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Dear Angels, Warriors, Sponsors and Friends,  
 
In the United States, Independence Day, commonly known as the Fourth of July, is a federal holiday commemorating the 
adoption of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, declaring independence from the Kingdom of Great Britain. Inde-
pendence Day is commonly associated with fireworks, parades, barbecues, carnivals, fairs, picnics, concerts, baseball games, 
political speeches and ceremonies, and various other public and private events celebrating the history, government, and tradi-
tions of the United States. Independence Day is the national day of the United States.  The 4th of July signifies freedom. 
 
What is freedom and what makes it so important? Great thinkers, politicians, writers, and artists have debated the meaning of 
freedom throughout history:  
 
"What is freedom? Freedom is the right 
to choose: the right to create for your-
self the alternatives of choice. Without 
the possibility of choice and the exer-
cise of choice a man is not a man but a 
member, an instrument, a thing."  
     — Archibald MacLeish 
 
"The purpose of freedom is to create it 
for others."  
     — Bernard Malamud 
 
"We cannot defend freedom abroad by 
deserting it at home."  
     — Edward R. Murrow 
 
What does freedom mean to you? Do you take the time each day to really think about your freedom?  I challenge you today to 
take advantage of your freedom, by “paying it forward.” A great way to start is to use the Soldiers’ Angels “Random Acts of 
Kindness” cards.  
 
Www.soldiersangels.org/uploads/RandomActsCards.pdf 
 
These cards are business cards for Angel “sneak attacks.”  Use them when you secretly pay for a service member's dinner, buy 
a gift card for the service member in line at the grocery store behind you and ask the cashier to hand over the card with the 
gift card, etc. You can email a copy of this file to a business like Staples.com and they will print beautiful business cards for 
you by the page. Enjoy your freedom—what are you waiting for? 
 
"These little ripples of kindness add up to oceans of greatness."                                                                                   
     — Patti Patton Bader 
 

 
 
Wingtip-to-wingtip, 
 
Shelle Michaels, National Communication Officer  
ShelleMichaels@SoldiersAngels.org 
www.facebook.com/soldiersangelsofficial 
www.twitter.com/soldiersangels 
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The Voices of The Angels 
Dear Angels, 

I heard a quote the other day that got me thinking: “Facebook is 
the largest experiment in anarchy the world has ever seen.”   

That’s probably right, but like many things in life, it has its good 
side and bad side. 

On the good side, Facebook and other social networking tools 
have been wonderful for Soldiers’ Angels, helping us work to-
gether and allowing us to connect with others who support our 
heroes.  We use it not as a “personal diary,” but as a way to inter-
act one-on-one to fill troop and family needs.  The “anarchy” of 
Facebook allows anyone with a good idea or a way to help to step 
up and be heard! 

Unfortunately, anarchy also empowers people with bad intentions 
to create a great deal of negativity.   This negativity can sap en-
ergy, hurt hearts, and damage both work/volunteer relationships 
and friendships. 

At Soldiers’ Angels we see that negativity, such as those who at-
tack Drum Hike when they don’t know that Troy is doing it all as a 
volunteer… or the rude things said to Angel volunteers and put-
downs of the troops… or I see commenters jump to conclusions, 

always taking the negative interpretation on anything they read.  Recently I even saw an amazing musician who was donating 
online profits from a song saluting the troops be accused of war profiteering! 

I’m tough and so is my family and Angels whose hearts are strong, but attacks and negativity can hurt the mission of all of us 
who want to win, suppressing creativity and sapping spirits.  Experts in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan say that the real 
“center of gravity” is the people back home, the strength of the hearts of those who love our troops.  We must do everything 
we can to stay strong and to keep our troops strong.   

To beat the negativity about our troops and their supporters, and to counteract the way some people attack others without 
thinking, please join me to make social media like Facebook use its “anarchy” for good, for positive things.  Please join me in 
posting or sharing one positive thing on new media per day so that the good and positive outweigh the negative and hateful!   

We can always disagree on HOW we work to support the troops, but let’s keep out the negativity and keep our hearts strong 
as we work together.  I challenge you to join me in being positive so that good energy over powers negative energy every day 
of the week.  Negativity is like a cancer that can eat us alive, so let’s stand up spread our wings and reach out with love and 
comfort in our hearts every day.  With a positive spirit we can truly move mountains and literally change the world! 

Do Something Positive—do it today, do it tomorrow, and keep on doing it.  Let’s win! 

Wingtip-to-Wingtip, 

 
Patti Patton Bader 
Founder, Soldiers’ Angels 
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Donation Option Announcement 
Soldiers’ Angels has grown and changed since spreading its wings in March of 2003, and 
like any nonprofit organization we are always looking for multiple options to receive mone-
tary donations. 

NOW  you can make a donation by using your cell phone!  All you need to is TEXT the 
word SOLDIERS to 20222 and your donation will be added to your next cell phone bill. 
That’s right—all you need to do is TEXT the word SOLDIERS to 20222  to make a dona-
tion!  Isn’t today’s technology AWESOME?!  

 Of course there is still the typical way by mail or online at www.soldiersangels.org. 

 

http://facebook.com/�
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Angels with “Heart in Hand” 

 

Who would have thought a young man who joined the Army to travel the world, 
serve his country, and defend our freedoms would inspire a movement.  The young 
man and his fellow Soldiers gave his mother, Patti Patton-Bader an idea.  With the 
support of her loving husband, Jeff Bader and their friends, Soldiers’ Angels was 
created in 2003. 
 
Over the seven years Soldiers’ Angels has supported America’s Armed Forces, it has 
changed people’s outlooks and lives—both Angels and heroes they support.  Individ-
ual Angels have been acknowledged and received several awards over the years, but 
the one Angel who brought this idea to reality has received quite a few awards and 
certificates…. 
 
