to an immediate, 

uncensored bird’s-eye view of what was really happening on the ground.  

 Unfortunately, the U.S. government is now trying to shut down these blogs and otherwise 

censor them. THE BLOG OF WAR could very well be one of the last real-time records of the 

war told by our troops as they risk their lives. 

 After the death of a friend in Iraq, Burden started his own blog, Blackfive.net, in mid-

2003 to support the troops fighting the War on Terror and tell their stories. Blackfive.net quickly 

became one of the most visited and linked blogs and has won consecutive “Best Military Blog” 

honors in the Weblog Awards. Now, Matt Burden has collected some of the most riveting and 

insightful work by other bloggers in THE BLOG OF WAR. 

 



In it you will meet: 

• The Warriors. Each day they must go into battle “to fight the dragons.”  Readers who 
have never heard a shot fired in anger will come closer to knowing what it’s like to enter 
a known terrorist safe house or patrol the streets of Baghdad. 
 

• The Leaders. Combat leadership can be the toughest and loneliest job in the world. 
“Seldom is the average American subjected to decisions of right and wrong where 
consequences result in death,” says one soldier. 
 

• The Healers. The medics who staunch the blood and patch the wounds of their fellow 
soldiers on the wretched expanses of the battlefield, working feverishly between the next 
bullet and the nearest hospital to keep their buddies alive. 
 

• Heroes from the Homefront. Having a loved one in harm’s way is a very stressful and 
trying experience. Some relatives get help from friends, family, and neighbors. Many 
others, however, especially those on bases or in neighborhoods where everyone is 
deployed, can find themselves struggling alone. 
 

• The Fallen. Not everyone makes it back home: bloggers pay tribute to those who have 
fallen in defense of their country – spouses mourn their husbands, soldiers mourn not 
only their comrades but their Iraqi friends as well, and heartbreaking last letters home are 
shared. 
 

• Homecoming. Soldiers share their poignant accounts of homecoming. Some soldiers 
have been injured and others have wounds that can’t be seen. Words can’t really describe 
what it is for them to come back in one piece and be reunited with their loved ones, but 
THE BLOG OF WAR conveys these emotionally charged moments as few books ever 
have. 

 

Military bloggers offer the public unfettered access to the War on Terror. The public does not 

have to wait weeks or months to hear what’s happened, nor settle for the government’s approved 

messages. In the past, there were only three sources from which the public could learn about a 

war: Combat correspondents, who sometimes wrote in the midst of action but just as often did 

not; government reports, which were often a mix of truth, propaganda and even disinformation; 

and soldiers who gave their own accounts of what they witnessed in letters to friends and family, 

accounts sometimes censored by the military, and always written and received well after the 

fighting had subsided. 

 THE BLOG OF WAR is a remarkable account of men and women as they actually 

experience the trials and tribulations of war on the battlefield, where our soldiers must daily test 

their humanity against harrowing episodes of the horror and fear. Readers are certain to have a 

better understanding and a greater respect for those who risk their lives for their country in these 

most turbulent times. 
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