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The Voices of the Angels 

 

Dear Angels and Friends, 

The month of May has been and always will be the month to 
which lots happens and sets the tone for the year. Coming off 
the winter and into the spring its the time of year that we try 
to reinvigorate ourselves and those around us. With the holi-
days of Armed Forces Day and Memorial Day to bring our He-
roes and Veterans into the fore front of our minds recognizing 
the ultimate sacrifices that many families and veterans have 
made to make America all that she is today. 

Soldiers' Angels continues to support our heroes and families 
forward and returned, this is not a quarterly event or holiday 
driven mission it's the understanding and appreciation for our 
country and those that have volunteered to uphold and de-
fend it. We would like to challenge our Angels to be more am-
bassadorial in the local communities, get out and down to the 
parades, fly your flags and share the testimonies of those you 
know who have served and sacrificed. Memorial Day is the 
day for this, charge your community to make troop support 
more popular culture and watch the momentum carry through 
the Fourth of July and continue through the summer and fall 
all the way to Veterans Day and on to the Holiday Season. 

For Armed Forces Day, Soldiers' Angels took the music pro-
gram on the road. Traveling from San Antonio to Canyon Lake 
the members of the "Tunes for Wounds" crew showcased the 
musical skills while being backed by the professional instruc-
tors and other selected bands. The event was held at a popu-
lar outdoor spot at the Canyon Lake Marina, with a Volleyball 
Tournament and Crawfish Boil to compliment the music it was 
a wonderful sunny outdoor event.  

In California, Robinson Family Vineyards in Napa held an 
event in Support of Soldiers' Angels that raised several thousand dollars in donations and a plethora of needed items for care 
packages but also blankets for First Response Backpacks. These types of events keep the community engaged and our Angels 
inspired. Being fortunate to attend several Soldiers' Angels events of all different types nothing keeps my head in the fight 
more than standing alongside our wonderful Angels and letting their passion push us harder to do more and accomplish more 
goals.  

V/R 
Toby J. Nunn 
Executive Director  

It’s angels all around when Soldiers’ Angels and an exciting company called Cellar Angels team up to 
support the troops.   

Cellar Angels combines a passion for wine, a niche service to top-notch small wineries and a desire 
to help make the world a better place.  Each week they feature a different fine wine exclusively via 
their email list, allowing members to grab a great wine and a great deal.  When customers elect to 
purchase that featured wine, they are invited to send 10% of the price of their purchase to one of a 
handful of nonprofits.  Now, Soldiers’ Angels is listed as one of the choices! 

If you like fine wine and love the troops (or know someone else who does), this is a great opportu-
nity to combine two favorite things!   

Thank you, Cellar Angels for this great opportunity!  For more information about Cellar Angels and 
their big hearts for the troops, see www.CellarAngels.org. 

Angelic Organizations Double Up 

http://www.CellarAngels.org�


Tip Your Wings 
It was news heard round the world that Americans 
of every age waited ten long years to hear: On May 
1st, President Barrack Obama announced that a 
joint military operation led by warriors known as 
“SEAL Team 6” had found and killed Osama Bin 
Laden! 

Our lives were changed ten years ago, when Bin 
Laden attacked us and America and her allies came 
together first and for most to support their fellow 
man, then to find the monster responsible and 
bring him to justice.  

Our brave men and women have sacrificed a vari-
ety of things over the years—their health (both 
mental and physical) and their time, and many of 
them have made the ultimate sacrifice—to fight Al-
Qaeda, terrorism as a whole and to find and bring 
Bin Laden to justice. SEAL Team 6 are the ones 
who carried out the final order, but we can NOT 
FORGET ALL the service members who have made sacrifices that led up to the success of that one group of heroes. 

“I have a little story for you,” childhood friend Jason Eisenberg sent in an email.  Eisenberg, his wife and daughter had gone 
out to lunch the day after President Obama made the announcement of Bin Ladin’s death.  As the Eisenberg family and the 
other restaurant patrons were enjoying their meal, in walk four Army heroes.  Jason said the restaurant broke out into ap-
plause.  

“My daughter asked who they were and what they did,” Jason wrote. He and his wife explained to their daughter what had 
recently happened. “She took my newspaper and went up and asked for their autograph!,” Jason exclaimed.  “They started to 
chuckle and signed the newspaper.”  For the rest of her life, their daughter will have the front page of the Detroit News that 
reads “US KILLS BIN LADEN” with a picture of him and the Twin Towers burning, but for now it will be hanging in her room!  

It was Jason’s sweet story about his daughter that inspired this story’s twist of Thank you and appreciation to our Armed 
Forces… 

As most of us probably did that night, when I heard that Bin Laden was dead, I screamed a few times which led to my hus-
band shushing me so no one would call the police and so that he could hear President Obama.  After calming down, I told my 
husband I had to go down to the Armed Forces Recruiting Office—that I just had to thank them. Unfortunately (or fortu-
nately),  it was necessary  to stop in to the Armed Forces Recruiting Office on both Monday and Tuesday, since not all four 
branches of the Services were in on Monday! 

In their own words, here are other Bin Laden stories from some of our Angels… 

Charles Johnston posted online, “When I found out, I went to the Garage, got a beer out of the fridge popped a top and cele-
brated a glorious feat against terrorism. That beer sure did taste good.” 

Carol Gates told about her children's reaction: “My kids were all happy and excited, right down to my 8 yr old. My daughter 
with Aspersers Syndrome asked more questions to remember details, but she was happy too.” 

“My 5 yr old daughter was so excited she said "Finally! Praise God,” writes Jamie Stoltz,  her seven year old son said "Great! 
How'd they get him!?"   As Jamie and her children we watching Fox News he seven year old son had this to say, "Well so 
much for meetin' Jesus! At least Bin Laden won't be in heaven when I get there!" 