So, it was no surprise that Patti Patton-Bader and Jeff Bader were honored at the 
Unity Center Golden Plate Awards Gala in their old hometown of Pasadena.  Patti 
and Jeff received the Our Heart in Hand Humanitarian Award for their tireless work 
in support of the troops.  Actor David Arquette was the keynote speaker and local 
TV entertainment reporter George Pennacchio was the master of ceremonies. 
 
In addition to Heart in Hand, Soldiers’ Angels received a number of other awards 
and recognition, including awards from:  
 

 Congressman Adam Schiff - Special Recognition of Outstanding and Invaluable Service to the Community 
 

 Congressman David Dreir - Special Recognition for Outstanding Service to the Community The county of Los Angeles, 
Commendation Supervisor Michael Antonovich – “In recognition of dedicated service to the affairs of the community 
and for the civic pride demonstrated by numerous contributions for the bene-
fit of all the citizens of Los Angeles County. 

 

 Anthony Portantunu on behalf of California State Assembly – Certificate of 
Recognition for receiving the Heart in Hand award, “Your efforts to insure that 
‘No Soldier Goes Unloved’ are admirable and worthy of this great honor.” 

 

 California Assemblyman Anthony Adams - Certificate of Recognition 
 

 City of Arcadia Mayor Peter Amundson – Certificate of Commendation “for 
outstanding service to the community.” 

 

 California State Senator Bob Huff – Certificate of Recognition “in honor of your 
selfless dedication and valuable contributions that benefit Foothill Unity Center 
and the members of the community.” 

 

 City of Monrovia Mayor Mary Ann Lutz Certificate of Recognition, “Your many 
contributions to the organization and community have truly made Monrovia a 
better place to work and live.” 

 

 California State Senator Gloria Romero – Certificate of Recognition, “In com-
memoration of your dedicated volunteer service to the community.” 

 
Jeff represented Patti at the event and spoke to the attendees.  "It was an honor and a 
privilege to represent Soldiers' Angels at such a wonderful event," he said afterward.  
The golden plate and nine senate and congressional awards will be displayed at the Soldiers' Angels Support Center in San 
Antonio. 
 
The awards gala raised money for Foothill Unity Center, and was themed “30 Years of Helping People” in celebration of the 
center’s anniversary of providing help to low-income families and the homeless in the San Gabriel Valley (near Los Angeles). 

Jeff Bader accepting the  
Heart in Hand award 

Actor David Arquette, keynote speaker  
for the awards event. 



The Three Hat Angels 
The Soldiers’ Angels Newsletter aims to tell our readers the stories of how we support our heroes.  Occasionally stories or 
news fall through the cracks, especially during busy times such as the winter holiday season. Recently while gathering infor-
mation, Soldiers’ Angel Iris Wilde remembered an old story and submitted it for the newsletter.  

Over the 2009 Holiday Season Angel Iris received a hero’s information from either the TLC Team or the LWT Team. The hero 
was 2LT Christopher.  Chris, as Iris calls him, kept writing letters as well as sending an occasional email, and Iris always asked 
him if his unit needed anything.  It took him a while for Chris to open up, but he eventually wrote, "By the way, I’m trying to 
find a company that will embroider some fitted baseball caps for my platoon.  I’ll make it my Christmas present to the guys.  
Do you know anyone?” 

After reading Chris’ email, Iris had a talk with herself and this is how it went: “Iris, don't EVEN get involved here...this is way 
too big for you to handle!"  But it was Christmas time and she got to thinking, "How many times do you get to make an entire 
UNIT happy?"  

After that short conversation with herself, Iris decided to test the waters and see what she could do.  The first step was into 
an embroidery shop to see if she could find what she needed.  Then it was onto step two: Angel Iris pulled out her email ad-
dress book and emailed fellow Angel Faye Nettles in Florida about the hat request. Angel Faye knew another fellow Angel who  
had an embroidery machine, Soldiers’ Angel Karyn Marvino.  Karyn wasn't sure if it could be done in time, due to Christmas 
fast approaching and the deadline necessary for shipping, so she talked to a couple other people to see what could be done 
and finally agreed to help fulfill this request. 

“To make a long story short, I paid for the caps in honor of my Sweetheart Marine who is not alive now but will always be my 
‘Forever Sweetheart,’” reported Iris.  “They had to be fitted caps—no Velcro—that took a day of searching to find what we 
wanted exactly.  The caps were quality and I know because Karyn made one for me as well and sent it to me. She also made 
a quilt for “our LT” and some baked goods. She also paid for shipment.”  

Once the hats were on their way, Iris sent an email that said, "Thank you for letting us know that they arrived safely. Your 
money is not accepted here, Chris.”  Shorty after Christmas 2LT Christopher replied, "This is a picture of my platoon wearing 
them on Christmas Eve (we couldn't wait another day). They turned out really well. You'll also be able to see our FOB in the 
background (that's pretty much the whole thing). Merry Christmas.”  

Thank you to THE THREE HAT ANGELS, Karyn, Iris and Faye for making some heroes’ request come true! 
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2Lt. Christopher and his unit wearing the hats..They are fitted caps per request  
with the flag on the front embroidered in and their logo on back per their request.  
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Memorial Day Tributes  

 

 

When you hear “Memorial Day” or “Memorial Day weekend” what 
goes through your mind? For a good a majority of America, it’s 
BBQ’s, a three-day weekend, school’s out, beginning of summer, 
parties, etc…  But for those Americans who had or currently have 
family or friends in our Armed Forces Memorial Day means so 
much more than just that—especially since some those Americans 
have loved ones and colleagues who have paid the ultimate sacri-
fice for their country. 
 
The thought of our fallen heroes who have paid the ultimate sac-
rifice defending our country probably does go thru the minds of 
Americans on Memorial Day, but the odds are it’s not the first 
thing that pops into many people’s minds when they hear the 
words “Memorial Day weekend.”  
 
