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The Voices of the Angels
Dear Angels and Friends,
Another month is drawing to a close and we are steadily marching forward. This has been an exciting month, as it brought to
fruition the hard work and efforts of our Angels across the country to benefit and prepare for the summer and fall months.
This month, corporate partners like Grainger—who donated $10,000 for First Response Backpacks for the wounded and then
provide the volunteer force to assemble them—have really stepped out of the shadows to make an impact. Along with
Grainger, in the Pacific Northwest Applebee's restaurants are hosting a Soldiers' Angels Day from which a percentage of the
proceeds go to supporting Soldiers' Angels and the regional initiatives within Washington state and Oregon.
With Independence Day weekend approaching, fast many Angels have fantastic plans to host events and support the troops.
At the Soldiers' Angels Support Center in San Antonio, on the 30th of June there will be an Independence Day Weekend Kick
off Party with food, fun and movie night. This event will involve Grainger and Yamaha Music & Wellness Foundation, who will
be presenting 10 guitars to wounded warriors, Angels and heroes alike participating in a homemade desert competition, and
then an exciting patriotic film. This also will include the presentation of 10 laptops for wounded warriors as part of Project
Valour-IT to celebrate the start of the Valour-IT online fundraiser July 1st.
One the same weekend, the Parrotheads of south Florida will be gathering in Naples for a "Red White and Tunes" celebration
to raise funds for Soldiers‟ Angels. In North Dakota—despite flooding and on going water level concerns—there will be a fundraiser orchestrated by Soldiers' Angels‟ very own Shelle Micheals.
As the Nation celebrates its independence from the British Crown, we hope that everyone takes a few moments in between
oohs and ah's of the fireworks to recognize those still fighting under the "rockets‟ red glare" and demonstrate their support in
some fashion. Be it adopting a soldier, writing a card or just praying for the safe return of those heroes to their families, don't
miss the chance to participate in what the day truly means and celebrate the spirit of those that inked their names and those
that paid in blood.
Most schools are currently not in session, so take advantage of this time to involve our youth in volunteer service projects and
getting the future leaders of our great nation involved in the cause. Let us challenge them to help us bring more support and
keep supporting our troops part of popular culture!
God bless our troops and the United States of America!
Toby J. Nunn
Executive Director

It Just Takes Time...
Many Angels work hard to spread the word about the importance of being an Angel and supporting the troops. If sometimes
it seems those efforts don‟t bear fruit, it may just take awhile to develop...
Tammy Chappel has been an Angel for awhile. She decided to stretch her
wings and go into her community and the surrounding area of Meadville,
Pennsylvania. Tammy reached out to the Watson Run Presbyterian Church,
but nothing seemed to have come from it.
Then, a few months after her efforts in the community and at the church,
Tammy received this note on June 3rd:
Dear Tammy,
Please accept the enclosed check for $65.35 for SOLDIERS‟ ANGELS. This money was part of funds raised at out church from a
Tupper ware party and a Bailed Dinner.
Sincerely,
Ellen (church treasurer)
“This is the first time this community has officially helped with Soldiers‟ Angels in any way,” Tammy says.

Great Angeling, Tammy! And thank you for reminding us that every little bit
makes a difference, even if we don‟t see the results right away.
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Online Competition Funds Laptops for Wounded Heroes
As the number of American Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines suffering
battlefield wounds continues to grow, today‟s economic challenges continue
to squeeze military support nonprofits. Soldiers‟ Angels Project Valour-IT—
which has supplied over 6,000 severely wounded Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen
and Marines with adaptive laptops and other devices to aid their recovery
and reintegration—is once again addressing that squeeze with a fundraising
technique it pioneered in 2005: online competition.
Held July 1-14, the Valour-IT fundraising competition will draw on blogging,
Facebook, Twitter and other social media to raise money and awareness for
the needs of wounded troops. Divided among four “virtual teams” named
in honor of U.S. military service branches, participants will also use flyers,
word-of-mouth and traditional media outlets to spread the word. The goal
is to raise at least $100,000, which will meet increased demand for ValourIT services through October 2011.
“Project Valour-IT changes lives,” says Soldiers‟ Angels founder Patti Patton-Bader. “Wounded heroes report that being able to use a laptop helps
them feel whole again. Physical therapists are actually designing therapy
sessions around Wii Sports! And something as normal as a handheld GPS reduces stress and helps a hero cope. It‟s just
amazing what this project does!”
Each of the devices Valour-IT supplies helps restore confidence and independence for a wounded hero. Voice-activated laptops reconnect the wounded with the world and develop self-confidence by showing soldiers they can continue to be engaged
and productive despite their injuries. Servicemembers also use the laptops to research their medical care or prepare for a
post-military career. Physical therapists report Wii Sports is extremely motivational and beneficial when used in physical therapy settings, and wounded personnel with short-term memory loss due to TBI (Traumatic Brain Injury) and severe PTSD use
GPS systems to keep from getting lost or disoriented when they move on to more independent living.
For more information about the fundraising competition, email campaign@soldiersangels.org or visit soldiersangels.org. All
funds raised go directly to wounded troops with no overhead costs removed, and requests for support are vetted through case
managers.

