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January‘s ―Calling All Angels‖ introduced a few new projects involving Soldiers Angels and briefed on WHO – WHAT –WHERE 
and HOW the new programs would be beneficial to America‘s heroes.  One of the new projects mentioned was ―Heroes & 
Horses.‖ Here are the details on what can only be described as ―True Grit meets City Slickers.‖ 

Jeff Pappas inspired by a friend who overcame many challenges after an injury, and Mark White wanted to share with others 
that anyone can overcome challenges that life may give them.  Together they came up with an idea to inspire, support and 

help America‘s veterans.  Mark and Jeff discussed their idea with Mark‘s wife and their friends Kail and Renee Mantle.  After a 
few brainstorming sessions, Jeff approached his long-time friend, our very own Patti Patton-Bader.  Patti loved the idea, but 

would the Soldiers‘ Angels Board of Trustees? Jeff took his idea to Matt Burden and Mark Seavey and the rest of the Soldiers‘ 
Angels Board of Trustees and with their approval the adventure began—the Heroes & Horses program was launched. 

This one-of-a-kind program will housed on Mantle Ranch.  Owned by Kail Mantle & Renee Daniels-Mantle, the Mantle Ranch 

neighbors the Medicine Ranch owned by long-time commercial hunting outfitters Mark and Jean White.  The Mantle Ranch is a 
working ranch (yes there are still a few working ranches in America!) with 1500 acres in a majestic setting alongside the Mis-

souri River near Bozeman, Montana. 

Jeff and his colleagues are committed to 

making Heroes & Horses an established 
and successful project.  ―This isn‘t going 

to be a ‗try it and if doesn‘t work…‘‖ Jeff 
Pappas says. ―This is something that will 

happen every year.‖  

The Horses & Heroes‘ staff has personal 
experience with the physical challenges 

wounded veterans face.  ―Mark White is 
an amputee, though you could never tell 

by watching him ride‖ the Mantles report.  
―He's been an incredible outfitter and 

horseman for about thirty years with only 
one leg and a prosthesis.  He knows what 

it is like to live an ambitious normal life 

with an initial setback.‖  

Kail Mantle and Renee Daniels-Mantle run 

several hundred head of saddle horses on 
and around their Mantle Ranch, and 

thousands of horses across the West.  
The Mantle Family has been in the horse 

business for over a century and their 
name has become synonymous with the 

horse business. 

The Heroes &  Horses staff includes: vet-
erans Matthew Burden and Mark Seavey, 

two members of the Soldiers‘ Angels 
Board of Trustees who  

{Continued…} 
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will be interviewing the veterans who apply for the 

program; Jeff Pappas, whose son, former Cpl. Mike 
Pappas, is a veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom; and 

Mark and Jean White, who also coordinate and over-
see all pack trips into the mountains.           

 
All the horses on the White and Mantle ranches are 

no strangers to people with different types of abilities.  
―We are in the dude horse business, most of our cli-

ents are novice riders or operate commercial busi-

nesses that cater to novice riders and even therapy 
programs, kids camps, etc,‖ the Mantles say.   

 
The Heroes & Horses program is designed to support 

veterans in general, but is particularly for those who 
love adventure.  ―This is not a therapeutic program 

where you sit around and talk about your feelings,‖ 
Pappas says.  ―You will get camaraderie and learn 

horse handling, horsemanship, riding, backcountry 

horse packing.‖ Participating veterans will be instructed and guided by highly accomplished professionals in the equine, ranch-
ing, and outfitting industries. 

 
Is your curiosity piqued? Are you recent American combat veteran who loves adventure? Or maybe you‘d like to try something 

new and different.  On this unique Heroes & Horses seven-day adventure you will learn a wide range of new skills: how to 
ride, pack, and orchestrate a mountain trip, as well as participate in a variety of related equine and backcountry activities.  And 

best of all, the veterans who participate in Heroes & Horses learn these skills through intensive instruction and interaction with 
fellow combat veterans. 

 

The Mantle Ranch is currently kicking off their Annual 
Horse Roundup and Drive is held in Three Forks, Mon-

tana.  This five day event will help raise awareness 
and funds for the Heroes & Horses Program. 

 
The Heroes & Horses project is funded entirely by 

sponsor donations through Soldiers' Angels.   

Head ‗Em Up..cont. 

 

A typical day during a Ranch Week starts at 8am with breakfast, followed by gathering and sorting 
horses to be used during the day.  Soldiers participate in all aspects of horse handling and ranch work, as 

they become proficient with the necessary skills.  Each morning includes a three-hour session in the cor-
rals, on the trail, or on the Course learning horsemanship/horse handling, riding , or in a pack 

school.  We break for lunch in the afternoon, then spend another three to five hours in an afternoon ses-

sion. Dinner is taken as a group in the clubhouse, with the cowboy staff. The evening is spent around the 
fire, on the decks or lawns, down at the river or ponds, participating in ranch or community activities, 

and enjoying and befitting from the camaraderie that this cohesive group of soldiers provides.  
 

The last two days are spent in the mountains.  We pack up and head for the hills where soldiers get the 
opportunity to put their skills to the test.  We load the trailer, haul to the trailhead, and ride to a high 

mountain lake for an overnight re-creation of all we have learned about horses and backcountry packing 
and riding. 