Let's not forget on 9/11 we all saw the scenes from across the middle east of people, including children, dancing in the 
streets, posted  Darryl Lovell. 

As the ten years after 9/11 dragged on, the question of “Will we ever catch him?” became larger and larger.  Doubt began to 
settle in for many—whether doubt in our military’s capabilities, our government or just in general, a small part of most people 
that figured Bin Laden would never be brought to justice.  There are moments in history, where you will ALWAYS remember 
where you were and what you were doing, and thanks to our Armed Forces, EVERY AMERICAN WILL REMEMBER where they 
where and what they were doing when it was announced that the man who killed so many innocent Americans and people 
from countries around the world was “brought to justice,” courtesy of America’s Armed Forces... 
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THANK YOU to all of our heroes for the past 10 years, and for all of the sacrifices you continue to make. 
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Military dog-tags are used in every branch of 
service, worn so that if a service member is 
wounded in a warzone  the medics can ensure 
that person receives the proper medical care and 
religious support they may need.  It’s very rare 
to find official military dog-tags just laying 
around, but that’s what happened to Soldiers’ 
Angel Kim Wagner… 

“One day in October 2009, a coworker of mine 
came to me on break and tossed an object on 
the table in front of me,” begins Kim. “He said he 
had found it in Kennedy Park on one of his bike 
rides and wondered if I could find the rightful 

owner of it.”  As most  tags do these dog-tags had the social security number, blood type and other important  information 
“Knowing how much work I do with the soldiers and the veterans in the area, he knew if anyone, I would be able to find out 
who it belonged to,” tells Kim and went onto say, “With a little help, I was able to find out who owned it and actually got an 
email address to go with it.”  

So Kim typed up an email explaining who she was and why she was emailing SGT Robert J. Barrett. It just happened that that 
weekend was his weekend drill with the National Guard. “We chatted online and text messaged during the course of the week-
end...and every day after. We made plans to get together before they deployed, to no avail, it never happened,” recalls Kim. 

Like any Angel does, Kim told SGT Barrett all about Soldiers’ Angels and how we support our Armed Forces.  “He was so ex-
cited to hear all about what we do, what we stood for.  Before they even left the States, I already had a list of his battle bud-
dies, and their likes/dislikes,” Kim says.  “I was officially “adopted” by Rob and his unit once they arrived in Afghanistan.”  

Kim and Rob talked often about a wide range of things.  Kim expressed her concerns that she still had his dog-tags and wasn’t 
able to give them to him, but Barrett told her, “Don’t worry.  Jang onto it so I have something to come home to.” 

Sergeant Barrett’s FRG (Family Readiness Group) asked Kim to be a part of the monthly meetings,  so every meeting Kim 
would spread the word about how Soldiers’ Angels provides support to both heroes and their families. Kim was glad to be able 
to meet a few family members of some of Rob’s battle buddies. 

Kim continues the story... 

“One evening in one of our chats, Rob mentioned how good it was to have an Angel of his own, and that it was like having a 
second Mom…  I was so floored and I kidded with him, telling him I wasn’t old enough to be his Mom, that ‘Big Sister’ sounded 
so much better.  So, every time we signed off, it was ‘Love You, 
Take Care, Stay Safe!.’  Of course he would rib me and put ‘Love 
you too, Sis!’  I had told him I NEVER say ‘Goodbye’ because it’s 
too final. He appreciated that, and never did he say Goodbye to 
me at the end of our chats… always had a smiley face or a heart, 
but never the word bye.” 

“One Sunday morning I was online and got to chat with him.  I 
hadn’t heard from him in a day or two, so it was a welcome bright 
spot in my day. He had asked what my plans for the day were, 
and of course I told him I was going to my Mom’s house for Sun-
day dinner.  I made sure to rub it in that we were having roast 
with potatoes.  He laughed and told me to Seal-A-Meal some and 
send it to him.  After chatting for about an hour, it was  time for 
him to get something to eat and go to bed, and I was getting 
ready to head off to my Mom’s for the day.  As usual, we ended 
our chat with ‘Love you, Stay Safe and God Bless,’ and he replied 
“Love you too, Sis.” 

“Little did I know I would never get another chance to talk with 
him. Those were the last words I read from him. That was on April 
18, 2010.”                                                            ...continued 

The Dog Tags - A Memorial Day Story 

 



Dog Tags (continued) 

can be a little bit more difficult when the fallen soldier is 
an Angel’s own adopted hero. “When I heard the news, I 
felt my heart literally break,” Kim says.  “For someone I 
had never met or touched in person...he certainly touched 
my heart,”  

When she learned what had happened, Kim contacted 
Soldiers’ Angels founder Patti Patton-Bader to let her know 
that her hero was killed and that she would be represent-
ing Soldiers’ Angels at the wake.  Patti sent some beautiful 
Soldiers’ Angels pins and memorial coins to share with 
Barrett’s family and the families of the soldiers who were 
left behind in Afghanistan after having seen this happen.  

“After two long weeks of waiting for them to send him 
back home to Massachusetts from Dover AFB, the day had 
come to pay our last respects to this young hero,” Kim 
recalls.  “I was there at the Durfee High School when the 
funeral parlor brought his casket to the auditorium for the 
wake.”  Kim gave the items from Patti to the Patriot Guard 

Riders and veterans in attendance, and to the families “all with a heavy heart, knowing the reason why I had to give these 
out,” she says, “to keep his memory alive, letting them all know that we Angels had his back.” 
Since the loss of SGT Barrett the city of Fall River, Massachusetts has lost four more heroes: 

Sergeant Robert J. Barrett - suicide bomber in Afghanistan 
Scott Andrews –  IED in Afghanistan. 
Paul Fagundes - died trying to save a couple of his Marines 

from drowning on a holiday in Guantanamo Bay 
Ethan Goncalo - passed away in his camp in Afghanistan of 

unknown causes 

“I have been given the honor of meeting the families of the fallen, 
also of another hero lost a year prior to Rob’s death, Kyle Harrington,” 
adds Kim.  “I call them ‘MY Gold Star Families,’ since they have all 
given the ultimate sacrifice for ME. I proudly wear my memory brace-
let bearing Rob’s name as much as I can, since I was given it along 
with all of his unit members.” 