To join a fundraising team as a blogger or webmaster, email a team leader: Air Force - greyhawk@mudvillegazette.com; Army
- pear_sniper at yahoo.com; Marines - howlsatmoon@gmail.com; Navy - cdrsalamander at hotmail.com
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Another Brother’s Mother
What started in a city in Alaska is slowly
spreading to the “Lower 48.” Over the
next few newsletters you will read about
some amazing work in Alaska...
For people in the Armed Forces—
whatever branch of service—in theory
they have two families. Service members
say their fellow warriors are “brothers
from another mother.” And so, if you
were to ask any mom of any service
member how she feels towards her son or
daughter‟s fellow service members or any
other service member, the answer would
most likely be that she is “Mom” to all of
them.
“I have been very busy,” posted Alaskan
military mom and Soldiers‟ Angel Katlynn
Thompson on the Angel Forum not too
The birthplace of Another Brother‟s Mother
long ago. “We do not have a Fisher House in Fairbanks, nor do we have any
type of vet housing. We do have the Fairbanks rescue mission (homeless shelter), but nothing for vets, so that means in
forty-nine of the fifty states there is some kind of housing for our veterans, but not in Alaska.”
On occasion, things do happen for a reason—one night a moms‟ movement began by accident at the Fairbanks VFW (Veterans
of Foreign Wars). “I thank God I went to the VFW that night,” Katlynn says. “I was feeling so alone with my son gone; God
must have seen this and He put the two together!”
Katlynn was at the bar in the VFW when a hero came in and ended up asking the bartender if he knew of a place a veteran
could go for emergency housing (other than the rescue mission). Knowing of Katlynn and her involvement with Soldiers‟ Angels, the bartender looked in her direction, as if to say, “You‟re needed.” That single question and the unspoken answer
started a moms‟ movement called Another Brother‟s Mother.
“As the leader of Alaska soldiers Moms, And a soldiers angel….I knew this look,” says Katlynn. “I went over to the young soldier and asked him if he was from Alaska. He was!! I then told him, “I am the mother of one of your other brothers. My
soldier son is deployed right now. I have a room at my house—my son‟s room. If you don‟t mind staying with a soldier
brother‟s mom, I think you can come stay with me if you like. He smiled and said „YES!! I would like that very much.‟”
That simple conversation cascaded into an amazing show of what a mother‟s love can do. “I had an empty room, as my soldier son was at war and I now had a soldier to fill it! It was a win-win,” Katlynn recalls in disbelief. “The soldier got a place
to stay; I got to cook a big meal again!!”
So who did the VFW call the next time a hero needed a place to stay? “When I got another call, my friend in North Pole Alaska took that one. Then a lot of the mothers of
soldiers heard what we did, and they wanted to help too. We have done this 179 times
in Alaska, Katlynn says.
When Katlynn‟s son Terran calls home to talk to his mom, he also asks, “How many
brothers do I have this week, Mom?” This time when Terran call she will tell him that he
has a sister.
Katlynn has this to say about how others can follow her example, “Let it be known with
churches and local VFWs and VAs. that you want to take in a soldier who might need a
place… then just sit back and watch the love grow! That‟ s how we do it—the power of
a mothers love. See, I did not help them; they helped me!” Her son tells her guests,
“Take care of our mom till I get home!”