 

When soldiers leave the ranch, the Heroes & Horses program will have equipped them with the neces-
sary skills to ably conduct their own backcountry trip into the mountains with their friends and family , 

to enjoy the country and the freedom for which they have fought, and perhaps with the thirst for more 
horseback experience and an eye to a new way of life. 

For more information about Heroes  and Horses, please 
visit the Horses & Heroes page on www.soldiersangels.org 

or see www.heroesandhorses.net.   For more information  

on being a sponsor, email jeffpappas@hotmail.com . 

THANK YOUS go out to Kail Mantle & Renee Daniels-

Mantle, Matt Burden, Mark Seavey  and Jeff Pappas for the 
interviews and pictures. 



 

The Voices of the Angels 

Dear Angels and Friends, 

A super month to go along with the Super Bowl…  

It started out with a bang in terms of weather that really kept many of us indoors. Being from the North, however, has taken 
my fear of snow and poor conditions away, so I and some others ventured out into the cold.  

For the past couple of years around the Super Bowl, Soldiers' Angels has been the charity of choice for football stars Franco 

Harris and Lydell Mitchell. Childhood friends, the Penn State roommates and longtime business partners host a celebrity stud-
ded dinner and golf tournament. The dinner is known as the "Immaculate Reception," a play on words for the famous catch 

Franco made in an AFC playoff game in 1972.  

This year, the Super Bowl was held in Dallas, but the weather didn't allow for golf to be played. That did not deter the spirit of 

the event and other events we planned to try and make up for the loss of the golf tournament. One thing that has been part 
of the events is an NFL Legends visit to a local VA or DoD hospital. We were able to go to the Dallas VA hospital and visit a 

couple of wards. Franco and Lydell, along with Jimmy Wilkerson and Byron Williams, took time to handout and autograph hats 
and "Terrible Towels."  One of the most touching parts of the visit involved going room-to-room in the hospice ward. I person-

ally found this portion tough, as it seemed to be a glimpse into the future of many I have stood beside (as well as myself).  I 

saw the faces light up and the patients follow the celebrities around trying to get their moment in time with them. 

One particular interaction was so touching. Jeff Bader had brought some guitars and harmonicas to be donated, and as we 

were traveling through the wards a younger veteran in a wheelchair came up and was interested in talking to Jeff about mu-
sic.  Jeff took one of the guitars and asked the young man to play, which he did and it was moving.  Then, without hesitation, 

Jeff handed the young hero some extra strings and a tuner and wished him good health and healing. The look on the kid‘s 
face was so amazing and touching.  Then, like he was scared he would wake up and this was not reality, he raced off in his 

chair to return to his room to enjoy the guitar. It seems like such a simple and easy gesture, but it has such a profound im-
pact.  

It's these moments that you Angels create EVERYDAY that cannot measure the value of your volunteerism and hearts. Thank 

you for being so very special to the military and veteran community, and for enriching those lives you touch.  

Toby J. Nunn 

Executive Director  
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Soldiers‘ Angels proudly announces receipt of the unique and historic Iraq Confidential Humvee from Jesse James, host 
of Monster Garage and owner of West Coast Choppers, Austin Speed Shop and Cisco Burgers.  James recently donated 

the restored, combat-damaged Humvee, which was rebuilt in Iraq as part of James‘ special visit with the 181st Trans-
portation Battalion in 2006.  The Humvee‘s rebuild, conducted by James and the soldiers as a morale-builder, was docu-

mented on a video titled Iraq Confidential and later broadcast on the Military Channel. 

When West Coast Choppers closed its California facility, James mentioned to a friend and Soldiers‘ Angels staff member 
that he was looking for a way to use the Iraq Confidential Humvee to help the troops.  Presented with the idea of donat-

ing it to Soldiers‘ Angels, he welcomed the opportunity.   

―Going to Iraq to do that build with the troops, being able to shake their hands and to tell them ‗thank you,‘ was one of 

the most rewarding and humbling experiences in my life,‖ James says.  ―With all of their different programs providing 
support to the troops, veterans and their families, donating the Humvee to Soldiers' Angels brings it full circle, allowing it 

to continue to benefit those guys and gals and let them know how much I appreciate their service. "  

In addition to the Humvee, James donated a semi-truck full of new copies of Garage magazine and sets of West Coast 
Choppers window stickers, which will be included in care packages for deployed troops.  Donors to Soldiers‘ Angels can 

also receive one copy of the magazine and sticker set as a gift with each online $10 donation when they enter ―JJ‖ in 
the comments line. 

Interested parties and potential buyers of the Humvee may contact the Executive Director of Soldiers‘ Angels at 

tobynunn@soldiersangels.org. 

 

Jesse James Donates Famous Humvee to SA      by Beth Schietzelt 

 

Huge thanks to Jesse for some AMAZING gifts! 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0346343/
javascript:void(0);/*1297867576874*/
http://www.austinspeedshop.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tS7KxbCpsZg&feature=related
http://soldiersangels.org/donate.html
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Soldiers‘ Angels is proud to spotlight Zella Kapetanis and La 

Quinta Inn & Suites in San Antonio, new but energetic support-
ers of Soldiers‘ Angels and its mission. 

It all began when Kapetanis, Director of Sales for La Quinta Con-
vention Center, noticed the Soldiers‘ Angels Support Center and 

warehouse facility on her way to business at Ft. Sam Houston 
across the freeway.  She already had a natural interest in sup-

porting the military because of her experiences with Ft. Sam 
Houston and other military clients, and so she continued to no-

tice the Soldiers‘ Angels facility as she drove to work every day. 