The NJROTC wing at the Durfee High School where Barrett attended 
is going to have a dedication ceremony and has invited Kim. 

May we never  forget these five heroes that paid the ultimate sacrifice 
for us! 
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THANK YOU Angel Kim Wagner for sharing this heartwarming story.  GREAT ANGELING ! 

SGT Barrett’s Memorial in Afghanistan 

“SGT Barrett was a highly-decorated NJROTC 
soldier in high school, and was part of the 
Honor Guard of Massachusetts. He was 20 
years old and was a dad to Sophie, a 2-year-old 
spitting image of him.  He lived with his parents 
and his grandma, all of whom he absolutely 
adored. He wanted me to be sure that I took 
care of his buddies who were over there with 
him.  What an incredible young man.”  

  - Soldiers’ Angel Kim 



Interview With A Hero: Sean M. Lofland 
In the summer of 2005, former Specialist Sean M.  
Lofland joined the Army.  It wasn’t until shortly after 
he joined that he was told that every generation in his 
family in America—with the exception of his father—
had joined a branch of service.  Sean says he joined 
“to serve and protect my country, to see the world, to 
meet new people.” 

Lofland is an Iraq War Veteran and was deployed to 
Kuwait.  Unfortunately, he did not learn about Soldiers’ 
Angels until he was stationed back in Germany.  When 
a fellow soldier was attempting to boost his morale, he 
told Lofland that there was an organization called Sol-
diers’ Angels that supports the troops.  “I thought it 
was cool that people cared,” Lofland said when asked 
how he felt when he heard about Soldiers’ Angels. 

Before he knew it, he started receiving letters and care 
packages from his Angel, which was a big help.  Hav-
ing an Angel helped keep Lofland focused and very 
entertained, as his Angel usually had a funny story or 
two to tell in the letters she sent. 

Lofland has two favorite stories, one just about his 
Angel and the other about Soldiers’ Angels as a whole.  
In 2007, he was med-boarded out of the Army for an 
old injury.  When he found out he was being medically 
discharged and received his flight itinerary, he asked 
his Angel how close she lived to Dulles.  She told him 
it was only ten minutes and he asked if she would like 
to meet for a few minutes.  A few days, she Angel 
found out that Lofland had a layover in Dulles and was 
just going to sleep at the gate.  The Angel said, “No, 
he can sleep on our couch!”  At first Lofland wasn’t too 

sure how the husband would feel, but his Angel and her 
husband took him out to dinner and took him home to 
their place, where he slept on their couch.    

The second story really touched his heart.  About a year 
ago a mutual friend of Lofland and his Angel asked Sol-
diers’ Angels for help Lofland and his wife Sarah with the 
upcoming birth of their first child, especially during the 
most difficult time when there were complications due to 
Sarah’s health.  The friend and his wife were grateful for 
all the support they received, both during her pregnancy 
and after their son was born.   
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A special Thank You to Sean Lofland for the 
interview and picture.  Most importantly, 

THANK YOU for the sacrifices you have made. 

Army Veteran Sean Lofland 
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Just Twelve Days of Christmas?  Here at Soldiers’ Angels we're stretching it out to six whole months to make sure our troops 
know how much they are loved and appreciated when the Winter Holidays finally arrive! 

Every year, Soldiers’ Angels aims to send a Wrapped in Holiday Spirit care package to each deployed hero.  This year, budgets 
are tight but we can do it all together... a little bit at a time… 

For each of the next six months, Soldiers’ Angels will focus on collecting one component of the Wrapped in Holiday Spirit care 
package.  Whether you send a pair of socks in a small padded envelope, or a big box of handmade blankets, every bit will add 
up to fantastic packages full of love for our deployed troops during the Holiday Season! 

This is a great project of the month for a youth group, classroom community organization or church, etc. At your place of 
business, it can be as simple as putting out a box so that everyone can bring one pair of socks or a couple packets of hot 
chocolate each.  If you and all your friends or coworkers send one item, that easily could mean another dozen gifts for the 
troops—it all adds up!  If you’re really ambitious, how about putting on an event to raise one month’s item, or maybe throwing 
a blanket-making party (link to news stories)?  For help in planning an event in your area, please email 
events@soldiersangels.org. 

This month we are collecting socks for the troops.  A nice clean pair of new socks is often a welcome luxury for de-
ployed service members, especially in remote areas where they don’t have access to laundry facilities and are walking many 
miles a day.  Think of how happy a hero will be to snuggle his or her tired toes into a pair of comfy new socks you donated for 
a Wrapped in Holiday Spirit care package! 

Boot-length/athletic socks and ankle socks in men's and 
women's sizes are both welcome.  Colors include white/tan/khaki 
made of 100% cotton/wool (specialty sport/hiking/tactical socks in these 
colors also appreciated).  Whether 1 or 100 pairs, every package of socks 
you send will bring a smile to a deployed hero this Holiday Season! 

