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The Voices of The Angels 
Dear Angels and Friends, 

It has been a very exciting and challenging month here in March. It started out with a bang when we hosted the First Quarter 
Soldiers’ Angels Board Meeting.  In addition, we had Angels at different levels attend in order to improve the organization and 
build the overall team. Angels from the Wounded Support Team, CNC's from across the country and members of the Veterans 
Affairs Support Team were able to meet, discuss and share in the successes and fruits of their labors. 

There were also a couple of panels and informational blocks. Lisa Luhrman, who is the Blog Coordinator, was able to share 
ideas for content management and online blog networking with all the attendees. Diane Moore and Roger Godskeen (along 
with others) spoke with the attendees on local fundraising and community engagement. These were very informative and also 
provided wonderful feedback to the leadership so that we can better serve and resource the volunteer force that makes the 
Soldiers' Angels organization so special. 

One extremely special moment came during a reception at the Soldiers' Angels Support Center when a wounded warrior 
named Corporal Charles Gibson got up and played the piano, demonstrating the music program and how it has changed his 
life. It was a most-inspiring piece of music that he had written and created with his training and experience during the music 
lessons program. 

Also this month we entered into a partnership with Hot Leathers, the leader in Biker clothing.  From all their points of pur-
chase, the sales people ask the consumer if they would like to donate to Soldiers' Angels and have it added to the total of 
their purchase. This program was launched in Daytona Beach Florida for Bike Week and will continue throughout the year at 
Sturgis and other large motorcycle events. This is a wonderful opportunity and will be a fantastic partnership, so big thanks 
out to Hot Leathers. 

This month has been marked with tragedy with 
the earthquake and tsunami in Japan. Soldiers' 
Angels was asked by military personnel in Japan 
to assist with their needs. This ranged from 
evacuation support to humanitarian support. We 
hope that everyone involved is able to find sta-
bility and some form of future peace. 

April is fast approaching and with it many events 
and projects. It is also the beginning of many 
large troop rotations and we hope that everyone 
takes the opportunity to welcome them all home 
and also to wish God Speed to those going over.  
Let’s get behind them and get them adopted 
and supported. 

Toby J. Nunn 
Executive Director  
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Corporal Charles Gibson on the piano 

Who doesn’t like a little TLC of when not feeling well?  

About three years ago, the San Diego Wounded Support Team began 
serving monthly dinners at the Naval Hospital, bringing comfort foods, 
Angel hugs and thank yous to the wounded warriors and staff who care 
for them.  

As always, the Angels never plan on receiving anything in return—the 
boost our warriors’ morale is proof enough that they are following the 
motto“May No Soldier Go Unloved.”  But Marine Greg Otis wanted to 
show his thanks.  He was injured while deployed and received a First 
Response Backpack when he arrived at Landstuhl, then while recover-
ing at the Naval Hospital in San Diego, he participated in several Angel 
dinners. Greg was so touched by the support of Soldiers’ Angels that he 
tattooed the Soldiers’ Angels logo on his arm!  

Marine Pays Tribute  

Dee Jerge, Deana Jaffe, Greg Otis and Susan Lawson  

 



Saluting Angels and Heroes 
For most people, March means 
springtime is near, but for the 
Angels of Soldiers’ Angels it 
means it’s time to come “home” 
to Texas for the Soldiers’ Angels 
Annual Meeting.  Angels, he-
roes, friends and partners travel 
to San Antonio from all across 
America and as far away as Ger-
many.   

In any Soldiers’ Angels event, 
fun is always mixed in with 
learning how the support Angels 
provide assistance and change 
the lives of the heroes and the 
families we so proudly support.  
Two days were jam-packed with 
activities, including Angels and heroes giving presentaitons that would inspire anyone.  Lisa Luhrman, and Caren Vink spoke to 
their fellow Angels, as did Diane Moore and Roger Godskesen.   

The blogging presentation Lisa (Soldiers’ Angels Blogging Coordinator) gave was entitled, "Using Blogs to Build Your Team and 
State."  She  explained how being a blogger for Soldiers’ Angels is a great way to reach out not only to the brave men and 
woman in the Armed Forces, but to spread the word about Soldiers’ Angels and keep fellow Angels informed.  She pointed out 
that even someone with little to no experience with blogging can create a blog—it’s easy!  Since Lisa shared the list of states 
and teams that did not have active blogs, several Angels have stepped forward to start new blogs or take over inactive ones.   

Lisa is very excited about getting more states and teams blogging.  A state or team blog is a quick, easy and inexpensive way 
to keep local Angels and the public informed about ways to get involved with supporting service members at home and around 
the world.  Several Angel bloggers have requested an embedded events calendar to share local activities with their readers.  

To find out what a state or team is blogging about, please visit 
www.soldiersangels.org/our-favorite-bloggers.  If you do not see 
your state or team listed as an official blog and are interested in 
running a blog, email Lisa at blogs@soldiersangels.org. 

One important first at the 2011 Annual Meeting was that “nearly 
the entire Soldiers' Angels medical team was together in one 
place,” reports Roger Godskesen, Deployed Medical Support Team 
Leader.  “Representing all aspects of our medical support efforts—
Deployed, Germany and US—our team was able to get together 
and discuss needs, compare ideas and plan for the future.”  