Finally one day early last year, Kapetanis pulled into the Soldiers' 
Angels parking lot and said she wanted a tour.  By the time it 

was over, she was so impressed that she offered to help.  Since 
then, she has gotten La Quinta‘s Regional Vice President and 

regional General Managers to also volunteer—a total of about 30 people from La Quinta packed care packages at the ware-
house last December, an activity they expect to make a quarterly event.  In addition, local employees are making their own 

plans to get involved. 

Through Kapetanis, La Quinta provided the food for a Memorial Day celebration at the warehouse last year and is currently 

working on a donation of food for local military families in need.  Kapetanis is also arranging discount rates and coordinating 

transportation for Soldiers‘ Angels special events in March that will bring together Angel leadership from across the country. 

Soldiers‘ Angels salutes Kapetanis and her coworkers at La Quinta, and extends its deepest gratitude for their assistance in 

Local La Quinta Assists Angels 

 

Soldiers‘ Angels S.A.V.E. employee Joe Gonzales won five medals this week in the Marine Corps Trials for the Warrior Games 

and is expected to be named to the Marine Corps team competing at the Games in Colorado this May.  He is one of 200 
wounded active duty and veteran Marines participating in the Trials on Camp Pendleton in California, of which fifty will be se-

lected for the USMC team (to be announced the first week in March). 

This is the second year of the Warrior Games, an event held in conjunction with the Paralympics and celebrating the achieve-

ment and abilities of wounded, ill and injured service members and veterans through athletic competition.  It is also the sec-
ond year that Gonzales has participated, running in various track events.  Last year he won three medals, including gold for 

the 400 Meters.   

To help him prepare for the Trials, Joe was invited to attend a January track training camp organized by the Paralympic Com-

mittee at the University of Oregon.  The opportunity seems to have paid off, as Gonzales has won five track events at the Ma-

rine Corps Trials: gold in the 200m,  800m, 4 X 100m and 4 
X 400m, with a silver in the 100m.   

Gonzales was wounded by a series of roadside bombs in 
Iraq during his 2005 deployment.  He still suffers from 

back/nerve problems (as well as arm injuries) that cause a 
lot of pain and at times require him to get off his feet for 

awhile, but he hasn‘t let that slow down his love of sport 
and competition. 

But more than an outlet for competition, the Warrior Games 

and similar events are, for Joe, an inspiration.  ―For me, it‘s 
always been that regardless of anybody‘s situation or cir-

cumstances, you can continue to be active and pay sports.  
It shows that nothing can hold any of us back,‖ he says.  

―I‘m one of 200 athletes out here who continue despite 
their injuries.  It gives a sense of accomplishment.‖  

Stay tuned as Joe continues his quest to repeat his Warrior 
Games success…  Go Joe, go!  

Angel Finds Success at Warrior Games Trials 

http://www.lq.com/lq/properties/propertyProfile.do?ident=LQ501&propId=501&IATA=99020571&sisearchengine=231&siproduct=501&clearppc=1
http://www.lq.com/lq/properties/propertyProfile.do?ident=LQ501&propId=501&IATA=99020571&sisearchengine=231&siproduct=501&clearppc=1
http://soldiersangels.org/save.html
http://usparalympics.org/usoc-paralympic-military-program/warrior-games-presented-by-deloitte
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First Response Backpacks for the wounded is one of the most practical and powerful projects of Soldiers‘ Angels, one of the 

first indications wounded soldiers receive that Americans back home are thinking of them.  The backpacks enable medical staff 
in-country to quickly grab an all-in-one pack that meets the basic hygiene needs of patients so that the staff can focus on 

medical concerns.  

Unfortunately, we only a few remaining portions of toiletries for these wonderful backpacks, and then we are 

out.  If you can help by donating any of the following items, we can keep shipping our backpacks out the door to the 
wounded in Afghanistan who need them! 

Please Note: 

All items should be for men 

Travel-sized containers only, unless noted 

We ask that hotel-supplied toiletries not be sent  

We have an urgent need for the following items (Note: 

travel-sized, please): 

Shampoo 

Body wash  
Body lotion 

Mouthwash 
Body powder 

Bar soap (travel-sized or regular bars OK) 

Shaving cream (aerosol cans or tubes of  
gel, travel or regular-sized OK) 

Deodorant 
Disposable razors 

Toothbrushes 
Toothpaste 

Dental floss 
Chapstick/lip balm 

Please send your donations to our San Antonio warehouse, where the backpacks are assembled: 

Soldiers' Angels 
First Response Backpacks 

4408 N PanAm Exprwy 
San Antonio, TX 78218 

Thanks for your assistance! 
 

Roger Godskesen 
Soldiers' Angels Medical Support Director - Deployed 

 

 

I wanted to express my dearest thanks. After an IED attack and about a two hour fire fight, myself and two of my soldiers 
were placed on a medevac flight and flown to a hospital. Our uniforms had to be cut off, and of course we arrived without any 
of our gear. So needless to say we had no clothing and hygiene items. A chaplain at the hospital brought us each a back pack 
with clothing and hygiene items. The items given to us by Soldiers' Angels were all we had for three days, until uni-
forms could be given to us. I just wanted to let you know that it meant so much to me and my two soldiers to have been 
helped by you in our time of need. - SFC J  
 

We received the backpacks you sent to the Chief a couple of days ago, and they are wonderful.  I must admit when the Chief 
first approached me I was apprehensive, but after seeing them I can not thank you enough.  They are exactly what we 
need--one backpack with everything the wounded solider needs. Our mission in the CASF is to temporarily hold and 
transport all the wounded in Iraq out to Germany. We process about 30 a day but not all have a need for your backpack--we 
estimated about 3-5 a day come with nothing... Thanks in advance for any help you can provide. - Mike  

URGENT—Backpacks for Wounded Needs Help! 