Please ship your gift of socks for the troops to: 

Soldiers' Angels 
Six Months of Christmas 
4408 N PanAm Exprwy 
San Antonio, TX 78218 

 

Chaplain Ed Calls on Angels Again 

Six Months of Christmas 

Chaplain Ed’s first request for assistance through the Soldiers’ Angels Chaplain Support Team (CST) was a smashing success!  
Now he has stepped forward with a smaller-but-still-vital need.  The chaplain wrote to the CST: 

"As I am working through the reintegration programming, I am working on developing a program much like a 2-Day Va-
cation Bible School.  On the Academic side these are the books I am looking to obtain. Do you think Soldiers’ Angels 

could do one last operation for Task Force Gambler?" 

CST Leader Dina has the details… 

I of course told him we would be honored to help! I know we can work to-
gether on this one, so the kiddos will be blessed, just like you all blessed the 
families from his group with our previous book project. Here are the books he 
is looking for: 

 No Excuses by Dr. Wayne W. Dyer - 50 copies 
 How Full is your Bucket?: For Kids by Tom Rath & Mary Reckmeyer - 50 
copies 
 Chicken Soup for the Preteen Soul - by Jack Canfield - 50 copies 
 The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens by Sean Covey - 35 copies 

Please scour used bookstores, online pricing (I found some of them on Amazon.com for 57 cents + shipping), friends and 
neighbors. Chaplain Ed, and all of the families and I will be forever grateful for your generosity and help.  Just as before, gen-
tly used is absolutely fine and just as appreciated as before.   

Please email me at cst@soldiersangels.org if you are able to purchase/send any of these requested books.  The deadline is 
June 24, as the program begins July 1. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/No-Excuses-How-What-Your/dp/1401925839/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1305314324&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/How-Full-Your-Bucket-Kids/dp/1595620273/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1305314228&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Chicken-Soup-Preteen-Soul-Stories/dp/1558748008/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1305314168&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Habits-Highly-Effective-Teens/dp/0684856093/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1305316041&sr=8-1�


Thanks from 3/5 Marines—Answering the Question 

In May, 3/5 Marines ("Darkhorse") returned to their home at Camp Pendleton after a bloody and bruising but successful de-
ployment to Sangin, Afghanistan. 

In addition to adoptions and regular shipments of care packages while the unit was deployed, Soldiers' Angels threw a baby 
shower for the battalion's mothers-to-be, was onhand for many of their welcome home events and threw a party for the fami-
lies.  Shortly before returning stateside, Darkhorse's commanding officer wrote Soldiers' Angels to describe what all the sup-
port from Angels across the country has meant to him and his Marines (image here): 

On behalf of 3d Battalion, 5th Marines --the Darkhorse--I would like to thank you from the bottom of my heart for your gener-
osity and personal efforts to support my Marines and Sailors on our recent deployment to Helmand Province, Afghani-
stan...[W]ith on-going combat operations and the sheer volume of support from patriots like you, I cannot hope to write a 
personal note for the thousands of packages we have received from all over America. 

Oftentimes, when Marines and Sailors deploy far from home in defense of America's freedom, not only do their miss their 
families, but occasionally wonder if their efforts and sacrifice are making a difference.  Some may even wonder if the American 
people appreciate what they are doing.  As crazy at that seems to patriotic Americans like you, I assure you that, for those of 
us deployed and in harm's way, your support has answered those questions once and for all.  In fact, your gener-
osity has warmed our hearts and given us a little piece of America here in Sangin, Afghanistan.  You have made us feel like we 
are making a difference.  With your gifts, we know that not only are we not alone here, but we have millions of 
patriots standing behind us as we take the fight to the enemy. 

...While ISAF's mission is certainly not complete in Sangin and will continue on for some time now, the Darkhorse, with you 
behind us, has changed the situation in Sangin from one of hopelessness to hope. 

My Battalion and I are deeply grateful for your generous support.  God bless you and yours, the Corps and the United 
States. 

Semper Fidelis, 

Jason L. Morris 
Lieutenant Colonel, USMC 
Commanding Officer 
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Free Fallin’ for Our Heroes 
Remember Jump (For My Love) by the Pointer 
Sisters and Free Falling by Tom Petty? How 
about TRULY doing those two things...?  

In the early  part of last summer, Soldiers’ Angel 
Mark Groth decided to try something new and 
different to bring awareness to Juvenile Diabetes 
at Skydive Milwaukee: skydiving. “I was immedi-
ately hooked on free fall,” says Mark.“ I wanted 
to jump again, and one way to reduce cost was 
to jump as a group.”  As he gathered people to-
gether,  the group decided  that their skydiving 
plans should be turned into a charity event…. 
Since Mark is an Angel—and we all know angels 
love to fly—it only seem fitting that the event 
benefit Soldiers’ Angels, specifically Soldiers' An-
gels in the Milwaukee area who are active in the 
Milwaukee VA.  “This was a way to keep the 
money we donated local and benefit the men and 
women who have proudly served our nation,” 
Mark explains.   

Dubbed the MSG Glenn Helwer Invitational Free 
Fall, the event was named in honor of retired 
Master Sergeant Glenn Helwer, who attends the same church as Mark.  “He would have been our oldest jumper at 69, but 
much to his chagrin his doctor didn't clear him,” Mark remembers and adds,  “The name fits nonetheless, as he had been Air-
borne and is quite the character with a lot of history.”   

Last year’s Free Fall was such a huge hit that the event will be held annually.  So if you are in  the Milwaukee area, you too 
can have an experience of a lifetime, Free Fallin’ as you Jump for your love  of our veterans.  As Mark says, “I will never be 
able to repay that debt.  This is only one small way to say thanks.” 

The 2nd Annual MSG Glenn Helwer Invitational Free Fall will be held on June 25, 2011.  “The jumpers will be soliciting dona-
tions for use at the Milwaukee VA by the Wisconsin Soldiers' Angels,” replorts Iris Wilde, Soldiers’ Angels Wisconsin Commu-
nity Network Coordiantor.  “The group has a monthly ice cream social/bingo at the VA; it is a very popular event.  The funds 
from last year helped purchase prizes.” 