Roger had the honor and privilege of meeting the man he called 
his “teacher on the needs of deployed medical personnel.”  When 
Roger first started leading medical support efforts for deployed 
troops in 2006, SSG Jason Yurek was one the first medics he 
worked with and supported.  “He actually taught me the job, by 
telling me so much about what the medics needed and what con-
ditions were actually like in a front-line surgical/trauma center,” 
Roger says.  The 1,100 major trauma cases SSG Yurek dealt with 
in his 15-month deployment helped give Roger a clear vision of 
deployed medical personnel needs and challenges, knowledge 
skills he has put to use in the years since. 

Not surprisingly, SSG Yurek is a HUGE supporter of Soldiers’ An-
gels.  During his deployment in 2006, Yurek helped Soldiers’ An-
gels by flying 60 American flags over the Camp Ramadi surgical 
center, which were presented to major donors a few years ago.  

Continued next page... 
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SA Medical Support Team—Front Row: Lynda O’Rourke, Walter 
Reed; Lisa Dixon, Deputy Director of Deployed Medical Support & 
Bethesda Liaison; Regina Urbanski, Ft Campbell Wounded Team 
Leader; Back Row: Lt Colonel Jim Riley, Board member, Medical 
Liaison; MaryAnn Phillips VP & Soldiers' Angels Germany; Roger 
Godskesen, Director, Deployed Medical Support; Lynette Roncin, VP 
& Warrior Medical Support U.S.; Nancy Kimbrell, Deployed Medical. 
Not pictured: Opal Rieras, BAMC; Sue Paulsen, Deployed Medical, 
Illinois Team Leader; Susie Turner, Deployed Medical. 

 

http://soldiersangels.org/our-favorite-bloggers.html�
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Roger was thrilled to finally meet the soldier who had taught him so much.  “We've known each other for over five years, have 
talked by phone and email dozens of times,” Roger said.  “But this was the first time we actually met face to face.”   SGT Aldo 

Adame, who is part of an Army National 
Guard unit in south Texas, had just returned 
from his deployment in Afghanistan where 
he was the lead medic for an infantry com-
pany.  Of course, Adame and his company 
received support from the Deployed Medical 
Team. “One of the many care packages that 
we sent him contained a set of Soldiers' 
Angels t-shirts for his squad,” Roger reports.   

Though he’d been back home for barely a 
day, SGT Adame wanted to attend the Sol-
diers’ Angels events so that he could meet 
the Angel who had supported him and his 
fellow soldiers.  “It came as a complete sur-
prise when he presented me with two cer-

tificates of thanks and a flag that was flown over his base,” Roger remembers.  “He also gave a wonderful speech about what 
the support of Soldiers' Angels Medical meant to him and his unit,” and how Roger was the “face” of Soldiers' Angels to so 
many deployed medics and warriors.  

Diane Moore of Georgia spoke to the assem-
bled Angels about how local companies have 
helped her send up to 20,000 Christmas stock-
ings to deployed troops each year.  She en-
couraged Angels to think about the smaller, 
local companies when approaching businesses 
for grants for donations, and to use tiny local 
newspapers to get out the word.  She also dis-
cussed how activities such as item drives and 
card-signing events can also be good opportu-
nities to collect donations for postage. 

On the final day of activities, the Angels visited 
the Fisher House at Brooke Army Medical Cen-
ter to throw a BBQ picnic and spend some time 
with the wounded warriors and their families. 
When the Angels first  got off the bus they en-
countered a display of  tactical equipment and 
men in uniform.  A few Angels approached with 
the intent of thanking them, including CNC Co-
ordintor Rae McLaughlin. One of the men in 
uniform was Soldiers’ Angels Warehouse Man-
ger Eric Rice, and a huge table was set up with 
a variety of rifles and guns, with a HUMVEE 
parked nearby.  One of the men in uniform, 
York “went through every rifle and gun, 
showed us how to use it, hold it,” reports Rae.  
“Then he showed us his communication equipment, let us feel their dynamics and heaviness.”  After the demonstration, York 
took Rae over to the HUMVEE and showed her the gun turret and the large “Ma Deuce” gun on the top.  All Angels in atten-
dance had the opportunity to check out the weapons and climb into the turret, as well as explore the rubber raft, diving and 
parachuting equipment on display while talking to Marines who use that kind of equipment.  It was eye-opening for many of 
the Angels to see how much strength was required to operate the weapons. 

This fun-and-education-filled weekend was the prefect way for both Angels and Heroes to learn and to inspire each 
other.  Angels received repeated and unexpected thanks, while the heroes saw first-hand that their sacrifices don’t go unno-
ticed or unappreciated, and that there truly are Americans who support what they do.  For Angels, it was an inspirational re-
minder that even if when they do not receive an immediate response to their activities, what they do is deeply appreciated. 

Saluting Angels and Heroes…..cont. 
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Dear County Government Officials Across America, 

In March, Navy Admiral Mike Mullen, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, addressed hundreds of participants meeting for the 
National Association of Counties, which provides essential services to the United States' 3,068 counties.  

Mullen praised the association for its initiatives in support of military service members and their families. Its president, Glen 
Whitley, created a Veterans and Military Service Task Force to encourage association members to promote innovative pro-
grams, services and benefits.  

"Counties should do what they can to meet the diverse needs of our veterans," Whitley said in a recent announcement, "and 
work hard to help service members and families successfully transition after deployment."  

Mullen characterized those fighting the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq as "a generation wired to serve."  

"What I'm asking communities to do throughout the country is to recognize...that they are coming home, recognize that they 
will be able to deliver a huge upside potential, and in welcoming them back, create a bridge as they transition from this mili-
tary experience to the experience back home," the admiral said. 

In April, the theme of National County Government Month will be “Serving Our Veterans, Armed Forces and their Families.” 