On Memorial Day weekend 2010, many Soldiers’ Angels went out 
into the community to spend time with our active heroes and 
their fallen brothers and sisters.  These are some of their sto-
ries…. 
 
For the last three years, Oklahoma Angel Pat Miller has attended 
the Memorial Day at Fort Sill National Cemetery and this year was 
no different.  Pat’s adventure started by meeting a major general 
in a very unique way.  Once the ceremony concluded, Pat went 
into “Angel mode” and prepared to thank our heroes and hand 
put some cards.  “I noticed a soldier in uniform who turned in my 
direction.  Low and behold...two subdued stars in the X-ring! I 
decided to go for it,” Pat wrote in an email.   
 
Cards in hand and wearing her red Angel t-shirt, Pat walked up to 
the soldier who just happened to be a major general, shook his hand and thanked him for his service.  The soldier acknowl-
edged Pat by patting her shoulder and telling her thanks.  Pat went on to explain that she was an Angel of Soldiers’ Angels and 
explained to him what Angels do.  The soldier’s wife was interested, so Pat gave them a card and went on to say, “I’m also the 
Angel for the Warrior Transition Unit (WTU) at Ft.  Sill." The soldier’s face lit up and he replied, "Thank you for supporting the 
soldiers in the WTU." Pat asked if a picture could be taken and the soldier agreed.    
 
After talking with the Major General and his wife, Pat walked toward the stage where she happened to see Oklahoma’s Lieu-
tenant Governor Askins, who was one of Pat’s celebrity contributors for one of the Soldiers’ Angels cookbook, and the Okla-
homa National Guard is already slated to send a brigade to Afghanistan mid-2011.  Pat also spotted a Marine Veteran, his wife, 
and friends that always attend the ceremony at the cemetery and place USMC flags of fallen Marines.   
 
While Pat was visiting her own father’s grave, she got the glimpse of an elderly gentleman and a lady.   
 
"Excuse me, sir.  “I am guessing by your age that you are a veteran, and I want to thank you for your service,” she said.  “He 
told me he went into the Army in 1938, but went into the Air Force after they split  from the Army post-WWII,” she wrote by 
email.  “He retired in 1958.  He told me was 90 years old and visiting his wife's gave who passed away about 2 years ago.  
The woman with him was his daughter, herself a Vietnam-era Army veteran.  I thanked them both, shook hands again and 
said I hoped to see him next year.”  
 
Before heading home, Pat stopped at Burger King to cool off and get a bite to eat. As she finished eating, Pat spotted a gentle-
men in a POW-MIA shirt outside with kids.   “I approached him,” Pat reported.  "‘Excuse me.  I believe this is the day to thank 
you for your service.  I would shake your hand but mine is a little greasy.’ He reached out and shook it anyway.  Then the 
most interesting thing happened...  Before I could say anything about SA, he saw my SA shirt and said ‘Soldiers Angels? My 
girlfriend is an Angel!’ He then related that he and his family had just arrived at Ft. Sill last week from Alaska.  His girlfriend, 
Jennifer, still in Alaska, would join them in a few weeks.  I asked if I could give my contact information to him for Jennifer.  He 
said yes, so I went to get a card.”  When Pat returned with a card this soldier asked Pat if she would talk to Jennifer,  [cont..] 



Memorial Day Tributes….cont. 
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since he was talking to her on Skype.  “I have never 
used Skype before so was not real sure what to do,” 
Pat reported.  “So I just started talking.  Jennifer 
told me she is on Facebook, so told her to ‘friend’ 
me.” 
 
“Isn't technology great! And isn't our Angel world 
really closer than we think! A great ending to a great 
day that could have been really sad for me,” Pat 
emailed. 
 
Last year Soldiers’ Angels set up a table at  Jones 
Beach where Angel Marie Wheeler‐Nicholson met 
the Seitz family who’s son Rick is USAF. This year 
Fred Seitz invited Soldiers' Angels to be at the Air 
Power Museum for the festivities, so they set up a 
table next to Blue Star moms Leslie, Sandra Seitz 
and Shannon. The airpower museum is where all the 
pilots take off for the air show and is open to the 
public. Miss Bernice Falk Haydu was there signing 
books and posters. 
 
Bernice "Bee" Falk Haydu was an engineering test 
pilot and utility pilot for the Women Air Force Stu-
dent Pilots (WAPSs), which was formed in August 
1943 and continued to December 1944.  It gradu-
ated over 1,000 female pilots.  Bee was a WASP for 

only one year before the program was dis-
banded, but she later served as President of the 
Order of Fifinella (the WASP alumnae organiza-
tion) and was instrumental in the fight to obtain 
WWII Veterans' status for members of the group. 
The battle for Veterans' benefits took two years, 
a national media tour and "much midnight oil 
being burned," but the bill was signed into law by 
President Jimmy Carter in Nov. 1977.  
 
An active pilot, flight instructor and aviation busi-
ness owner, Haydu also was instrumental in 
starting a new group, Women Military Pilots, 
which was later changed to Women Military Avia-
tors to incorporate women other than pilots. Her 
WASP uniform can be seen on display at the 
Smithsonian Air & Space Museum in Washington, 
D.C., and she wrote a book detailing her WASP 
experience, entitled Letters Home, 1944-1945. 
For all of her contributions to her country and to 
the field of aviation, Haydu was inducted into the 
Aviation Hall of Fame in 2000. 
 
To All the Angels  who shared their Memorial Day 
Adventures and how they honored ALL of our 
Armed Forces Thank you. To our Armed Forces– 
Present and Past Thank  You  for all the sacrifices 
you have made. 