The free falling Angels could use help from any Angels who would like to donate so some of our Veterans can go skydiving.  
This years event is being graciously sponsored by Ranger Up, who have donated $300 and 15 free shirts (the money will cover 
two veterans to jump). 

I would also like to thank all the jumpers who foot their own bill for the jump,” says Iris.  “It isn't cheap but it sure is fun!” 

The more people who sign up, the cheaper it is for everyone to jump! 
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Tandem Group Rates 

 
 Group  Organizer  
Size Rate Rate 
3-4 $179 $179 
5-6 $169 $149 
7-8 $159 $139 
9-10 $152 $132 
11-12 $149 $109 
13-14 $145 $105 
15 $139 $99 



May is the month of many different celebrations, Na-
tional Military Appreciation Month, the start of summer 
with Memorial Day and the holiday that celebrates 
moms, so why not combine a few of the celebrations 
into one...? 

“Marcia and I both support everyone who supports the 
needs of our veterans, so I would say, yes, I am a friend 
of you Angels,” replied Patricia Stoller, the co-founder of 
SERVICE: Disabled Veterans in Transition, when asked if 
she was a member of Soldiers’ Angels or a friend of Sol-
diers’ Angels. 

Emmy Award winner Patricia and independent filmmaker Marcia Rock worked together on previous projects.  “I have been 
working with testimonial designed to help victims of trauma for a while,” says Patricia.  “This naturally led to my wanting to 
work with veterans.  So I started working with student veterans at the City University of New York.” She attempted to talk 
with the veterans to see if they received support through the creative arts.  “I just decided to make a little film of them at the 
Ball (their celebration of their success at school and their transition from active duty to being in school),” she explains.   

While attending City of University New York, Patricia also became friends with a few veterans who had service dogs.  “I visited 
and fell in love with an organization that trains service dogs for the disabled, including veterans.  (East Coast Assistance dogs, 
(www.ecad1.org) and I wanted to tell a story about service dogs,” she says. 

Marcia had used some Patricia’s music in a film that she made about salt harvesters in Ghana and she had always wanted to 
make a film dealing with disabilities.  “There I was with all these vet contacts that many civilians don’t have,” Patricia says, 
“and there she was wanting to do a piece about woman and disabilities.” Service: Disabled Women Veterans in Transition was 
born. 

It just so happened that Patricia still had a few contacts at City of University New York...  “There I was, this whacky civilian, 
and the student in the CUNY student vet club vetted me and it I made the cut with a few...so one vet led to another,” Patricia 
explains how she and Marcia kicked of the first documentary. 

Women—especially “gal pals” such as Patricia and Marcia—often enjoy “girl talk,” talking about everything from shopping to 
the person that they are dating.  So, though Patricia and Marcia, why not have the same setting for the documentary, a com-
fortable setting for the female veterans as they open up about their lives?   And that’s exactly what they did. 

One of the veterans featured is CPL (ret.) Sue Downes (USA), who was deployed to Afghanistan in 2005, “I was deployed with 
the 554th Military Police Co., attached to the 10th Mountain Division out of New York,” says Downes in the documentary.  “I 
was stationed in Logar Province, where we had only about 50 personnel.” 

Shortly after returning from her R&R she was asked if she wanted to be part of a mission as the gunner.  “About 30 minutes 
into the mission, we hit three landmines that were pressure plated.  So, when our Humvee tires hit them, they exploded, 
throwing my driver from the truck and instantly killing my squad leader,” says Downes.  “The driver bled out within three mi-

nus, but I eventually regained consciousness.” The landmine caused Sue exten-
sive injuries: leg amputations (both below the knee), a liver laceration, an intes-
tinal laceration, left arm nerve damage, and TBI and PTSD.   

“While at Walter Reed, I was encouraged to apply for a service dog through the 
NEADSs (National Education for Assistance Dog Services) Canines for Combat 
Veterans program,” Sue says.  She was paired with Lila,  yellow Labrador, in the 
summer of 2007.  “We both quickly became known as ‘blonde on blonde’ by 
other patients,” she recalls. 

Most service dogs have an uncanny knack for knowing what their human parent 
needs, and Lila is no different.  Having Lila changed Sue’s outlook on life. Lila 
helped her with walking on prosthetic legs and became a loving and intuitive 
companion, particularly concerning Sue’s PTSD.  "The big thing is, she helps me 
with a lot of stress issues, which I didn't expect her to do,” Sue says.  “If I'm 
down in the dumps one day, she knows. She'll come lay at my feet or jump up 
on the couch. She's not supposed to, but I let her. She lies beside me and tries 
to cheer me up." 
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 Bravo To The King of Horror! In the Spotlight: SERVICE—Disabled Veterans in Transition 

  

In The Spotlight is not only to spotlight one of 
our teams, but to spotlight an upcoming event or 
feature a business.  Please send me the POC’s 
contact information, event information or busi-
ness you would like to be featured.  Send an 
email to newsletter@soldiersangels.org with the 
Subject Line“In The Spotlight.” 

http://WWW.ECAD1.ORG�


In the Spotlight: Service (continued) 

About her new life, Patricia says, “I am the first female combat 
veteran to receive a service dog. Now retired from the Army, I feel 
that I have adjusted "pretty well," with good days and bad. I tire 
easily and do not go out as much as I used to. However, on a 
good day, Lila and I might visit the local veterans association or 
shop for groceries; Lila also likes to go to PetSmart.  I am thankful 
that while out in public, people tend to pay more attention to Lila 
than to my disabilities. She helps with a lot of things: picking up 
things when I drop them, bring me things when I point to them, 
opens doors, makes me smile when I don't feel like it. I have 
overcome a lot. Lila makes me feel at ease. In the Army, we have 
this thing called a ‘battle buddy.’  You never go anywhere by your-
self, and you always take your battle buddy because they are 
there to protect you and you are there to protect them. It's the 
same concept with a service dog." 