We are members of a national organization called Soldiers' Angels, a volunteer-led 501(c)(3) nonprofit with hundreds of thou-
sands of volunteers providing aid and comfort to the men and women of the United States Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force, 
Coast Guard, veterans and their families. 

Admiral Mullen nominated Soldiers’ Angels for the Spirit of Hope award, which we received for 2008. 

Soldiers’ Angels commends Admiral Mullen and all county government members for standing to support our veterans with the 
open recognition of April being your month to serve our veterans, military members and their families. April is also “Month of 
the Military Child,” with activities happening all over the nation to support military children.  Please let us know how we can 
assist in your mission of supporting veterans, troops and their families in April.  

Sincerely,  

Patti Patton-Bader, Founder 
Shelle Michaels, National Communication Officer 

National County Government Month—An Open Letter 
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Highlighting the important role military children play in the 
Armed Forces community, Month of the Military Child is a 
time to applaud military families and their children for the 
daily sacrifices they make and challenges they over-
come.  Military children face many obstacles unique to their 
situation, such as having a parent deployed for extended pe-
riods of time and frequently being uprooted from school. 

Throughout the month of April, military commands and com-
munities across the nation will plan special events to honor 
military children. These events will stress the importance of 
providing children with quality services and support to help 
them succeed within the mobile military lifestyle. Soldiers' 
Angels honors the military child with our Soldiers' Angels 
Month of the Military Child proclamation (available for 
download at www.soldiersangels.org.)  

In honor of our nation's military children, Soldiers' Angels will 
be kicking off a new initiative in honor of KIDS SERVE TOO 

called "C.A.M.O." or Creative Arts Military Operation. 

C.A.M.O. is founder Patti Patton-Baders’ vision for a new reading and arts program for military kids. Angels are encouraged to 
facilitate this program across the nation, especially where there are not active FRGs or where National Guard families don't 
have the built-in support systems that active duty families do.  

The major focus is hosting interactive story times as a starting point, with the subsequent vision of branching into theatre arts, 
music and crafts with the children. C.A.M.O. is an opportunity for Angels to support military families and assist the children in 
advancing in their reading and language skills in a fun way. During the story time, children have the opportunity to do activi-
ties that promote development and learning. Angels wanting to start up this program are encouraged to contact 
ShelleMichaels@SoldiersAngels.org  

Another great Soldiers' Angels team to join in honor of the military child is Operation Top Knot, a nationwide network of ser-
vice clubs and individuals who sew, knit and shop to create gift baskets for infants and expectant mothers in military fami-
lies. Team members knit, crochet, sew, quilt, and design blankets, booties, hats, onesies, bibs, and many more homemade 
gifts. They also assemble and deliver gift baskets full of goodies such as bottles, diapers, onesies, pacifiers, washcloths, 
grooming kits, and more.  Additionally, they make sure to remember Dad by sending "It's a Boy!" or "It's a Girl!" bubblegum 
cigars to wherever he is stationed. Join Operation Top Knot today a www.soldiersangels.org! 

During Month of the Military Child, Soldiers' Angels salutes Operation Military Kids (OMK) with their nationwide partnership of 
military and civilian organizations that coordinate social, recreational, and educational opportunities for school-age military kids 
in their communities. OMK encourages partners like 4-H clubs, Boys and Girls Clubs, and the American Legion to sponsor 
Month of the Military Child local events. Visit their website for more information and some great ideas to support the children 
of the United States Armed Forces! 

Month of the Military Child 

 

Thanks to a group of dedicated Angels and friends led by Lesa Wheaton, Sol-
diers’ Angels has received a $2000 check from Iwon.com!  Lesa’s team won 2nd 
place in the Iwon challenge for February 2011. 

Iwon.com is a free online community supporting nonprofits.  The site issues a 
new challenge each month for participants to earn points as a team by playing 
games, etc.  Teams with the top six points totals win money for their favorite 
charities.  

Lesa started the Soldiers’ Angels team two years ago and this is the first time 
they have won, relying on help from other teams on Iwon who banded together 
to help Soldiers’ Angels win!  

The Iwon Soldiers’ Angels team is looking for new members to continue its win-
ning streak!  It’s free and there’s a new challenge every month—more chances to win donations for Soldiers’ Angels!  

Congratulations to Lesa and her team for great Angeling!! 

Angels Win! 

http://soldiersangels.org/uploads/milchild2010.pdf�
http://soldiersangels.org/uploads/milchild2010.pdf�
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http://www.operationmilitarykids.com/�
http://blog.iwon.com/2011/03/15/february-2011-team-challenge-winners/#comment-1613�
http://www.iwon.com/teamInfo.jhtml?teamId=29750�


Adopting in Challenging Times 
I cannot reinforce to you how much your support means to every one of us.   

Please know that you are truly making a difference.  - LT "J" 

Wishing you could adopt one of the 1300 heroes currently on the waiting list, but con-
cerned that you can’t take on the financial responsibility in these challenging times?  There 
are options, no matter your situation.  In some cases, all you need is a single care package 
item, or even just your packing skills! 

Team Up with a Friend -- Whether it's your office mate, best friend, the family next door 
or a retiree from church, tell someone about Soldiers' Angels and adopting a hero. 
 Together you can split the costs of sending just one care package a month and take turns 
writing that one letter a week. 

Bring a Group Onboard -- Talk to your company about supporting an individual or a 
unit.  Participants can donate a single item for a care package or a couple dollars of post-
age each month.  All you have to do is pack it up! This is a great option for community 
organizations like sports teams/clubs, churches, youth groups (scouts), schools and Cham-
bers of Commerce.  By working through a group, everyone helps as they can and another 
soldier knows he or she is not forgotten.  When you've assembled a group that would like 
to support an individual hero or a whole unit, email groups@soldiersangels.org for tips and 
assistance. 