Bernice "Bee" Falk  and Angel Adele Conner 
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Any parent out there knows about the undeniable bond between 
parent and child, and we’ve all heard the phases “Daddy’s Girl” 
or “Daddy’s Little Girl”—the bond between a father and a daugh-
ter is unique.  Whether the daughter is the oldest, middle or the 
baby of the family no matter how old, she will always be 
“Daddy’s Little Girl.”  Even a half a world away—7,706 miles to 
be exact—a Soldier wants to be there for his “Little Girl” on spe-
cial days. 

Unfortunately, parents in America’s Armed Forces on many occa-
sions miss important moments of their children’s lives. It may be 
part of the job, but that doesn’t mean it’s easy. Fortunately, 
compared to WWI, WWII and Vietnam, today’s technical mar-
vels provide a way for parents to share in those special impor-
tant moments, even from the other side of the world. 

SSgt Edgar Jusino of the Florida Army National Guard was aware 
that he was going to be deployed in December of 2009 and miss 
his daughter Chelsea’s high school graduation. So, before he 
left, he planned a surprise for her that would be revealed the 

day of her graduation. SSGT Jusino visited the High school and taped a video message to his daughter. Only a few people 
knew what SSGT Jusino did and it was kept secret for six months.  The video message said: 

"I have missed many important dates in your life.  For this, I am sorry. I want you to know that I will always be there for you 
in your most hardest, most difficult, most lonely times. I will be there to pick you up when you fall, wipe your knees and 
hands, clean your feet, wipe your tears, give you a shoulder to cry, give you a hug with a kiss.  Chelsea, I am very proud of 
you.  Congratulations! I love you, Dad” 

Thanks to today’s technology, even though SSGT Jusino was 7,706 miles 
away on his daughter’s very important day, he was able to leave a piece of 
him behind for Chelsea on her graduation day . 

Another perfect example of today’s technology  bringing family together 
when a loved one is on a deployment or an “assignment” is Prom 2010, 
which Air Force daughter Brianne Soeder experienced. 

MSGT Brian M. Soeder is the proud father of two beautiful daughters, 
Brianne and Bailey Ellen. He has been in the Air Force for 19 years and—
like most parents in the military—he has missed several of “his girls’” birth-
days, along with the wedding anniversaries. For MSGT Soeder and his fam-
ily, this year was the hardest because  about six months ago he was de-
ployed on a year-long assignment to South Korea and would not be there 
in person for Brianne’s prom night. With the help of today’s technology, 
Soeder WAS able to see and “be there” for prom night. With a webcam and 
a microphone, he talked to Brianne and participated in prom night as his 
wife, Tracy took pictures.  

“But even with Skype and email it’s still a year in my daughter's childhood I 
don’t get back....,” Soeder wrote in an email.  Obviously, any child of a 
member of our Armed Forces would much rather have their mother or fa-
ther in person at certain important moments, but they understand over 
years that this isn’t always possible. Thanks to today’s technology it is pos-
sible for military parents to be more involved in the important moments in 
their families’ lives.   

This story was done to let ALL the sons and daughters of our Armed Forces know that if and when you get frustrated or feel  
alone that your parents –whether your mother or father isn’t able to be there in person for that one special moment that you 
sooo want them to be there for, as long as circumstances permit them too they WILL find away to be there. It may not always 
be in person, but they WILL find a way to let you know that they are proud of you and love you. 

A Father’s Love 

 

Master Sergeant Brian M. Soeder       

Proud Dad MSGT Brian  M. Soeder on webcam  
with his eldest daughter, Brianne, on Prom Night. 

Thank you to MSGT Soeder for permission to share a family story and for the sacrifices  you have made and 
continue to make. Thank you also to AOLNews  for allowing  parts of the original story written by Hugh Collins. 



Who does want or need a little TLC every once and awhile? Even the toughest service member needs a little TLC.  at times.. 

The TLC Team is one of Soldiers’ Angels oldest teams.  Created in 2004, the TLC Team baton has been passed four times, 
starting with own Angel Sara Ehrlich who managed it when the team was first created.  The current TLC Team Leaders are 
Carol Bishop and Angel Hernandez.  “It was created to provide extra support to specific cases where extra support was 
needed and we felt that the assigned angel might not be able to take on the entire situation.  Also to ensure in cases which 
were very sad, that the soldier got some support in case the assigned angel didn’t work out,” Angel Sara replied in an email 
when asked why was the TLC team created Since the creation of the team it has grown into three different teams; Clean 
Team, TLC (feedback), Amy’s QRF Alerts. 

Not only is the TLC Team one of the oldest teams, but it’s the largest, 
because every Angel can be included.  Amy’s QRF Alerts provides TLC to 
groups from as low as five or as large as 7,000 in remote areas with 
small PX/FOBs.  The Clean Team provides a one-time mailing 
of detergent to soldiers in locations where with limited or no laundry fa-
cilities.  The TLC Feedback handles one-time mailing—care packages and 
a single envelope—for those needing support or extra support. 

Every Angel that is involved with any part of the TLC Team deserves rec-
ognition.  Any service member who has is supported by the TLC Team—
let alone the entire Soldiers’ Angels family—the important part is knowing 
and feeling appreciated, supported and loved.  No matter the team, our 
goal is to show support to our heroes.  Each of the three teams that 
comprise the TLC Team is a way for our heroes to receive extra support 
they need, quickly and efficiently.   

TLC (Feedback) is unique in one way, as compared to the Clean Team 
and Amy’s QRF Alerts: Angels  on TLC (Feedback) write to heroes that are stateside.   

Here is a perfect example of how TLC (Feedback) supported and provided much needed TLC to a stateside hero that had quite 
a bit on his mind…  A mother submitted her son, Scott C, to Soldiers’ Angels, which eventually landed Scott with the TLC 
Team when Angels discovered she had leukemia (her fear was he would not receive support while stateside, due to her health 
limitations).  Scott was overwhelmed with Angel love and mail.—even to the point of still, seven months later, having one of 
the biggest and most devoted unofficial fan clubs/support groups around! And Scott’s mom is now in full remission!  