 



S.A.V.E. Employee of the Month: David James 

It has been said that everything comes full circle eventually. For this month‘s S.A.V.E. 
Employee of the Month, it DID come full circle when as far as being a part of the Sol-
diers‘ Angels staff. 

For ten years after leaving the Marines, former Sergeant David James worked as per-

sonal trainer at a Gold‘s Gym in Wisconsin. So how does former Marine who had a job 

in Wisconsin find his way to Texas working for Soldiers‘ Angels?  

―As far back as I can remember, I wanted to be a Marine.‖ James says.  Straight out 

of High school, he joined the Marine Corps and served his country for 14 years. But 
since Soldiers‘ Angels wasn‘t established until 2003, David never received support 

from the organization. 

While serving as a Marine, David was part Marine Corps Amphibious Force Reconnaissance.  One of his fellow Marines was 

Lance Dowd, who now works with Soldiers‘ Angels. When it came time for the Marine Force Recon Reunion, James decided to 
attend. Unfortunately while driving his Harley Davison motorcycle, he crashed into a Guard Rail at a high rate of speed and 

came close to dying, never meeting up with Dowd.  But about six months later, ―I received a call from Mark Altenburg and 

Lance Dowd...and Lance offered a job at Soldiers‘ Angels for me,‖ James explained. 

Although David has only been with Soldiers‘ Angels a short time, he has settled in as the Warehouse Manager, the overseer of 

warehouse personnel and Shipping & Receiving 

David is very grateful for the opportunity to be with Soldiers‘ Angels, ―The opportunity to work for Soldiers' Angels has been 

the biggest blessing, reuniting with Lance Dowd and his family.‖ 

When asked, ―What, if anything , would you like to say about David James?‖ Executive Director Toby Nunn response made his 

respect for James apparent.  ―He's a man that has served hard, lived hard, and now has taken to softening his life to benefit 
others.‖  
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Thank You David James for the interview and the picture, but most importantly THANK YOU 

for the sacrifices  you have made while serving in the MARINES! 



Interview With A Hero: Master Sergeant Regina M. Whitt 

Master Sergeant Regina M. Whitt joined the Army in 1992, right out of high school 
because, ―I wanted something that was bigger than myself, so that I could make a 

difference in this world.‖  Whitt is currently on her third deployment, but it wasn‘t 
until recently that she heard about Soldiers Angels.  ―I have a friend that told me 

about the program and I don't regret signing up,‖ Whitt recalls.  ―I can honestly say 

that having an Angel out there makes a difference, especially to Soldiers that don't 
have the continued support back home.‖  

―I think that the program is awesome,‖ MSG Whitt exults, ―especially when you have 
total strangers willing to support you no matter what and how far you are.‖  Finding 

total strangers that are willing to take time out of their busy lives to send letters and 
packages isn‘t something Whitt experienced in pervious deployments.  ―When you 

receive care packages from complete strangers who you know took time out of their 
lives to put something together for another complete stranger...That is when we 

know that what we are doing here is not for us, but for the people back home that 

rely on us to keep them free and safe so they can enjoy the freedoms of our country 
without having to fear intruders,‖ she says. 

MSG Whitt has no particular ―favorite story,‖ but she does have this to say about her 
Angel:  ―She is truly a blessing to me and all the other heroes that she has sup-

ported.‖ MSG Whitt feels that things happen for a reason and that events are guided 
by a ―higher power,‖ and she feels that is the case with her Angel.  ―She always 

knows when to make your day a little brighter,‖ Whitt says, and adds directly to her 
Angel, ―I really appreciate you, your helpful, giving ways, your generous heart, your unselfishness displays.  I thank you for 

your kindness; I will never forget.   You‘re the best angel I have ever met.‖ 

MSG Whitt‘s message to all the Angels is about the power of their support.  ―Thank You for supporting us and helping us to 
wash those images away from our minds so that we can continue doing what we are doing until we come home,‖ she says.  

―We cannot express to you our gratitude over a letter or even over the phone.  Even our own families say thank you.  But if 
we could, we would give y'all a huge hug.  To the members, the volunteers, to the little ones who put the hearts into every 

package:  We salute you! HOOAH!‖ 
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A special thank you to Master Sergeant Regina M. Whitt for taking time to do the interview,  
but most importantly for the sacrifices you have made and continue to make. 

Sponsor a Growing Military Family  
You can now sponsor one of the 150 expectantMilitary families at Fort Hood simply by going to the Angel Store.  Just do a 

product search for BABYSPONSOR.  The shower be held on April 30, 2011. 

Please help us help them! 

Your sponsorship could help us give a growing military family all they need for their 
new little bundle of joy! 

There are 5 options to sponsor: 

Your donation of $50.00 can help with diapers 

Your donation of $75.00 can get them a swing 
Your donation of $100.00 can get them a car seat 

Your donation of $200.00 can get them a stroller 

Your donation of $300.00 can get them a crib 

Let's not forget the sacrifice these families make for them, let's help them bring their 

new one into a world filled with love and appreciation. 