Be a Substitute Angel -- Do you know someone who says they're just too busy to adopt 
a soldier?  Offer to do it for them!  You can take on the responsibility of writing a weekly 
letter to your adopted hero while your co-adopter takes just five minutes per month to or-
der pre-made care packages for your hero from the Angels Store. 

Short-term Adoption -- Sometimes service members sign up for support just a couple of months before they are scheduled 
to return.  By the time they get to the top of the waiting list, they only need an Angel for about two months before mailstop 
begins.  To adopt one of these heroes for three months or less when available, email special@soldiersangels.org to be placed 
on the short-timers alert list. 

One-time Care Package -- This is a great option if you can't take on the responsibility of long-term support right now.  You 
can have the fun and satisfaction of assembling a great care package whenever you have the opportunity, and all the coop-
erative suggestions above can apply.  To get a hero's address for a one-time care package: sacorporate@soldiersangels.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You have no idea what effect you have on a soldier who receives something in the mail 
from a complete  stranger who is willing to give. - SPC James  
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Oh, Nuts! 

Sometimes Soldiers’ Angels is contacted by an individual, group or organization wanting to donate items that they have col-
lected for our troops but not really knowing how to handle it all.  These happy occasions can often result in lasting partner-
ships... 

A year ago, Angel Chris Vieira, daughter of a Retired Air Force Master Sergeant, contacted fellow Angel Caren Vink.  She was 
looking for a group of heroes to send healthy snacks that her father, MSGT (ret.) Conner was able to collect through his Elks 

Lodge. MSGT Conner is Chairman of the Support The Troops 
Campaign/Troop Package Program of Merced Elks Lodge 1240 
of Merced, California. Since that initial contact, Conner and the 
Lodge have teamed up with the Soldiers’ Angels Chaplain Sup-
port Team to distribute yummy nuts to deployed heroes. 

In the summer of 2010, Conner launched “Almonds for the 
Troops in Merced.”  When he contacted a number of local 
processing facilities—who in turn alerted their member growers 
about the project—it grew exponentially.  “We have received 
over 8,250 pounds of almonds, and as yet an unknown amount 
of walnuts (at least 500 pounds), and as yet an unknown 
quantity of pistachios and raisins,” Conner reported recently.   

To date, the Troops Campaign/Troop Package Program and 
the Elks Lodge have shipped over3000 pounds of almonds 

overseas and now have over 5000 pounds ready and waiting to be packaged.  Two companies in particular have made size-
able donations.  “Spycher Brothers Nut Company began by donating 500 pounds and processed and packaged an additional 
5500 pounds at no cost and will process and package any additional almonds that may come our way,” Conner says.  “Gold 
Hills nut company, a sizeable processing company, donated 2000 pounds of processed and packaged almonds.” 

What an amazing project! 
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We began our troop package program with the 
first package being sent on May 29, 2007 and have 
averaged over a package a day.  We operate the 
program with all volunteers and all funds that we 
collect are 100 percent dedicated to this program 
with no expenses deducted by the volunteers or 
administrative or any other expenses deducted by 
the Lodge.  In fact the Lodge budgets $3000.00 
from our charity fund for this purpose.  All funds 
generated from donations outside the lodge or 
fundraising events are entered into the lodge ac-
counting system to provide for accountability and 
complete visibility. –Conner 

Congratulations to  Elk Lodge 1240, Spycher Bros and Gold Hill Nuts for an amazing project, 
and thank you for your generous donations!  To MSGT (ret) Ernest Conner, thank you for your 
continuous support and  dedication to our heroes and the work of the Chaplain Support Team! 

 



Thank You 
Soldiers’ Angels recently received a very enthusiastic 
note and great pictures from a Chief Warrant Officer 
who had requested support for his Marine aviation 
unit, demonstrating how powerful a single care pack-
age can be to a Marine “stuck” on a ship… 

WOW!!!!!!!! 

What a wonderful day for the Marines of 
[redacted]!!  You guys really shot the moon with this 
delivery.  21 boxes!!  The boat was about a month 
behind in the mail delivery system and our entire 
mail shipment weighed over 25,000 pounds.  Every 
single one of my Marines was able to open a 
package and all of them were a huge hit!  I 
can’t tell you how much you have boosted mo-
rale around here.  We have been without supplies 

for weeks and the natives were getting restless, to say the 
least.  They got to put some smiles on their faces and tear 
into the boxes!  

We had a great time watching the Marines open their gifts.  
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.  We are forever 
indebted to you for your unswerving loyalty to our cause.  We 
have been away from home for a couple of months now and 
the homesickness has settled in.  We have many more months 
to go and you have made all of this a bit easier to handle. 

We are still unsure of our upcoming operations.  Our tasking 
can be changed at any moment, which is the common lifestyle 
aboard a nuclear aircraft carrier.  We are still hanging out off 
the coast of Saudi Arabia, waiting for tasking...    

Thanks again!  What an AWESOME day!  
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Ritzville schools to host Family Night, in support of 
troops  

The Ritzville School District has partnered with a Ritzville 
resident to support the Soldier’s Angels program through the 
district’s annual Family Night. 