A simple piece of mail can change a hero’s life – a letter, card or note says so much to a hero.  It clearly says, “I CARE! I SUP-
PORT YOU!” Additionally, if an Angel sends a card to a specific person, that doesn’t always mean the recipient is the only one 
that reads the letter, note or card—service members share their mail on occasion.  That very thing happened when Angel Earl 
Moon wrote to Sgt. Candice.  On Friday June 11th, Angel Earl received a note in the mail and has given his permission for it to 
be shared… 

Dear Earl, My name is Dave and I’m an American soldier that received your letter.  Candice is stationed with me and had us 
read it.  Its always nice to hear a normal American day from a normal American that involves a mailman and a dog.  This 
place is anything but normal and hearing that there is still some people out there that give a damn make all this worthwhile.  
I’m originally from the Northwest and have a small family that I miss very much, but am more than willing to leave for while 
to take up a worthy cause.  There seems to be a huge shift in American thinking nowadays and I believe this is a fight worth 
risking everything for.  And its people like you that give us hope whether you are for this fight or not.  You have not aban-
doned us, and something as small as a letter like yours will keep me going for some time.  Thanks.  Dave 

The most important thing the TLC Team wants readers to know is that TLC is open to any and all Angels.  There is no sign 
up—if you can access the forums, you can help TLC (email Lmartin@soldiersangels.org if you need forum help).  TLC is a one-
time card, letter or postcard (unless the you want to continue to write).  Packages are always optional, never required. 

If you are an Angel, you’re already on the TLC Team!  If  you haven’t gone on the forums to check things out, now is your 
chance  you are looking to do more, but only once in while or as you can, then the TLC Team is for you! 
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 Bravo To The King of Horror! Spotlighted Team: TLC Team 

 

If you would like your team to be spotlighted, 
pick ONE member to be interviewed and send 

an email newsletter@soldiersangels.org with 
Subject  Line“ Spotlighted Team.” 

Thank you to Sara Ehrlich,  Angel Hernandez and Carol Bishop for the interview, and to Earl 
Moon for submitting the two stories. For more info, TLCteam@soldiersangels.org. 



Soldiers’ Angels Germany 
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Soldiers’ Angels Germany 

 

If you would like to help with a donation of clothing, personal care items, calling cards or 
Blankets of Hope, please email us at mphillips@SoldiersAngels.org or visit the Soldiers’ An-

gels Germany blog at www.soldiersangelsgermany.org. 
 

MTD, Medical Transient Detachment 
Attn: Soldiers' Angels 

CMR 402 
APO AE 09180 

Afghanistan: In the Shadow of the Almighty 
On right:  Staff Sgt. Edward Rosa reads the Bible and 
extends a cigarette to Pfc. Jorge Rostra Obando, who 
was stunned by an explosion in Afghanistan. One com-
rade was killed and two injured in the blast.  
 
Pfc. Rostran asked the sergeant to read Psalm 91, a fa-
vorite from his childhood. Photo: Ricardo Garcia Vilanova 
for The Wall Street Journal. 
 
Psalm 91 reads in part: 
 
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide 
in the shadow of the Almighty. 
 
I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, my 
God, in whom I trust.” 
 
For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and 
from the deadly pestilence. 
 
He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings 
you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buck-
ler. 
 
You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow 
that flies by day, nor the pestilence that stalks in dark-
ness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
 
A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your 
right hand, but it will not come near you. 
 
Thank you for your support of our wounded warriors 
during these difficult times. 

http://blogs.wsj.com/photojournal/2010/06/09/you-will-not-fear/�
http://blogs.wsj.com/photojournal/2010/06/09/you-will-not-fear/�
http://blogs.wsj.com/photojournal/2010/06/09/you-will-not-fear/�
http://blogs.wsj.com/photojournal/2010/06/09/you-will-not-fear/�
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Sewing Team Information & Contacts  
          

Vice President—Sewing Team Sewing Team Newsletter Germany Blankets of Hope      
Director—Blankets of Hope Karen Giffen Maryann Phillips 
Dee Jerge bohnewsletter@gmail.com mphillips@soldiersangels.org 
blanketsofhope@soldiersangels.org                                                  
djerge@soldiersangels.org Cooling Scarves Crafts Corner/Crochet Team  
 Deborah Delcorio Deborah Delcorio 
Sand Scarves coolscarf@soldiersangels.org         crochet@soldiersangels.org  
Anita Dice 
sandscarf@soldiersangels.org Operation Top Knot 
 Jody Shervanick  
 optopknot@soldiersangels.org 

Sewing Team 

 

 

 
I don't know about your house, but mine typically looks like a Costco warehouse after a l..o..n..g.. weekend! 
 
At any given time there is a stack of boxes in the front hallway, a dining room that is a sewing room (aka hurricane zone), one 
grown child’s bedroom filled with fabric and another with care package supplies... and a garage that is a mini Soldiers’ Angels 
warehouse! 
 
People frequently ask me about my husband Ned in the context of "Well, what does HE do?" I will jokingly respond that he fills 
out the customs forms.  (Well, he does!) 
 
I have trouble putting ALL he does into a sentence, so it's easier for me to give a light response.  But right now I would like to 
take the opportunity to extend a huge thank you to Ned, my beloved husband, and to all the significant others out there that 
"fill out the customs forms." 
 
It's easy to pat Soldiers’ Angels on the back for their love and support for our heroes.  Something as simple as making a blan-
ket is huge to the person who needs a reminder that we love them and have their back.   
 
But we also need to acknowledge our unsung heroes… the ones who pay the bills, eat alone several times a month, pack our 
cars without being asked, step over packages without even noticing anymore, and arrange their calendars around our sched-
ules… and when asked what we "do," talk about us with pride in their voices for our service on behalf of our military heroes. 
 