 

 

 

TO SPONSOR  ONE OF THE 150 GROWING MILITARY FAMILIES  

VISIT THE ANGELS STORE at http://www.angelsstore.org 

Search for  BABYSPONSOR 



The Voices of Battle: His Own Words  

The poem for this month‘s  Voices of Battle was written by ―Josh,‖ who served in the Air Force for 17 years.  In December 
2010, Josh took is own life.  A good friends of his and Captain Petty‘s submitted this poem in hopes that his words can give 

encouragement to others who feel like giving up, to help brighten what seems like dark times.  

When it seems too hard to go on, 

Just take a look to your left or right. 

See and thank that person next to you, 
Watching your back throughout the night. 

Keep pushing on, knowing it is hard, 
But in the end, what is right will win. 

Hearing the explosions, seeing the fear, 
Face it, stay strong, protect them like kin. 

We are all sisters, brothers, and friends, 
Show the world we are strong and fast, 

Protecting our country, our freedoms. 

I will give my life, so your comforts will last, 
Nothing is asked in return, nothing much. 

Just respect my comrades, put them to rest. 
Pray at their grave, help their family, 

Let it be known, they did their best! 
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For more  information on The Voices of  
Battle Project, please visit 

www.thevoiceofbattle.com.   
 

To submit a Military poem, story or essay, 
email  thevoiceofbattle@yahoo.com  

Shining Angels 
February‘s issue of Calling All Angels announced a new section called SHINING ANGELS.  This month‘s SHINING ANGEL is Sue 
Abshire from Louisiana.  Her story is told in her own words... 

One of my unofficial [adoptees] came to Louisiana on R&R in January 2011. Specialist Henry Ford insisted on paying a visit to 

Catholic High School in Baton Rouge where my son attends high school. CHS had collected supplies for Day of the Deployed 
and Henry was the recipient of several boxes of those 

supplies. He wanted to thank the students and staff 
personally for all they had done for him.  

Four nights before he was to return to Afghanistan, we 
had Henry and his son over to our house for dinner. I 

surprised him with a cake and a couple of presents be-

cause the day before he was to return to Afghanistan, 
was his birthday.  

I do believe he was totally shocked! It was an awesome 
visit and we can‘t wait to see him again when he re-

turns in May!  Sue Abshire 

Congratulation to Angel Sue!  If you know 

an Angel whose story you think should be 
featured in the SHINING ANGELS section, 

please send their story, or even your own 

story and photo to:  

ShelleMichaels@soldiersAngels.org 

http://thevoiceofbattle.com
https://owa.mex02.emailsrvr.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=ce56df2611024179a9a54e983b4d51aa&URL=mailto%3aShelleMichaels%40soldiersAngels.org


Love of Faith and Country 

In WWI and WWII it was well known 
and commonly spoken of that there  
were Jews served in the U.S. military.  
Fast forward to today‘s conflict in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, and it‘s not spoken of 
as much or at all (whether that is good 
or bad thing depends on your perspec-
tive).  The Israeli military is made of 
Jewish citizens serving their country, 
so what is the difference if you are a 
Jewish American or am Israeli Jew?  
Yet for some reason, some people still 
find it surprising that Americans of the 
Jewish faith want to serve their coun-
try... 

2011 marks two anniversaries—March 

20 will be the eighth anniversary of the 
United States‘ invasion of Iraq, and 

later this year will mark the 10th anni-
versary of involvement in Afghanistan.  

Since the beginning of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation Enduring Free-

dom (Afghanistan), there has been a 

combine total of over 5,000 casualties 
of the US Armed Forces.  Among the 

casualties are 37 Jewish service mem-
bers who paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

Sometimes when people think of those of Jewish faith serving in the military, they automatically assume that means service in 
the Israeli military, the IDF (Israel Defense Forces), especially since many Jewish Americans with dual citizenship have enlisted 

in the IDF.  Two recent stories published on February 9 by FORWARD.com, a weekly Jewish Newspaper, honored all 37 Jewish 
Service members.  The authors had the privilege of talking to the family members of two fallen heroes.  Beverly Wolfer-

Nerenberg had this to say in her interview with FORWARD.com:  ―I think people are surprised to learn that Jews serve in the 

military in America because people think that any Jew interested in serving in the military is going to serve in the IDF.  I think 
that people overlook the fact that Jews living in this country are patriotic and do have a sense of duty and gratitude and are 

grateful for what this country has given to us over the years.‖  

For some Jewish families, finding out that their loved one has chosen to service in the military is difficult to accept at first.  In 

Melinda Kane‘s interview with FORWARD.com, she described ―the stigma that a nice Jewish boy from Cherry Hill would want 
to go into the military.  It was really unheard of and sadly I was afraid that 

people would judge my son for being a certain way that was not who he 
was.‖  She told FORWARD.com about a brief conversation she had with her 

son Jeremy before he died in Afghanistan.  Mrs.  Kane told FORWARD.com 

that when she asked Jeremy why he had chose to enlist in American and 
the Israel, he responded: ―It doesn‘t matter whether I fight for the Israelis 

or the Americans.  We‘re all battling the same thing.‖ 

In reading all 37 profiles it becomes clear that these brave men and women 

who fought for what they believed in had two things in common: their love 
for their country and love for their Jewish faith.  Just because an American 

is of the Jewish faith doesn‘t automatically mean that their patriotism is to 
Israel; while Israel may have a special place in their hearts, all 37 of these 

heroes chose to defend the United States of America... 
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American Jews make up only a fraction 
of...casualties — by a reliable count, 37 
[of the] men and women who lost their 
lives in combat. Experts say the number 
of Jews may be higher, as some soldiers 
don‘t declare their religion, especially 
when serving in Muslim countries. 
Among the Jewish dead are the first 
female airman to die in Iraq and the 
only member of the U.S. Coast Guard 
killed in action since the Vietnam War.  