In  regards to the project and the women she featured, Patricia 
says, “I am enormously grateful for what our veterans  have done 
for all of us.  But I will tell you the thing that  has most surprised me in all this, to be utterly honest: 
I worked as a composer for 20 years. Almost always for documentary films—things I care about—sometimes Sesame Street 
and fun kid things… but I  have never liked a group as much as I like the women veterans  I have gotten to know through our 
project. I am talking about how I feel about what they do, I mean I just adore the women I have gotten to know. They  have 
gone through hell and they are the deepest, most generous, funny and vulnerable and desperate, fabulous people I have 
known.  I feel so  lucky to have been allowed into what  is often  a closed circle and I think it is terribly important for our civil-
ian population to wake up. There are too many people who don’t even know anyone who ever served. Some of them are mak-
ing policies and deciding what benefits our vets receive.”  
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Cpl (ret.) Sue Downes  

Thank you to Patricia Stoller for the interview and permission to use the some of the information 
on the website.  For more information or submit a female veteran to be profiled. visit: 

www.servicethefilm.com 

Ladies of Liberty  by Diane Snyder 
The new Team Leader provides a refresher on Ladies of Liberty... 

Women make up approximately 10% of America's deployed troops.  Soldiers’ Angels Ladies of Liberty specifically supports 
those troops with extra care.  We aim to help our female troops remember that they are ladies even in the harsh environment 
of war by providing special treats such as fragrant body lotion and  shower gel, soothing foot lotion, work-out DVD's, women's 
magazines, craft supplies and other recreational items, along with our special brand of encouragement and angel love. 

A current project of Ladies of Liberty Team is the special support of 500 female sailors aboard the aircraft carrier USS Enter-
prise.  We received the name of one deployed lady and when she communicated back to us, she indicated that the ship had 
not had a port call in over two months and she and other female sailors were in need of many hygiene items.  We asked, 
"How many with you?"  When she replied, "500," Ladies of Liberty Team Director Diane Snider put out the call for help to all 
10 team leaders of LoL.  Working wingtip-to-wingtip, our Angel wings brought a great amount of support to the female sailors 
of the Enterprise. 

Point of Contact Kayla B. wrote, "We've received so many boxes and everyone has been really grateful.  We decided to put all 
the feminine products up in our heads [bathrooms] and let whoever needs it take it.  We've gone through a lot already which 
is great.  We've also received a lot of candy, puzzle games, movies, books, and hygiene products.  Since we have two berthing 
areas, I talked to a couple of my First Classes [Petty Officers] and we split up every load of mail that comes through so that 
each berthing receives a fair amount of items.  We just received a HUGE box of books and I went down to the berthing area 
and they are cleaned out!  The shampoo and razors have also been gone through pretty well.  I've talked to a fair amount of 
the girls and they've all pretty much said they are covered for the end of the cruise. 

I've got all the letters saved up from the multiple boxes and once I have a chance to just sit down and write I'm going to get 
everyone out a big thank you.  But for now, I''l just let you know how much we all appreciate everything you and  your fellow 
ladies have done for us.  It's certainly made the rest of this deployment a lot more bearable." 

Ladies of Liberty Team is made up of over 500 Angels with 10 team leaders.  Deputy Director of the Team is Peri Tarr.  Direc-
tor and contact is Diane Snider at ladiesofliberty@soldiersangels.org.  More info at www.soldiersangels.org. 

http://www.servicethefilm.com�
mailto:ladiesofliberty@soldiersangels.org�
http://soldiersangels.org/ladies-of-liberty.html�
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A group of Soldiers’ Angels descended on the Landstuhl Fisher House 
in Germany on Friday to provide authentic German cuisine to resi-
dents and patients being treated at Landstuhl Regional Medical Cen-
ter.  This particular group of Soldier’s Angels supports the Landstuhl 
Fisher House and is made up of a team of friends who come from all 
over Germany to extend the arm of friendship between our two na-
tions.  

“It is important for us to show the Soldiers they are not alone in Ger-
many and that we appreciate what they do and to let them know we 
care,” said Willie Aufmkolk, the group’s team leader. 

The Angels cook at the Fisher House every year on Good Friday and 
again in the Fall for an Oktoberfest barbecue. They also provide back-
packs gifts and personal items to the wounded and ill at the medical 
center.  Rudi Aufmkolk and Sol Fardella did the cooking in the Fisher 
House kitchen and one just had to follow the delicious aroma to find 
loads of fresh schnitzel, bratwurst, and delicious cheesy pretzels.  

Astrid Clauss brought all types of delicious homemade cakes and tarts 
for dessert.  Other members of the group are Willie Aufmkolk, the 
team leader; Regina Zierer, the eldest member at 85 years old; Ulrike 
Wheeler, who traveled from Berlin to attend the event; Claudia 
Fardella and her daughter Bella Fardella, who is the youngest member at age eight. Also on grill 
duty was Lt. Cmdr. John Rosnow from the Defense Logistics Agency. 

“We are so appreciative of this group of Soldiers’ Angels to take time on their holiday to come support the residents here at 
the Fisher House with such wonderful food and friendship,” said Vivian Wilson, director of the Landstuhl Fisher House. 