To all those UNHERALDED Angels out there, including my own, thank you from the bottom of my heart for enabling us to do 
what we do :) 
 

With love, 
 

Dee :) 

 
 
 

DOES HE DO ANYTHING? 



Interview With A Hero: Master Sergeant David Ferguson 
Since Interview With A Hero (formerly Interview With A Soldier) was added in to 
Calling All Angels in April, we’ve featured a variety of stories about how Angel 
support makes a difference.  In this month’s Interview With A Hero you’re going 
to read the story of an Airman who has been serving his country for 24 years: 
Master Sergeant David Ferguson. 

In April 1986, MSgt Ferguson decided two things: that he wanted to travel the 
world and serve his country. He felt the best way for him to do that was to join 
the U.S. Air Force.  Since then, Ferguson has been either deployed or “on assign-
ment” eight times all over the world, with the last two sending him to Iraq. 

In each branch of service, there are many different avenues a service member 
can take.  Each branch usually tries to guide service members into the area the 
service believes will be the best fit, but with MSgt Ferguson he went with what he 
loved: animals.  For 21 of the 24 years in the Air Force, he has worked with and 
around the K9 Units of the Air Force.  When asked what drew him to the K9 units, 
MSGT Ferguson said, “My love for animals and the safety they provide you.”  

Ferguson was deployed before 2003, without an Angel—any service member de-
ployed or sent “on assignment” prior to 2003, did NOT have an Angel because 
Soldiers’ Angels didn’t exist.  Two of his deployments prior to Soldiers’ Angels 
were Desert Storm and Desert Shield.  “Before, sometimes you would go through 
Mail Call and nothing....not a good feeling since you didn't know when or if you 
were coming homer,” Ferguson said.  After Soldiers’ Angels, “there was always a 
letter or box, and you all made it possible for me to take care of so many people 

in lots of locations.” It “absolutely” made deployments better, he said.   

It wasn’t until 2004-2005 that MSgt Ferguson heard of Soldiers’ Angels 
“from a blue star mom and a K9 mom,” Ferguson revealed in the inter-
view.  After learning about Soldiers’ Angels, he signed up to be 
“adopted” while he was deployed to Iraq.  Little did know about “Angel 
mania...”  

MSgt Ferguson received his Angel in a timely manner, along with the a 
few other Angels.  “It was awesome,” he exclaimed.  “I was able to 
take care of not just my Airmen, but everyone that was assigned to 
them. Too—Marines, Sailors and Soldiers  (In K9 units, all services fight 
together),” Having an Angel helped keep him and the men and woman 
he was responsible for very happy, which helped keep them focused.  
This was especially true for those who had no one; when those heroes 
received letters or care packages, it showed them that there are people 
that cared and supported them, which in turn lit them up.   

Angels always do their best at taking care of the hero that they have 
adopted, and on occasion an Angel may also send a care package to a 
team member of their officially adopted hero.  This very thing hap-
pened with MSgt Ferguson and a fellow dog handler.  When asked if he 
had a favorite story about his Angel, MSgt Ferguson replied, “Yes.  I 
was opening a box addressed to me, but it was actually for one of my 
female handlers.  So when everyone was around, all the girly-girl stuff 
was in there and smelled really girly… I didn't live that one down for a 
long time!” 

The main message that MSgt Ferguson wanted to express to Soldiers’ 
Angels was his gratitude.  “So many things to say....you have made some many smile and for one brief moment they were 
able to come out of the war and laugh and smile,” he wrote.  “For that we all are so grateful for all you have done and are 
doing.” 
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A special THANK YOU to Master Sergeant Ferguson for the interview and picture. 
Thank you also for the sacrifices you have made and continue to make. 

If you know of a hero who would like to share their side of how Soldiers’ Angels support helped, please email  
newsletter@soldiersangels.org and put “Interview With A Hero” in the subject field. 
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Proud Marine Mom and Soldiers’ Angel Joy Nordlander busted with pride as  her 
son SSGT David Lang was honor as 1st Marine Division Marine of the Year. Unfor-
tunately SSgt Lang is currently stationed in Afghanistan while he was honored at  
the 7th Annual MCAF (Marine Corp Association Foundation) Awards Dinner. Below 
is the write up from the dinner Program ... 

Staff Sergeant Lang was born and raised in Washington State where he gradu-
ated from South Kitsap High School in 2003 and then joined the Marine Corps, 
attending Recruit Training at MCRD San Diego. Upon graduation he attended Ma-
rine Combat Training (MCT) at Camp Pendleton and then reported to Marine 
Combat Engineer School, CEIC in January 2004. Following his graduation he was 
assigned to 9th Engineer Support Battalion (ESB) in Okinawa. 

In 9th ESB he was assigned to Alpha Company, which was preparing for deploy-
ment in support of Operation Cobra Gold 2004 in Thailand. During the deploy-
ment then PFC Lang served as a Fire Team Leader and was promoted to Lance 
Corporal. During the deployment he volunteered with the 31st Marine Expedition-
ary Unit (SOC) which was beginning their operational workup in July. Following 
his return from deployment, Lance Corporal Lang was assigned to MSSG-31 Engi-
neer Detachment. Prior to completing their SOC qualification the MEU was put on 
a 96 hour notice to support Operation Iraqi Freedom. A month after the Essex 
Strike Group deployed they arrived in the Persian Gulf and began training in Ku-
wait and subsequently moved north to Iraq in support of the upcoming attack on Fallujah. 

During operation Phantom Fury Lance Corporal Lang’s team was assigned to 2nd Reconnaissance Battalion to support the Bat-
talion’s request for direct support Engineers assisting them in their operations in and around the city of Fallujah including sen-
sitive site exploitation and cache reduction in the surrounding areas, primarily Zaidon. In February 2005 the MEU began its 
transition back to the Persian Gulf and in March returned to Japan. Lance Corporal Lang received orders to 7th ESB and ro-
tated off the island in June 2005. 