                                      – Forward.com 

To the families of all 37 heroes: thank you for the sacrifices you have made.  

Your loved ones will not be forgotten!  A special Thank You to FORWARD.com  
for allowing some of the story that they published to be used here. 



In 2010, Calling All Angels spotlighted the Sewing Team, briefly covering the 
sub-teams within it.  This month we‘re spotlighting how to help the troops 
through the Soldiers‘ Angels Sand Scarf Team and Cool Scarf Team. 

When the word ―scarf‖ is spoken, most people think of a winter scarf bought 

from a store or lovingly made by a friend or family member.  But a scarf can 

be something else, too... 

One of the many things that our heroes deal with in Afghanistan and Iraq is 

severe sand storms.  With nothing to protect the face and head (nose, mouth, 
ears and eyes), someone in a sandstorm can find it difficult to take a full 

breath and end up with sand everywhere.  In addition, temperatures in the 
Middle Eastern area can reach 130 degrees.  Sailors serving on the decks of 

aircraft carriers in the Gulf or the boiler rooms of non-nuclear ships also suf-
fer through temperatures that can reach 140 degrees!   

―Cooling Scarves lower body temperature by cooling the neck,‖ says Team 

Leader Deborah Delcorio—they feel like a cool, damp cloth that lasts for days.‖  The scarves work via evaporative cooling, 
protecting the wearer from the effects of extreme heat found in the deserts of the Middle East.  ―The exterior of Cool Scarves 

are 100% cotton, but the magic is in the special ‗cooling crystals.‘‖ found inside,‖ Deborah says. 

So, what did our troops do until the Sand Scarf Team came along? ―They would tear up a t-shirt to wrap their mouths, noses 

and ears to keep the sand out,‖ says Team Leader Anita Dice, ―Volunteers now purchase t-shirt fabric and make the scarves.‖  

Though the team is bigger, there are 14 angels who volunteer their time to make sand scarves on a regular basis.  Part of the 

reason why the team has such few regular Angels to make these important scarves is because finding the right type of fabric 
in the right color can be difficult.  ―There are suppliers in the Los Angeles Garment District (Fashion District) who have the 

fabric at a reasonable price but will only sell it in a large bolt (60-100 yards).  But even with the cost of shipping, the price per 

yard is probably cheaper than purchasing at a retail store,‖ Anita explains.  She adds, ―Some volunteers have been successful 
in finding the fabric at online fabric stores or local retailers.‖  

Just as the Sand Scarf Team has a few Angels who regularly make scarves, the Cool Scarf Team has a core of devoted Angels.  
―Some of these people make a couple and I never hear from them again, some make them year after year,‖ says Deborah. 

A Cool Scarf  is a strip of woven cotton fabric that has been filled with nontoxic polyacrylamide granules (crystals) . When the 
scarf is soaked in water for 15-30 minutes, the granules absorb water, expand to 400 times their original size and turn into a 

crystalline gel. The cotton fabric absorbs water from the gel, and then the water evaporates for a cooling effect.  Scarves stay 
cool and moist for hours due to the polyacrylamide's water-retaining properties. When the scarves are allowed to dry, the gel 

returns to its crystal form. 

The color preferred for a Cool Scarf is tan, since various shades of 
tan are used in all branches of the U.S. Armed Forces.  ―The fabric 

and the crystals are reasonable,‖ Deborah explains.  ―You get nine 
cool scarves from a yard and can find the fabric in the quilting 

department, usually under $4 per yard.‖  

Troops  wear the cooling scarves as they do a tie around the 

neck.  The scarves help keep the wearer‘s body temperature 
down by cooling the blood circulating through the wearer‘s neck. 

Sand scarves are one of the most popular items requested be our 

troops in Iraq and Afghanistan and by sailors on the flight decks 
of aircraft carriers.  The scarves can protect against both dust and 

sand or cover faces to reduce the smell of jet fuel when working 
with planes.  Meeting the high demand for the scarves can be a 

challenge, but fortunately, 2010 was a year of many donations 
from individual Angels and quite a few groups… 

―A number of Angels have made significant contributions that 
saved Soldiers‘ Angels more than $200 in value through their con-

tributions of sand scarves, such as Michelle McKay-McCoy, Ginny 

Dalton, Sophie Clark, Pattie Ochs,  
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 Bravo To The King of Horror! Spotlighted Team: The Scarf Teams 

If you would like your team to be spotlighted, 
pick ONE member of your team to be inter-

viewed and email newsletter@soldiersangels.org 
with Subject Line ―Spotlighted Team.‖ 

 

{Continued next page…} Angels model Sand Scarves made for deployed troops. 
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and Lyn Kahn,‖ Anita reports gratefully.  Some of these 

volunteers also contributed to the Cool Scarf team as 
well.  For all the volunteers who make these much-

needed scarves, ―It‘s a labor of love,‖ Anita adds. 