Dustin, the guest who inspired
Another Brother‟s Mother.

Another Brother‟s Mother assists both veterans and active duty personnel. “The homeless vet problem is a big one and we have had active duty, too,” Katlynn explains.
“Some just need a place for a few days, like the three Marines needed a place until till a
pay snafu got fixed.”
continued next page...
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Another Brother’s Mother...continued

.

Since Katlynn‟s original posting on the Soldiers‟ Angels forum about Another Brother‟s Mothers, she has received several
phone calls and emails from Angels with names and phones of people from across the country who would like to help. “If you
are interested in helping a homeless vet with housing in a loving home in your town in the Lower 48, I am compiling a list,”
Katlynn says.
When your children are little moms usually carpooled along with took care of their children‟s friends with camp, or baseball
games, we took turns with sleep overs and cookie sales! Car washes for class trips! and send off parties. Just because
“America‟s Children” are all grown up and serving their country doesn‟t mean they don‟t need a mother‟s love. “The answer
to the homeless vet. just might be found in the hearts of the Mom‟s!” says Katlynn.
Katlynn’s Reasons Active Duty Service Members
May Need a Safe Place to Stay
1. Just moved to new base and not
yet assigned a barracks
2. Marriage problems, a domestic
fight or displacement
3. Financial problems, lack of
money for many reasons
4. Vacated current place in preparation for deployment, need
place to stay till leaving
5. The unexpected
Regardless of the reasons, from time
to time the active duty soldier might
need a place to stay. We have
been blessed to be able to help
them.

Thank you Katlynn for sharing this wonderful story, and keep up the AWESOME Angeling!
If you are in Fairbanks and interested in helping email or call Katlynn at
miss_katlynn@yahoo.com or (907) 451-1917 and ask for Mrs. Thompson .