Cozette Amador, a Ritzville resident since November, has 
two children enrolled in the Ritzville Grade School as well as 
a son, who is on active duty in the United States Marine 
Corps.  Amador is an active participant in the Soldier’s An-
gels program, a volunteer-led 501(c)(3) nonprofit program 
providing aid and comfort to the men and women enlisted in 
the military as well as veterans and their families.  The 
school’s family night is this Tuesday, March 8, beginning at 
5 p.m. The evening will feature putting together care packages for the Soldier’s Angels program. 

“Many people don’t realize it, but when a solider or Marine is injured in combat, they are whisked away to the nearest facility 
that can best treat their wounds,” Amador said. “They do not stop for the troop’s toiletries and personal items. So a solider or 
Marine can be without a toothbrush, toothpaste, floss and other items for a while.  Our goal is to gather enough supplies to 
give 50 soldiers or Marines the things they will need when they are no longer with their unit, and before their own items can 
be shipped to them.” 

Each grade level will be responsible for gathering a specific item, and each student is asked to donate two items. Organizers 
ask that all supplies are taken to the grade school office by Monday, March 7.  Kindergarten students are asked to collect 
shampoo; first grade – mouthwash; second grade – toothbrushes; third grade – toothpaste; fourth grade – lip balm/Chapstick 
(bee’s wax); fifth grade – deodorant; sixth grade – disposable razors; seventh grade – dental floss; and eighth grade – shaving 
cream.  Other ideas include chewing gum, mints and suckers.  All items should be for men, and in travel-sized containers only. 
Liquid products need to be four ounces or less. The organization also requests that hotel-supplied toiletries not be sent. 

During Family Night, each class is responsible for a different station where people may complete activities for inclusion in the 
care packages, such as cards, letters, thank you notes and letters from home – any home – are also welcome.  Once pack-
aged, organizers will send the donations to troops who are in an active military zone. 

Cozette writes:  “So, last night we all got together and put up over 60 care packages.  With over 100 volunteers, it was a great 
night.  We had veterans and preschoolers working side by side to create these gifts of love.  It was a GREAT night.” 

Shining Angels 

 

Congratulations to the Ritzville Schools!  AWESOME Angeling!  Thanks to ritzvillejournal.com for the story. 

Illinois Department of Veterans’ Affairs Honors Chatham Woman as March 2011 Veteran of the Month  
Air Force Veteran Rosemary Connolly recognized during Women’s History Month  

Sometimes some of the most dedicated Angels are so passionate because they know exactly how important their mission is—
they are veterans themselves and know that those who serve need to know America has their backs.  Such is the case with 
Angel Rosemary Connolly, who was named the Veteran of the Month of March by the Illinois Department of Veterans' Affairs 
at a ceremony on March 18 in Springfield.  

According to the Illinois VA, honorees are "recognized for significant public service contributions made at the local, state or 
national level and by excellence achieved through action above and beyond the call of duty. Nominees should also have made 
significant contributions in volunteer work in support of veterans and/or the military.  Nominations will be evaluated on the 
scope and impact of a nominees achievements and the extent to which his/her efforts benefit and provide inspiration to their 
community and other Veterans." 

As a Soldiers' Angel, Rosemary Connolly focuses on the Ladies of Liberty team, a perfect fit for a woman who spent so much 
of her life in the military herself.  Over the four years of her involvement with Soldiers' Angels, she has also adopted nearly a 
dozen deployed service members.  Connolly doesn't stop with Soldiers' Angels, though.  An avid motorcyclist, she is a member 
of the Illinois Patriot Guard, American Legion Post 32 Legion Riders, Mothers to Marines and an Honor Flight guardian. She 
also hosts the Wreaths Across America statehouse ceremony and is a life member of Women in Military Service for America 
Memorial, among many other affiliations.    Continued next page... 

http://www.illinois.gov/PressReleases/ShowPressRelease.cfm?SubjectID=2&RecNum=9288�
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A Milwaukee native and current information services specialist for the State of Illinois Department of Financial and Professional 
Regulation, Connolly served in the U.S. Air Force for 22 years, retiring as a Master Sergeant. She was deployed to Saudi Arabia 
during Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm. 

Shining Angels...continued 

 

Congratulations to Rosemary! 

S.A.V.E. Employee of the Month: Richard Caplette, II 
“Feelin’ the Angel Love and giving back” is the best way to describe April’s S.A.V.E Em-
ployee of the Month, former Marine Sergeant Richard Caplette II.  Although there’s no 
such thing as a former Marine, is there…? 

Caplette hit his service limit, “which means I didn't pick up SSGT in the USMC prior to the 
13 year mark,” he says when asked why he left the Corps in February 2010.  But during 
those 13 years of service, he had the good fortune to receive support from Soldiers’ An-
gels.  And the ties run even closer than that!—While part of the 4th Recon Battalion years 
ago, one of Caplette’s fellow reservists was Soldiers’ Angels Warehouse Manager Eric 
Rice and his Executive Officer was Soldiers’ Angels Program Manager Lance Dowd! 

After being transferred out of the 4th Recon Battalion, Caplette kept in touch with 
Rice.  For eleven months after leaving the Marines, he struggled to find employ-
ment until one day when he decided to contact Rice.  “When I told him I would 
love to work for Soldiers' Angels, he told me to come on in and a job would be here 
waiting for me,” Caplette says. 

Hired just two months ago, Caplette is the newest veteran to working in the Sol-
diers’ Angels Warehouse in San Antonio.  “I handle all the donations and purchases 
here at the warehouse,” explains Richard.  “I track everything that comes thru the 
warehouse doors.”  