Depending on how the volunteers choose to send their 

Cool Scarves, they can either ship them to the Soldiers‘ 
Angels Warehouse or contact Deborah Delcorio for a 

deployed unit‘s address.  There are also a couple of indi-
viduals and churches who send the cool ties to Deborah 

to be mailed out, but they all buy their own supplies and 

pay for the shipping.  Many of the volunteers who ship 
directly to deployed service members also include 

snacks, letters of support and other goodies. 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Irvine, CA has been 

able to save Soldiers‘ Angels about $1,500!  How?  The 
church organizes activities for their members to give 

―back to the community,‖ and on the ―Faith in Action 
Sunday‖ designated to help Soldiers‘ Angels, they do-

nated 200 yards of Sand Scarf fabric.  But they didn‘t 

stop there. About twenty parishioners got together to 
cut and sew 500 Sand Scarves!  ―Both men and women 

cut and sewed fabric, and young children folded and 
boxed the finished scarves,‖ Anita recalls.  

Good Shepherd wasn‘t the only group to go above and 
beyond in 2010. When Angel Karen Wetther told her 

mother that Soldiers‘ Angels was in need of Sand Scarves, her mother approached her ―Stitch & Chat‖ senior citizens group to 
see if they could help in some way.  They did! The Stitch & Chat group cut and sewed 75 yards of donated 100% cotton knit t-

shirt fabric.  The fabric was provided to the group of senior citizens at Mt.  Miguel Covenant Village in Spring Valley, California, 

who were able to make about 173 sand scarves, which were shipped to the deployed.  In July 2010, Angel Lori Diaz, a 2nd-
grade teacher at Albert Schweitzer Elementary School in Anaheim, CA, gathered a team of teachers, administrative staff, 

friends and family members to cut and sew 250 Sand Scarves out of donated fabric. 

Asked if there are any standouts, Deborah says all her Angels deserve recognition.  ―They have all taken it upon themselves to 

make and send Cool Scarves.  Some on the list are not even registered Angels.  They have contacted me thru other groups, 
finding Soldiers‘ Angels online.‖ But she adds that since 2008, the Sheldon Baptist church has sent 3,634 cool scarves. 

Along with thanks from troops who receive Cool Scarves, there is also humor.  One chaplain wrote, ―Thank you very much, the 
guys here love the cool scarves—they are a hit.  One guy made the mistake of putting his in a water bottle.  It made for a 

good laugh when the only way to get it out was to cut the bottle apart.‖ 

Deborah recently received 50 scarves in an inappropriate color, but found a great solution when someone at National Naval 
Medical Center in the Neurology Department suggested the Cooling Scarves might help their patients who have Multiple Scle-

rosis.  They were a hit:  ―Thank you so much for the scarves.  I have given one out to an MS patient and he loves it! We are 
going to try and start a monthly MS Support group here and we thought that might be a good time to hand them out.  If you 

would some nice prints would be nice for the ladies.  I so appreciate you doing this for us.  Thank you and please thank the 
other ladies for making these scarves for the Navy and Army.‖   

The Sand Scarves are in such a high demand that on occasion Soldiers‘ Angels has outsourced and contracted sewers.  But 
fortunately, the Sand Scarf Team is one of those teams where you don‘t have to be a member of the team or even an Ange to 

participate, since completed scarves can be sent to the warehouse. 

Making a Cooling Scarf or Sand Scarf can  be a great project to start in your community, whether a group through your place 
of worship, a sewing club or a women‘s group.  All you need is someone with a sewing machine or serger.  Groups can also 

use their strength in numbers to purchase full bolts of fabric from a wholesaler, which are more cost effective when shipping is 
considered.  For full details on making Cool Scarves or Sand Scarves, see the Sewing Team page at www.soldiersangels.org.   

 

 

Spotlighted Team….Continued 

 

Thank You to Anita Dice & Deb Delcorio for the interview and pictures.  For more info,  
email coolscarf@soldiersangels.org or sandscarf@soldiersangels.org 

http://soldiersangels.org/sewing-team.html


Soldiers’ Angels Germany 

 

If you would like to help with a donation of clothing, personal care items, calling cards or Blankets of 

Hope, please email us at mphillips@SoldiersAngels.org or visit the Soldiers’ Angels Germany blog at 

www.soldiersangelsgermany.org. 
 

MTD, Medical Transient Detachment 

Attn: Soldiers' Angels 

CMR 402 

APO AE 09180 
Please include your email address with your shipment! 
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Soldiers‘ Angels Germany: Evening Rounds 

 

MOST-NEEDED ITEMS FOR MARCH 2011 

Items are listed in order of need. Thank you for your help with these items. 
 

- Sweatpants and Zippered Hoodie Sweatjackets (sizes M, L, XL, dark colors) 
- Plain white undershirts (sizes M, L, XL, crew neck) 

- Men's Boxerbriefs (M, L, XL) 2nd choice boxers.  
- Lip balm 

- Black knit caps 
- Nail Clippers (large)  

A Soldiers‘ Angels volun-
teer makes her solitary 
evening rounds through 
the long, empty halls of 
Landstuhl hospital. Sol-
diers‘ Angels delivers Blan-
kets of Hope, knit caps, 
small backpacks to use as 
carry-ons, and other items 
to patients leaving for the 
U.S. the following morn-
ing. Medical evacuation 
flights leave Germany 
three times each week, 
bringing our Wounded 
Warriors back home for 
continued treatment. 