SoldiersAngels.Sale.com: Big Deals Mean Big Donations
Thanks to a partnership with Sale.com, Soldiers‟ Angels has an amazing new way you
can support the troops simply by saving money.
Modeled on the highly-successful social sales site Groupon, Sale.com has created a special page for Soldiers‟ Angels with steep discounts on products and services, and 25% of
net revenue donated to Soldiers‟ Angels. Sale.com was founded by the same person
who created GI Bracelet, which raised $140,000 for various military charities (including
$70,000 for Soldiers‟ Angels).
To access amazing deals while helping Soldiers‟ Angels support America‟s heroes, visit
http://soldiersangels.sale.com/?source=_w300 and sign up for the daily deal email to
have an additional 5% donated to Soldiers‟ Angels. Be sure that you continue go to
soldiersangels.sale.com when making future purchases.
Please spread the word about this exciting opportunity by email, blog, forum, Facebook,
etc. It‟s a great way to support the troops and save a bunch of money at the same time!
What could be better?
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Honoring A Hometown Hero
June‟s Soldiers‟ Angels Newsletter featured “Dog Tags,”
the story of a pair of dog tags, a fallen hero, his fellow
soldiers and of course… an Angel. The fallen hero was
Sergeant Robert J. Barrett and his angel was Kim Wagner.
The River Falls Main Post Office in River Falls, Massachusetts decided to dedicate their main office building in
honor and in the memory of SGT Robert J Barrett and
invited his Angel, our Kim Wanger, to attend… and more.
Not only was the dedication ceremony on a beautiful
sunny Sunday, but it was the Sunday of Memorial Day
weekend. “What a fitting time to do such an incredible
honor,” exclaims Kim. That Sunday afternoon there was
a breeze, but it was warm and the sun was shining
brightly.
“The Patriot Guard was there to share their NEW flag
they had made in memory of the fallen heroes, and to
present it to Rob's parents,” Kim recalls and adds that it
was very emotional. “Everyone from Rob's unit was
there, all the guys that I had only talked to online and
through letters and packages… all in uniform, all in one
spot to dedicate the building and honor their brother lost
in Afghanistan.”
Dedication ceremonies or military funerals usually in clued a special section for state dignitaries, other political or public figures, military personnel and (of course) family to sit. The dedication of the main post office in honor of SGT Barrett was no
exception, although there was one thing that was different. As usually there were seats reserved for the state and government dignitaries. Close to their seats was one that said, “Kim Wagner- Soldiers‟ Angels.” When Kim saw her name reserved
on a chair, “it brought a tear to my eyes to know that
his family thought that highly of me to invite me to
speak that day.”
Specialist Asia Allen, who was deployed in Afghanistan, but served in a different unit from SGT Barrett,
wrote a poem and left it at SGT Barrett‟s gravesite
and Kim read that poem at the dedication ceremony.
It was a very moving and inspiring experience for her.
“As I sat and listened to everyone speak about Rob,
and what he meant to them, our city, and of course to
his family and friends...I couldn‟t help but feel so
proud to have been his Soldiers' Angel, and to continue to be an Angel to all his comrades,” she recalls.
After everyone was done speaking, the music was
done playing and the dedication ceremony was coming to a close, something happened that Kim will
never forget. “His parents released a few white
doves and pigeons into the blue sky,” she recalls.
“But one decided to sit right over the podium on the
building ledge...as if to say...I AM HERE!”
Kim had this message for her fellow Angels: “I will say
that no matter if you hear from the hero you've
Thank you, Kim, for sharing this very
touching story and moment. SGT Barrett you will never be forgotten!
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Angel Builders Honor Veterans
Shortly before Memorial Day 2010, Soldiers‟ Angel VA Team
Leader Martha Neyman received a phone call from the manager of Clayton Homes in Denison, Texas. He was calling to
see if they could get together to discuss putting on a special
event in honor of the Veterans in their area.
Held the weekend before Veterans Day 2010, the event was
such a success that they repeated their event this year.
With a full year to plan, amazing things were accomplished.
“We were fortunate to have lots of advertising go out about
the event this year,” says Martha. “Our local TV station ran
an ad, which we filmed two weeks prior to the event with
employees of Clayton and me inviting people to come out to
join us.” A local radio station did PSAs at no charge and Martha paid to have PSAs run on the local cable channels. “We
have a local print shop that is owned by a Veteran and he
donated the flyers we posted and mailed out, at no charge to
us.”
Any and all veterans and their families were welcome at this
year‟s day-long event, including a free lunch. Each guest
who brought an item to be shipped to our deployed troops
received a ticket for door prizes. The Red River Military Vehicle Preservation Club brought several vehicles and displayed
items used in previous wars and wo bands donated their services to entertain the crowd. In addition, a Soldiers‟ Angels information table was setup, where financial donations were accepted, an a young lady was on-hand to offer face-painting. Clayton Homes itself provided a banner for everyone to sign, which will be sent to one of the medical units that Soldiers‟ Angels
supports that is currently deployed in Afghanistan.
Martha and Clayton Homes reached out to the community for door prizes and received some amazing donations. “This year
the donations included a new living room suite, range, microwave, gas cards from a local distributor, hand carved cane, donated by a Veteran, Hair Cut, Shampoo & Style, and Restaurant Cards,” Martha says. “Community businesses also helped by
providing paper products, drinks (soda & water), condiments, chips, hamburger and hotdog buns, etc.” Even porta-potties
and a bounce house were donated by the community.
Martha was thrilled to be able to work with Clayton Homes and their employees, “Clayton Homes, Denison, and their employees work so hard to make sure this was a successful event, and truly support our veterans as well as our deployed troops. It
is an honor and privilege to work alongside these fine people.”

Thank you to Martha for some awesome Angeling, and a special thank you to
Clayton Homes—Denison for supporting our veterans.