Executive Director Toby Nunn is happy to have Richard onboard.  “Wonderful Ma-
rine that has taken his experience and is turning it into a positive force, trying to 
become a teacher,” he says in describing Caplette.  “Extremely professional and 
compassionate.  He and his wife Holly and are delightful and always going the extra 
mile to help anyway they can.”  Working for Soldiers’ Angels certainly allows Cap-
lette to give back and stay close to the military. 

Richard Caplette II and his wife, Holly. 

Thank you, Richard, for the interview and picture.  Most importantly,  
THANK YOU for the sacrifies you have made while serving our country. 



Voices of Battle 
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The Tyrants  
–by Joanna Fuchs 
www.poemsource.com  
 
The tyrants are on the loose again; 
They hate all but their own. 
They give their lives to kill us, 
To scatter our blood and bone. 
  
They care not whom they murder, 
Whether woman, man or child; 
Their minds are full of fury; 
Their sickness has gone wild. 
  
To rule the world with violence 
Is their one and only goal; 
Terror is their method; 
They want complete control. 
  
We’ve seen it all before, 
And we could not let it be; 
We gave our lives for freedom, 
For the world, and for you and me. 
 

 

For more  information on 
The Voices of Battle Project, 

please visit  

www.hevoiceofbattle.com.   

 

To submit a Military poem, 
story or essay, email  

thevoiceofbat-
tle@yahoo.com  

 
 
 
 
We fight all forms of oppression, 
Helping victims far and near, 
To keep the world from chaos, 
To protect what we hold dear. 
  
America’s the only country 
That gives with its whole heart, 
And asks so very little; 
We always do our part. 
  
So let’s unite again 
To subdue our newest foe, 
Whatever we must do, 
Wherever we must go. 
  
Let’s show the world once more 
That America is blessed 
With people who are heroes, 
Who meet each and every test 

Sixteen lucky military brides will be receiving sixteen gorgeous wedding dresses thanks to a 
generous bridal boutique.  Brides who write the best essay about their own love story will 
receive their targeted dress from among the choices listed below. 

Dress sizes range from 6 to 14, with a size 24 and a size 42 as well.  Some are brand new, 
others have been rented, but all are clean and in superb condition.  Most are very detailed, 
with additions of lace, cutouts or sequins.  For details on each dress, including multiple pic-
tures. 

Originally offered to a high school drama department who refused them for lack of room, 
the dresses came to Soldiers' Angels thanks to Angel Patreece, whose husband heard about 
them through his civilian job on a military base and alerted her.  She took home all 16 
dresses, cataloged and photographed them, and shipped them to the San Antonio ware-
house for dry cleaning and distribution.   

To view pictures of the available dress and full details of the contest, visit 
www.soldiersangels.org, click on “Search” in the left-hand menu and enter 
“wedding dresses.” 

Wedding Dress Essay Contest 

 

http://www.poemsource.com�
http://thevoiceofbattle.com�


Bringing Awareness to Brain Injuries  
Did you know that March was Brain Injury Awareness 
Month? Any person can receive a Traumatic Brian Injury 
(TBI). It can occur from playing sports, a car accident, a 
bad fall… and while serving your country.  As of September 
2010, the Pentagon official figures indicate that 115,000 
veterans have received a TBI injury while serving in Iraq or 
Afghanistan. 

The common causes of TBI in today’s military are bullets, 
fragments, blasts, falls, motor vehicle-traffic crashes, and 
assaults. The tricky  part of TBI is that one warrior could 
receive several “hits” and never suffer from TBI while an-
other warrior could receive just one blow or jolt and then 
show symptoms of TBI.   

Everyone copes with injury in their own unique ways, but 
what happens when a soldier can’t see the injury?  You are 
trained  to be a strong warrior, to protect and defend Amer-
ica against her enemies. And yet you are told that you being 

sent back to the States and being “benched” because have an injury 
called “TBI.” You may think to yourself “INJURY? I can still walk, run….”  
For all intents and purposes, there are NO visible signs of an injury. 
Something very similar happened to “Captain P.” 

During his first deployment Captain P received a mild TBI, but during his 
second deployment—due to the continuing blows and jolts of being 
blasted by enemy fire—”Captain P” suffered a “moderate” TBI injury.  
He experienced several of the symptoms of TBI, which were loss of con-
sciousness, severe headaches, balance problems, decreased cognitive 
ability, difficulty focusing his vision, and ringing in the ears.  The ringing 
in the captain’s ears is constant and cannot be corrected by a hearing 
aid since it is caused by the injury to his brain.  The vision problem isn’t 
due to his eyes, it’s because the connection to his brain was being over-
loaded. 

Unfortunately, it took awhile for everyone to figure out what was wrong 
with the captain.  He was eventually sent to Fort Carson for recovery, 
which was a long and frustrating journey. When he first began, he felt 
inadequate since everyone else was “blown up” and was cognitively 

okay, and he was removed for the length of the deployment because of an injury that wasn’t visible like the loss of a limb is. 

While recovering, Captain P felt weak and dumb.  A college graduate, during the deployment he was in charge of 16 other 
soldiers.  Then, all of a sudden he was having trouble remembering things and have failed 4th Grade.  More recently, Captain P 
participated in a video about TBI in hopes of encouraging his brothers 
and sisters in arms that have TBI.  He wants everyone to know there is 
hope for recovery—you just need to be patient and motivated.  

To those who have been in explosions, CPT P has a message: get 
checked out and to keep an eye on your fellow warriors; its easier to see 
the symptoms in someone else then in yourself.   