Page 15 

Sewing Team Information & Contacts  
          

Vice President—Sewing Team Sewing Team Newsletter Germany Blankets of Hope      
Director—Blankets of Hope Karen Giffen Maryann Phillips 
Dee Jerge bohnewsletter@gmail.com mphillips@soldiersangels.org 
blanketsofhope@soldiersangels.org                                                  
djerge@soldiersangels.org Cooling Scarves Crafts Corner/Crochet Team  
 Deborah Delcorio Deborah Delcorio 
Sand Scarves coolscarf@soldiersangels.org         crochet@soldiersangels.org  
Anita Dice 
sandscarf@soldiersangels.org Operation Top Knot 
 Caitlyn Pysar 
 optopknot@soldiersangels.org 

Sewing Team 

 

 

 

                      

           PATRIOT PILLOWCASES TAKES OFF! 

 

 

Thank you so much for supporting our efforts to cheer up our wounded, ill and injured troops.  We just recently announced 

this project, and already our creative sewers and crafters are on the job! 
 

It never fails to leave me in awe when I see the loving kindness out there for our heroes… amazing loving kindness, from all 
ages and circumstances.  Where there is a will, you all find a way to stay on task, letting our beloved heroes know we are here 

for them! 
 

For guidelines on making these pillowcases, please visit the Sewing Team page on www.soldiersangels.org. 
 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart.  :) 

 
Dee :) 

 
Dee Jerge, Vice President-Sewing Team 

http://soldiersangels.org/sewing-team.htmlC:\Users\beth\Documents\Desktop
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To Soldiers‘ Angels... Cont. Activities and Fundraisers: March and April 

March 

 
Meet and Greet—March 5th in San Antonio, TX  For more information 

and details, please email Ann Davidson at adavidson@soldiersangels.org 
 

Reading Event - March 15, 16 and 17 It will be held at Buena Park 
High School in Buena, CA. Anyone from Soldiers‘ Angels MUST contact 

Ron Carcich by phone at (714) 992-8690 or by email at bayou-
moss@gmail.com  

 

Bike Week - Daytona FL 
 

Charity Softball Game - March 19, 2011 Jackie Robinson Stadium, 
where the Daytona Cubs have home field 1-5 Participants will be paying 

a $20.00 fee to play will be open to employees and friends. Pre registration is required to play. 
Spectators we will be suggesting a $5 donation to attend the game. There will be a concession stand open to sell limited mer-

chandise and beer. A portion of the sales will be going to the charity. For more information or to pre-register, please email 
Jennifer Seils at JenniferSeils@connectmsc.com  

 

 

 
April 

 
Fort Hood Baby Shower - April 30, 2011; from 12pm - 3pm at Fort Hood. 

For more information, please email Lindsay Varn at lvarn@soldiersangels.org .  
And remember you, can sponsor a Growing Military Family by going to the 

Angel Store www.angelsstore.org search for BABYSPONSOR. 
  

Montana Horses Annual Horse Roundup and Drive 

Photography Expedition - April 21-25, 2011  
 

Mantle Ranch is offering a chance at FOUR positions on 
the 2011 Montana Horses Annual Horse Roundup & Drive 

"Capturing True Emotion" Photography Expedition with Val 
Westover and Stephanie Adriana for $100!  Buy a raffle 

ticket now and you could join us and Soldiers' Angels dur-
ing the Big Event. Winners must participate in the 2011 

Horse Drive Photography Expedition and are responsible 

for their own travel to and from BZN on April 21 and April 
25.  For more  information for this event, please visit 

http://www.montanahorses.com or email the Mantle Ranch 
at info@montanahorses.com (don‘t forget the GALA Bene-

fit this May in Las Vegas, where we will present "The 
Roundup" to the Heroes & Horses guest of honor and un-

veil the latest from "The Drive."  Contact Jeff Pappas for 
sponsorship details at jeffpappas@hotmail.com). 
 

 

IF you know of an event, activity or fundraiser for Soldiers‘ Angels that is 
either sponsored by or in support of Soldiers‘ Angels, please let me know.   

 
PLEASE email me: newsletter@soldiersangels.org Thank You —Amy 



 

 

The Calling All Angels blog was created to help 

give ―you‖ the reader an additional way to voice 

your opinions, comments, ideas and stories. ALL 

deadlines will be for submission—whether sto-

ries, announcements or newsletters—will be 

posted on the blog. There are also links to pub-

lished Newsletters. Please visit the blog at 

http://callingallangelsnews.blogspot.com or 

send an email to newsletter@soldiersangels.org 
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To Soldiers‘ Angels... Cont. Pics! 



Soldiers’ Angels 

1792 E.  Washington Blvd. 

Pasadena, CA 91104  

  Tax ID# 20-0583415 

Angels@SoldiersAngels.org • 1792 E.  Washington Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91104 • (615) 676-0239 • www.soldiersangels.org 

Soldiers’ Angels is a non-profit 501(c)(3) • Tax ID# 20-0583415 

 

 

 

 

SoldiersAngels.org 

May No Soldier Go Unloved,  

May No Soldier Walk Alone, 

May No Soldier Be Forgotten,  

Until They All Come Home. 