Upon joining 7th ESB, Lance Corporal Lang was assigned to Charlie Company, and began another workup for the Battalion’s 
upcoming deployment to Iraq. In August 2005 Lang was promoted to Corporal and attended the Corporals Course at Camp Del 
Mar where he received an Honor Graduate Award for his role as a Platoon Sergeant. In March 2006 Charlie Company com-
pleted their operational workup and deployed to Iraq, and subsequently to Fallujah. During the deployment Corporal Lang 
served as a Team Leader and Security Force Commander in charge of the overall security, route selection, and protection of 
the Platoon as they conducted road repair, route reconnaissance, and SWA hut building projects. The deployment for Corporal 
Lang however, was cut short after an Improvised Explosive Device (IED) strike left him unable to walk and in need of follow on 
surgeries in order to repair the damage done by the blast. During his time convalescing in California he completed physical 
therapy and returned to full duty in November of that year. While healing, Corporal Lang served as the Battalion Mail Clerk 
where he received a Certificate of Commendation and was recognized as the 1 MLG NCO of the quarter. In April 2007 Lang 
was promoted to Sergeant and soon after reenlisted requesting orders to a newly reformed 3rd Combat Engineer Battalion 
located at MCAGCC 29 Palms Ca. 

In July 2007 Sergeant Lang reported to Alpha Company 3rd CEB where he served as a Squad Leader during the Company’s 8 
month, pre-deployment training cycle. 2nd Platoon’s initial mission was to serve as the direct support Engineer asset to 2/2 
during their deployment to Iraq, and later changed to provide a direct support Engineer asset to 2/7 for their deployment to 
Afghanistan. 2nd Platoon and 2/7 completed exercise Mojave Viper in March 2008 and immediately set out for Afghanistan. 
Sergeant Lang’s squad served in direct support of Fox Company 2/7 for the duration of the 8-month deployment, operating out 
of the Now Zad area in Northern Helmand Province. During the course of the deployment Sergeant Lang’s Squad was respon-
sible for the mobility and counter mobility of Fox Company, taking the assault element to their objective on over 12 deliberate 
Platoon and Company sized attacks and conducting countless patrols in the area of operations in order to root out the Taliban 
presence that had control of the abandoned city for years. On a daily basis his Squad would face the entire gamut of Combat 
Engineering missions including survivability, sensitive site exploitation, cache reduction, blow in place missions, explosive-
breaching utilizing the APOBS, MCLIC and every UMBC shot in the book, booby traps, early warning devices, and the inevitable 
navigation through an invisible minefield of Pressure Plate IEDs (PPIED) literally surrounding them in the town, forcing the 
Company to adhere to a very strict ranger file mentality even through contact with the enemy presence that had control of the 
abandoned city for years. On a daily basis his Squad would face the entire gamut of Combat Engineering missions including 
survivability, sensitive site exploitation, cache reduction, blow in place missions, explosive breaching utilizing the     [cont.]  

1st Marine Division Marine of the Year: SSGT David Lang 

 



1st Marine Division Marine of the Year…cont. 
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APOBS, MCLIC and every UMBC shot in the book, booby traps, early 
warning devices, and the inevitable navigation through an invisible 
minefield of Pressure Plate IEDs (PPIED) literally surrounding them 
in the town, forcing the Company to adhere to a very strict ranger 
file mentality even through contact with the enemy. 

In December 2008 2/7 returned to 29 Palms where Sergeant Lang 
attended the SNCO Academy Sgt’s Course where he received an 
Honor Roll Certificate for a GPA of 97.5. Upon completion of that 
and other formal schools and training evolutions including Exercise 
Mojave Viper, Alpha Company was once again deployed to support 
the fight in Afghanistan. In April 2010 Sergeant Lang was Meritori-
ously Promoted to Staff Sergeant and within hours was on the way 
back to Helmand Province. Staff Sergeant Lang is currently 2 
months into his deployment and serving as the Platoon Guide for 
Alpha Company 1st Platoon, conducting Route Clearance Missions 
out of Camp Leatherneck Afghanistan. 

Staff Sergeant Lang’s personal awards and recognition include the Purple Heart, Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal 
(with combat “V”), Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (with gold star and combat “V”), Combat Action Ribbon (second 
award), and Good Conduct Medal (second award), 1st Marine Division NCO of the quarter 3rd and 4th quarter (2009), 1st Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force NCO of the quarter 3rd and 4th quarter (2009), 1st Marine Division NCO of the year (2009), 1st Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force NCO of the year (2009), and Combat Engineer NCO of the year (2009). 

Personal qualifications include Military Operations in Urban Terrain (instructor), Combat Hunter (instructor), Explosive Hazard 
Clearance Agent, Rapid Route Clearance (Sapper) Course, Corporals Course, Sergeants Course, and Mission Oriented Combat 
Shooting Course. 

Congratulations , SSGT David Lang!   Thank You to  Angels Joy & Rodger Nordlander for sharing this wonder-
ful news. Your son is in our thoughts and prayers. Thank you for the sacrifices  ALL of you are making. 

The Angel Cupboards Is… 
Did you know Soldiers’ Angels has sent over TWO MILLION care packages? No, that is 
not a misprint.  Since November of 2003 (when Soldiers’ Angels first started), every day 
that our US Post office has been open, care packages have been sent to deployed heroes, 
wounded warriors, veterans and military families. In the care packages are a wide range 
of items from wounded backpacks, handmade blankets, voice-controlled laptops, memo-
rial wreaths, hand-drawn cards from kids, special items for remotely-deployed units, vet 
packs, gifts for new moms with deployed husbands, gifts that deployed soldiers request 
for locals, premade care packages, and so much more! These items and more are pack-
aged every day, steadily and with love to be sent to our heroes, their families, and our 
wonderful veterans. 