Captain P’s life itself is proof that there is hope.  He is now married, 
about to be a father for the first time, and is a Company Commander.  It 
was a long difficult road, but with the support, patience and drive to suc-
ceed,  he was able to recover from his injuries.  TBI is real, it’s serious, 
and it is recoverable.  As Captain P’s experience shows, getting evalua-
tion and treatment is key to coping with the challenges. 
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WHO IS AT HIGHEST RISK FOR TBI? 
Males are about 1.5 times as likely as females 
to sustain a TBI.  Military duties increase the 
risk of sustaining a TBI. 

 
SYMPTOMS OF MILD TBI (mTBI)/
CONCUSSION: 

Headaches 
Dizziness 
Excessive fatigue (tiredness) 
Concentration problems 
Forgetting things (memory problems) 
Irritability 
Balance problems 
Vision change 
Sleep disturbance 

If you would like more information about TBI and related issues, please visit www.realwarriors.net 

TBI is caused by a blow or jolt the head, 
although not all blows or jolts to the head 
will cause a TBI.  The severity of such an 
injury may range from “mild”—a brief 
change in mental status or conscious-
ness—to “severe,” an extended period of 
unconsciousness or amnesia after the in-
jury. The terms "concussion" and "mild 
TBI" (mTBI) are interchangeable (see 
www.dvbic.org for more information). 

 

http://www.dvbic.org�


When Batman was needed, the famed Bat Phone rang.  Unfortunately 
the Bat Phone exists only in the Comic books...or does it...?  

Created about five years ago, the Soldiers’ Angels Bat Phone Team as-
sists active duty personnel, veterans and military families in crisis. Sol-
diers’ Angels Bat Phone alerts differ significantly from AMY’S QRF 
ALERTS or TLC Requests in that Bat Phone support is often more intense 
and the process to qualify for Bat Phone assistance is much more in-
volved.  When Soldiers’ Angels is contacted by someone who is aware of 
a need, the need is reviewed by Caren Vink, Bat Phone Team Leader. 
Caren makes contact with the person and a detailed conversation is con-
ducted, wherein everything about the situation is revealed. Depending 
on whether the hero requiring assistance is active-duty or a veteran, 
Caren contacts their Commanding Officer or case worker to verify  eve-
rything.  If the situation requires financial assistance, proof of the need/
issue is required.  Once everything is verified, their story and the assis-
tance desired go out by email to the Bat Phone Angels. "It is in the spirit 
of compassion displayed by our Bat Phone donors that Soldiers' Angels 
has been able to answer the crisis calls for help," says Caren. 

Last month at the Soldiers’ Angels Annual Meeting, Caren shared her stories of the many amazing people who have stepped 
up to help our heroes and their families when the Bat Phone is activated. Caren also sends certain requests for assistance to 
large companies, and at the meeting she happily reported that most of them usually reply and many are very excited to help, 
often going above and beyond what has been requested.    

Wondering how or with what type of urgent situations the Bat Phone 
Team helps? In one situation, a case worker was hoping to help a 
wounded warrior/veteran and his family with Christmas.  He contacted 
Soldiers’ Angels for assistance with Christmas presents. While Caren 
was working with the care coordinator on something else, she learned 
about that particular hero’s difficulties and decided to  place him and 
his family on the Bat Phone.  Within 48 hours of the Bat Phone email 
going out, the Angels came to the rescue. Not only did the children 
receive Christmas presents, but the Bat Phone Angels were able send 
enough donations to assist the hero and his family with their most-
pressing needs. “It’s been amazing. I’m overwhelmed,” the hero ex-
pressed in awe.  “I definitely didn’t expect this; it’s a miracle.  It really 
gives you hope.”    

Bat Phone Angels may not be able to fight the injustice in the world as 
Batman does in Gotham, but they sure know how to give our heroes 
and their families hope, and change their lives. 
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 Bravo To The King of Horror! Spotlighted Team:  Bat Phone 

If you would like your team to be spotlighted, 
pick ONE member of your team to be interviewed 
and send an email to newsletter@soldiers-
angels.org with the Subject Field “Spotlighted 
Team.” 

 

Thank  you  to Caren Vink for the interview.  If you would like to join the Bat Phone team 
and be added to the email list, please email: batphone@soldiersangels.org 

Discounts & Donations 
Did you know that you can get discounts on purchases just for being a Soldiers’ Angel?  Or that you 
can do your regular shopping and create donations to Soldiers’ Angels at the same time without 
spending one more penny on your purchases?  You can even earn money for Soldiers’ Angels simply 
by using your online browser!  

Soldiers’ Angels has collected links to companies that offer discounts and donations to Soldiers’ An-
gels to help Angels support the troops while shopping.  The page is constantly being updated, so 
check back often for new discounts/donations from great companies who support the troops! 

www.soldiersangels.org/discounts-for-soldiers-angels 

 

http://www.soldiersangels.org/discounts-for-soldiers-angels.html�
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Sewing Team Information & Contacts  
          

Vice President—Sewing Team Sewing Team Newsletter Germany Blankets of Hope      
Director—Blankets of Hope Karen Giffen Maryann Phillips 
Dee Jerge bohnewsletter@gmail.com mphillips@soldiersangels.org 
blanketsofhope@soldiersangels.org                                                  
djerge@soldiersangels.org Cooling Scarves Crafts Corner/Crochet Team  
 Deborah Delcorio Deborah Delcorio 
Sand Scarves coolscarf@soldiersangels.org         crochet@soldiersangels.org  
Anita Dice 
sandscarf@soldiersangels.org Operation Top Knot 
 Caitlynn Pysar  
 optopknot@soldiersangels.org 

Sewing Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EIGHT YEARS… 

Operation Iraqi Freedom began on March 20, 2003.  Our heroes have been deploying there for EIGHT years now! 