The two Fisher Houses provide a “home away from home” for families and patients receiving medical care at LRMC. Guests 
come from U.S. European Command, U.S. Central Command, U.S. Special Operations Command, AFRICOM and the 72 embas-
sies in Europe, Africa, and the Middle East. As of today, they are proud to have supported more than 9,600 families of which 
more than 2,400 have come from Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan and Operation New Dawn (formerly Operation 
Iraqi Freedom). They are also proud to say they have assisted family members from numerous coalition countries supporting 
those military operations during their families’ time of need. 

Given as a gift from the Fisher House Foundation, the houses are owned, operated and maintained by the Department of the 
Army, under the Army Fisher House Program. 

SA Germany Hosts German Meal for Fisher House 

 

Rudi and Sal at Fisher House 

Story written by Laura Darden, photos by Willie. 
Thank you for sharing this story! 
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Sewing Team Information & Contacts  
          

Vice President—Sewing Team Sewing Team Newsletter Germany Blankets of Hope      
Director—Blankets of Hope Karen Giffen Maryann Phillips 
Dee Jerge bohnewsletter@gmail.com mphillips@soldiersangels.org 
blanketsofhope@soldiersangels.org                                                  
djerge@soldiersangels.org Cooling Scarves Crafts Corner/Crochet Team  
 Deborah Delcorio Deborah Delcorio 
Sand Scarves coolscarf@soldiersangels.org         crochet@soldiersangels.org  
Anita Dice 
sandscarf@soldiersangels.org Operation Top Knot  
 optopknot@soldiersangels.org 

Sewing Team 

 

 

Recently I received the following email: 
 

Hi, my name is Heather Walters and I work for the Comptrol-
ler of the Currency in Washington, DC.  For our Take Your 
Son/Daughter to Work Day, we always do a community ser-
vice module.  This year we would like the kids to make deco-
rated pillowcases for our injured troops.  They wouldn't be 
exactly like the ones you make, just white ones that they will 
draw on and decorate. 

 
I was thrilled to get Heather’s email, as items made by children 
bring a special smile to the faces of our wounded, ill and injured 
heroes.   
 
Patriot Pillowcases was the perfect project for the children of 
Heather’s co-workers!  Pillowcases may be home-sewn from pat-
terned fabric, or purchased and decorated, as in Heather’s case.  
And they’re easy and fun to make!   
 
For guidelines and shipping instructions, please visit 
www.soldiersangels.org.  Click on “Teams & Projects – How to 
Help” and then on “Patriot Pillowcases.” 
 
Many thanks from the Sewing Team and on behalf of the heroes we all support! 
 
Love, 
 
 
Dee :) 
 
Dee Jerge 
Vice President-Sewing Team 

 
PILLOWCASES TEACH OUR CHILDREN  

TO CARE ABOUT THE TROOPS! 



Soldiers’ Angels Germany 
 

If you would like to help with a donation of clothing, personal care items, calling cards or Blankets of 
Hope, please email us at mphillips@SoldiersAngels.org or visit the Soldiers’ Angels Germany blog at 

www.soldiersangelsgermany.org. 
 

MTD, Medical Transient Detachment 
Attn: Soldiers' Angels 

CMR 402 
APO AE 09180 

Please include your email address with your shipment! 
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Soldiers’ Angels Germany: Fighting Season 

 

From the slow winter months to the height of summer fighting season, daily trauma cases at the field hospitals in Afghanistan 
typically triple between January and July.  Your support is needed to meet the needs of this enormous influx of patients at 
Landstuhl hospital. 
 
MOST-NEEDED ITEMS FOR JUNE 2011 
Thank you for your help with these items, listed in order of need. 
 
- Sweatpants and Zippered Hoodie Sweatjackets (sizes M, L, XL, dark colors) 
- Plain white undershirts (sizes M, L, XL, crew neck) 
- Men's Boxerbriefs (M, L, XL) 2nd choice boxers.  
- Calling cards (60-minute domestic cards. International not necessary) 
- Blankets of Hope 
- Travel pillows (if possible, individually wrapped in plastic bags) 
- Socks (white ankle or crew length preferred.) 

 
 
 

A British soldier 
who was wounded 
from a bomb blast 
is comforted by the 
grip of a fellow 
soldier at the 
Bastion Hospital in 
Helmand province 
Afghanistan. Photo: 
Nelvin C. Cepeda.    
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To Soldiers’ Angels... Cont. Activities and Fundraisers: June and July  
 

 

June 

Blood Drive & BBQ - Soldiers’ Angels Open House Thursday, June 2nd, 
10am to 6pm, 4408 Pan Am Expressway, San Anonio, TX 78218 (on I-35 
across from Brook Army Medical Center).  A $5 donation gets you BBQ plate 
lunch and raffle ticket (additional raffle tickets sold separately).  Walk-ins 
also welcome.  For more information, contact craig.siwarga@gmail.com or 
210-629-00020. 

Stars & Stripes BBQ/Salsa Showdown - Castaic Los Angeles Sheriff’s 
Department Set up: Approximately 8AM; Event Time: 11AM-6PM; Tear 
Down: 6PM; Location- Jack Bones Equestrian Center; 29330 The Old Road; 
Castaic, CA 91384 Contact Anita Dice at anitadice@cox.net for information. 

Soldiers’ Angels Pub Run -  June 3rd  from 6:30-930pm, starts at Bee-
thoven’s Garter 422 Pereida Street San 
Antonio, TX DRINK RUN CHANGE 
LIVES 

Tustin 26th Annual Street Fair & 
Chili Cook-Off - Sunday, June 5. Set 
up time: 7:30AM; Event Time: 11AM-
5PM; Tear Down: 5PM. Booth location 
will be known day of event. Downtown 
Tustin El Camino Real & Main Street 
Chili cook-off, entertainment, food court, 
chili contest, children's rides and the 
game area. Annually 40,000-45,000 visi-
tors come to this event. Contact Anita 
Dice at anitadice@cox.net or 
www.tustinchilicookoff.com for more 
information. 