Angels are on a roll with the opening of the San Antonio warehouse, our very own ware-
house run by Angels and America’s veterans. The Soldiers’ Angels motto is “May No Sol-
dier Go Unloved,” and for the ball to keep rolling along, your help is NEEDED! The shelves 
that hold everything from toothpaste to a comfy blankets, and everyone’s two favorites—
Girl Scout Cookies and coffee—are in danger of being bare! Help us bounce back by send-
ing donations—both items fill our shelves and monetary donations to assist with paying 
for postage.  To see a list of items that are needed, please visit the website listed below. 
There are several ways you can make a monetary donation: through our website or by mail; just make the check out to Sol-
diers’ Angels and send it to: 

Soldiers' Angels 
1792 E Washington Blvd 
Pasadena, CA 91104 

For the address and list of items needed, please visit: 
http://soldiersangels.org/donating-items.html 
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To Soldiers’ Angels... Cont. Activities and Fundraisers: July and August 

JULY 

4th of July Street Fair - July 4, 2010, 10am - 5pm.  Contact Beth Vandenberg, jandevande@gmail.com 

Eagan July Funfest - July 2-4 roughly 12-8 pm each day. Eagan Community Center, 
1501 Central Pkwy, Eagan, MN 55121. An “awareness booth” will be available with 
info about Soldiers’ Angels, as well as cards/postcards for people to sign. 

Von Hanson’s Brat Stand - July 10-11, 11-6 pm each day. Von Hanson’s, 2141 Cliff 
Road & Cedar Ave, Eagan, MN 55122 (651) 687-9311 

Car Show - July 17, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Braselton Tech Center, 1001 Cherry Dr., 
Braselton, GA 30517  

4th of July Parade - July 4th in Douglasville, GA, 9am-12pm.  SA booths on the lawn 
of the National Guard Armory (on the parade route) to sell SA merchandise, conces-
sions, and have the public sign cards during the parade.  We may also have a float in 
the parade, but it is still being decided. 

Chaffey All 70's Reunion Picnic—Saturday, July 17, 1pm - 6 pm  at 4300 Heather 
Circle Chino, CA.  For more information, contact Donna Stewart at cncca01@gmail.com 

Red, White & Cruise - July 4, 2pm - 9pm at Auto Club Speedway Fontana, CA.  For 
more info, contact Donna Stewart at cncca01@gmail.com 

Lucky Ducky Derby in Landis, NC at the Corriher-Lipe Pool throughout July.  There will be food, fellowship and fun.  Ducks 
can be sponsored at www.luckyduckyderby.webs.com 

1st Annual Charity Concert to Benefit Soldiers' Angels - Hosted by Naples Parrot Head Club, The Resort at Marina Vil-
lage - Tarpon Point is a brand new 5-star, 360+ room, 19 story condo-tel that we would like to fill! The Resort and Naples Par-
rot Head Club in Florida plan to make this an annual event to support our men and women who give so much and to raise 
awareness about SA.  contact Charlotte Kaufmann at 239-699-2774  or go to www.RedWhiteandTunes.com   

Midway Museum - July 3-4, 10am - 5pm, creating Blankets of Hope with 
visitors to the USS Midway Museum.  Contact Deana at cncca22@gmail.com 
for more information on how you can be a part of the fun! 

Lt Dan Band  

Great Lakes Naval Base - July 16 
Cantigny Park - July 17 
Oshkosh Air Show - July 30 
Ft Bragg - July 31,  
Disabled Am Vets Atlanta (TBA)  
 
For more information please visit  the www.ltdanband.com 

August 

Camp Pendleton Sprint Triathalon - August 7, 2010 (tentative), Camp 
Pendleton Marine Base. Contact Anita Dice at anitadice@cox.net  

Wounded Warrior Car Show - August 8 2010, 9am - 3pm  at Wyotech's 
Campus Contact Donna Stewart, cncca01@gmail.com 

Point Mugu Surf Contest - August 21-22, 2010, Naval Base Ventura 
County, contact Mary Ann Foote fmawriter@aol.com  

Car Show - August 21 2010, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Braselton TechCenter, 1001 Cherry Dr., Braselton, GA 30517 

Wounded Warrior Car Show Sunday August 8, 2010 Times: 9am - 3pm at the Wyotech's Campus 2161 Technology Place 
Long Beach, CA For more information contact  Donna Stewart at cncca01@gmail.com 

 

If you know of an event, activ-
ity or fundraiser for Soldiers’ 
Angels that is either sponsored 
by or for Soldiers’ Angels, 
please let me know:   

newsletter@soldiersangels.org 

mailto:cncca22@gmail.com�
mailto:anitadice@cox.net�
mailto:cncca01@gmail.com�


 

As part of the on-going changes 
and additions to the Soldiers’ 
Angels Newsletter, Calling All 
Angels  blog was created to help 
give the reader an additional 
way to voice opinions, com-
ments, ideas and stories. ALL 
deadlines for submission—
whether stories, announce-
ments or newsletters—will be 
posted on the blog. There are 
also links to published newslet-
ters. Please visit the blog at 
www.callingallangelsnews.blogs
pot.com or send an email to 
newsletter@soldiersangels.org 

Pics Page! 
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Soldiers’ Angels 

1792 E.  Washington Blvd. 

Pasadena, CA 91104  

  Tax ID# 20-0583415 

Angels@SoldiersAngels.org • 1792 E.  Washington Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91104 • (615) 676-0239 • www.soldiersangels.org 
Soldiers’ Angels is a non-profit 501(c)(3) • Tax ID# 20-0583415 

 

 

 

 

SoldiersAngels.org 

May No Soldier Go Unloved,  

May No Soldier Walk Alone, 

May No Soldier Be Forgotten,  

Until They All Come Home. 
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