Blankets of Hope was created very soon after that.  Our purpose was to keep our wounded heroes warm on their way home…  
and to remind them that we haven’t forgotten them.  These blankets are made with loving and grateful hands and will con-
tinue to be made until our job is over.  As far as we know, there is no date for “over.” 

In the last 30 days, the Sewing Team has signed on 35 new sewers and crafters!  WELCOME! 

I continue to be humbled by the love, enthusiasm, and willingness of those of you who are still here, have come back again, or 
are new to our project.  Our blankets DO make a difference to a young, cold, tired, hurting hero in the confines of a C-17 
bringing him or her home. 

PATRIOT PILLOWCASES—Please check out our newest project!  Katie is coordinating the creation of happy, colorful pillow-
cases for our heroes. 

Again, thank you on behalf of those who receive your blankets, scarves and pillowcases.  You are bringing a tangible gift of 
loving comfort that carries a bigger message than we can understand.  

Love, 
 
 
Dee :) 

Dee Jerge, Vice President—Sewing 
Team 
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To Soldiers’ Angels... Cont. Activities and Fundraisers 

April 
 
Day at the Docks—April 17 at San Diego Sportsfishing Landings, Pt Loma 
CA (http://www.sportfishing.org/DAD00/todo11.htm).  Come join us for our 
4th consecutive year raising funds and awareness for Soldiers' Angels. The 
festival includes live entertainment, deep sea fishing seminars, contests, 
great food, and boat rides/  Volunteers are needed to help man the booth 
and raise funds for First Response Backpacks. Contact Susan at 

cncca26@gmail.com. 
Montana Horses Annual Horse Roundup 
and Drive Photography Expedition - April 
21-25, 2011 Mantle Ranch is offering a 
chance at FOUR positions on the 2011 Montana 
Horses Annual Horse Roundup & Drive 
"Capturing True Emotion" Photography Expedi-
tion with Val Westover and Stephanie Adriana 
for $100!  Buy a raffle ticket now and you could 
join us and Soldiers' Angels during the Big 
Event. Winners must participate in the 2011 
Horse Drive Photography Expedition and are 
responsible for their own travel to and from 
BZN on April 21 and April 25.  For more  infor-
mation for this event  please visit 
http://www.montanahorses.com/ or email the 

Mantle Ranch at info@montanahorses.com  and the GALA 
Benefit this May in Las Vegas, where we will present "The 
Roundup" to the Heroes and Horses guest of honor and un-
veil the latest from "The Drive."  Contact Jeff Pappas for 
sponsorship details at jeffpappas@hotmail.com 
 
Fort Hood Baby Shower—April 30, 2011 from 12pm - 
3pm at Fort Hood.  For more information, email Lindsay Varn 
at lvarn@soldiersangels.org  And remember, you can sponsor 
a growing military family by going to the Angel Store at 
www.angelsstore.org and searching for “babysponsor.” 
 
May 
 
Gator by the Bay Zydeco, Blues and Crawfish Festival—May 6-8 at Spanish Landing in downtown San Diego, CA. Moth-
ers Day weekend come help us at this exciting kick-up-your-heels-and-eat-some-Cajun-delight festival 
(www.sandiegofestival.com/index.html)! Eighty performances on six stages, great food and a Mardis Gras-style parade. We 
have always done very well raising funds at this event and need lots of volunteers.  Volunteer shifts are 8:00-12:00, 12:00-
4:00 and 4:00-8:00 on Saturday and Sunday. We may set-up Friday (TBA).  If you can volunteer please contact Susan Lawson 
at ctlca26@gmail.com 
 
 

 

I NEED YOUR HELP! If you know of an event, activity or fundraiser for Soldiers’ Angels 
that is either sponsored by or for Soldiers’ Angels, please let me know.    

My goal is for every state to take part in this new addition,  
so PLEASE email me at newsletter@soldiersangels.org 

http://www.sportfishing.org/DAD00/todo11.htm�
http://www.sandiegofestival.com/index.html�
http://gmail.com�


 

The Soldiers’ Angels Newsletter, 
Calling All Angels, has a blog to 
help give you reader an additional 
way to voice opinions, comments, 
ideas and stories. ALL deadlines 
will be for submission—whether 
stories, announcements or news-
letters—will be posted on the blog. 
There are also links to previously-
published Newsletters.  

 

Please visit  

callingallangelsnews.blogspot.com  

or send an email to  

newsletter@soldiersangels.org 

Pics Page! 
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Soldiers’ Angels 

1792 E.  Washington Blvd. 

Pasadena, CA 91104  

  Tax ID# 20-0583415 

Angels@SoldiersAngels.org • 1792 E.  Washington Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91104 • (615) 676-0239 • www.soldiersangels.org 
Soldiers’ Angels is a non-profit 501(c)(3) • Tax ID# 20-0583415 

 

 

 

 

SoldiersAngels.org 

May No Soldier Go Unloved,  

May No Soldier Walk Alone, 

May No Soldier Be Forgotten,  

Until They All Come Home. 


	April 2011
	The Voices of The Angels
	Saluting Angels and Heroes
	Saluting Angels and Heroes…..cont.
	Adopting in Challenging Times
	Oh, Nuts!
	Thank You
	S.A.V.E. Employee of the Month: Richard Caplette, II
	Voices of Battle
	Bringing Awareness to Brain Injuries 
	Pics Page!