Armed Services YMCA, Camp Pen-
dleton - Saturday, June 18.   Set up 
time: estimated at 6AM; Event time: 
9AM to finish; Lake O’Neill, Camp Pen-
dleton Marine Base.   Contact Anita Dice 
at anitadice@cox.net for more info. 

Cook’s Corner 5th Annual Regional 
World Qualifier Chili Cook Off—
Saturday, June 25, Set up time: 7:30AM 
Event time: ; Cook’s Corner 19152 
Santiago Canyon Rd. Trabuco Canyon, 
CA 92679 (949) 858-0266 Cook's Corner 
is considered to be one of the most fa-
mous biker bars in Southern California. 
It is located at the juncture of Santiago 
Canyon and Live Oak Canyon roads. 
Cook's Corner was named after Andrew 
Jackson Cook, who got about 190 acres 
of Aliso Canyon in a land trade in 1884. 
In 1926, his son, Earl Jack "E.J." Cook 
converted a cabin into a restaurant for 
miners and local ranchers. After Prohibi-
tion ended in 1933, alcohol began being 
sold, and Cook's Corner became a full-
fledged bar. www.cookscorners.com 



Activities and Fundraisers: June and July….cont. 

July 

Red, White and Tunes 4th of July Weekend  at 5951 Silver King Blvd Cape 
Coral Florida Time: TBA fantastic music and fun on the Gulf Coast at the 5 Star Re-
sort at Marina Village featuring Grammy Award winning artist Mac McAnally, Peter 
Mayer, Will Kimbrough,and many other local and nationally known singer/
songwriters. Pack your best Pirate and Wench outfits for the Buccaneer’;s Ball, Pi-
rate games, and fireworks cruise aboard the pirate ship "Pieces of Eight". For more 
information, registration and hotel reservations go to www.redwhiteandtunes.com. 
Proceeds benefit Soldiers’ Angels! For  more  information please contact Charlotte 
Kaufmann at 239-699-2774 or ablondestranger@gmail.com 

Military Appreciation July 17th - 5:00pm-10:00pm Medlar Field at Lubrano Park State College, PA. The Spikes Baseball 
team will hold their annual Military Appreciation Night. Displays from all branches and military support organizations & an on-
the-field enlistment ceremony. SA will have a large display. For more information please contact Leslie Scott 570-755-1721 or 
lscott@soldiersangels.org 
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IF you know of an event, activity or 
fundraiser for Soldiers’ Angels that is 
either sponsored by or for Soldiers’ 
Angels, please let me know.  My goal 
is for every state to take part in this 
new addition, so PLEASE email 
newsletter@soldiersangels.org  
Thank You!  —Amy 

Moose Munch for the Troops 

Gourmet treats retailer Harry & David 
is once again teaming up with Sol-
diers’ Angels to supply delicious 
Moose Munch® Bars to deployed 
troops.  The 3rd Annual “Support Our 
Troops with Moose Munch®” allows 
families, friends and supporters of the 
U.S. military to purchase the popular 
Harry & David Moose Munch® treats 
and ship them to war zones for sweet 
enjoyment by our men and women in 
service.   

From now through July 4, Harry & 
David stores nationwide are offering 
customers the opportunity to pur-
chase Moose Munch® Bars and gift 
them to soldiers with a personalized 
greeting.  Each bar and note is packaged with a plastic spoon and boxed for pickup via Soldiers’ Angels to be included in care 
packages for deployed troops.    

Last year over 38,000 Moose Munch® bars were shipped to soldiers in Afghanistan and other regions through the “Support 
Our Troops with Moose Munch®” Bars event.  Soldiers’ particularly enjoy the Bars because they find this portable treat to be a 
delicious energy source that’s easy to carry on patrols. 

Moose Munch® Bars retail for $2.50 each or $4.00 for two, a discount that encourages customers to purchase a bar for them-
selves while donating the other for the troops. 

As part of the event, Harry & David has donated an additional 5,000 Moose Munch® Bar for the 10,000 “Likes” received on 
Facebook during the first four days of the event.  For Harry & David store locations nationwide, visit harryanddavid.com, friend 
them on Facebook, or follow them Twitter. 

http://www.redwhiteandtunes.com�
mailto:ablondestranger@gmail.com�
mailto:lscott@soldiersangels.org�
http://bit.ly/MM4Troops�
http://on.fb.me/Treats4Troops�
http://bit.ly/HnDStores�
http://on.fb.me/Treats4Troops�
http://www.twitter.com/HarryandDavid�


 

Page 17          

 

The Soldiers’ Angels Newsletter: Calling All Angels has a blog to give the reader an additional way to voice 
opinions, comments, ideas and stories. ALL deadlines will be for submission whether stories, announce-

ments or newsletters will be posted on the blog. There are links to published Newsletters. Please visit the 
blog at callingallangelsnews.blogspot.com, or you can send an email to newsletter@soldiersangels.org 

To Soldiers’ Angels... Cont. Activities and Fundraisers: June and July  



Soldiers’ Angels 

1792 E.  Washington Blvd. 

Pasadena, CA 91104  

  Tax ID# 20-0583415 

Angels@SoldiersAngels.org • 1792 E.  Washington Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91104 • (615) 676-0239 • www.soldiersangels.org 
Soldiers’ Angels is a non-profit 501(c)(3) • Tax ID# 20-0583415 

 

 

 

 

SoldiersAngels.org 

May No Soldier Go Unloved,  

May No Soldier Walk Alone, 

May No Soldier Be Forgotten,  

Until They All Come Home. 
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