Page 8

Six Months of Christmas - Hot Drinks
Each month from June to December of 2011, Soldiers‟ Angels is focusing on collecting one
component of our Wrapped in Holiday Spirit care packages to help 130,000 deployed heroes have a great Holiday Season this winter!
This month we are collecting hot chocolate and cider packets for the troops. It
gets cold in the mountains of Afghanistan, and nights in the deserts of Iraq are chilly, too.
For our deployed heores, a cup of warm chocolatey goodness or savory cider is a reminder
of home that warms both body and spirit.
From special gourmet flavors to your favorites as a kid, from 1 packet to 100, all kinds of
hot chocolate or cider packets are welcome. Just make sure they are individually-marked
and the just-add-water style.
Please ship your gift of instant hot chocolate or cider for the troops to any address below:
Soldiers' Angels
Six Months of Christmas
4408N PanAm Exprwy
San Antonio, TX 78218

Soldiers' Angels
Six Months of Christmas
1792 E Washington Blvd
Pasadena, CA 91104

Soldiers' Angels
Six Months of Christmas
112 Greenhill Rd
Ramseur, NC 27316

Six Months of Christmas is a great project of the month for a youth group, classroom,

community organizations or church, etc, with members bringing one item per month or per
meeting. Ambitious volunteers are also invited to coordinate an event/drive to raise a
particular month‟s item (for help and support in planning a local Six Months of Christmas event, please email
events@soldiersangels.org).
For more information about Six Months of Christmas (including future items to be collected), visit SoldiersAngels.org and click
on “Six Months of Christmas” at the top of the page.

Birthday Bash

About two months ago, short announcement was made on the Soldiers‟ Angels Newsletter Facebook Page that the Erie VA
Hospital asked the Angels of Pennsylvania to put on a monthly Birthday Bash for veterans. The first of many Birthday Bashes
was last month. Here‟s an “after action report...”
June‟s Birthday Party Bash was a huge success! Pennsylvania Angels Tammy Chappel, Jill and Ron, along with junior Angels
Alexandra and Micayla brought some joy to twelve veterans. “We took cards to the veterans whose birthdays were within the
month,” Tammy reports.
After some cake and ice cream, which was supplied by the veterans hospital itself, it was time to play some bingo! Some of
the veterans came to the event just to play bingo with the Angels. “We handed out prizes to those who the winners, such as
chips and crackers donated by Angels,” Tammy says.
June‟s Birthday Bash and bingo event was such a success that they are already planning one for July—Thursday, July 14, 2011
at 2pm at the Erie VA Hospital. To make these monthly birthday party bashes a continued success, your help is needed with
cards, gifts or prizes. If you can assist, please contact Tammy at 814-694-6874 or cncpa2@gmail.com.
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Angelic Teens Take San Antonio
Two hundred San Antonio-area teens
from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints descended on McGimsey Boy
Scout Park last Saturday with Soldiers'
Angels to stuff hygiene packs for wounded
troops. They arrived complete with at
least 3,000 each of toothpaste, deodorant, small cans of shaving cream, razors
and tissue packs that they had collected
from their churches within the last month.
In addition, regional grocery store HEB
donated 3,000 packets of shaving cream.
After months of planning, it took just two
hours for the teens to pack 3200 hygiene
bags for First Response Backpacks for the
wounded, exhibiting a character that
greatly impressed Soldiers‟ Angels Program Manager Lance Dowd, “They are a
good, kind-hearted group of young men
and women,” Dowd recalled, “very respectful and diligent. I had a good feeling being around kids like that.”
The event was part of the LDS annual
local youth conference attended by about
800 teenagers. Each conference includes
service projects and this year Soldiers‟
Angels was chosen as one of the conference partners.
Local youth group counselor Matthew coordinated with Dowd and was grateful for the opportunity given the teen participants.
“They thought it was a great opportunity to do something for the troops,” he said. “The youth were able to learn a lot about
Soldiers‟ Angels and a make a connection with the soldiers who are fighting for us.”
In addition to the 3200 complete packs, several thousand individual hygiene items were left over and will be included in Vet
Packs and care packages in coming days. The hygiene kits prepared by the students should fulfill First Response Backpack
requests through the end of the year.

Thank you all for your generosity, hard work and great example to America!
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SHINING ANGEL: Diane Champaigne
This month‟s SHINING ANGEL was nominated by our very own Toby Nunn,
Executive Director of Soldiers‟ Angels. “Diane has been leading several fundraising efforts for us, from Project Linus to an Airborne Jump in Wisconsin, to a
drive earlier in May,” he explained when he nominated her.
The desire to support the troops all started with Desert Storm as the first
transport plane flew over Diane Champaigne‟s home in Georgia. “I knew as a
community we needed to come together for soldiers‟ families,” Diane remembers. “A request by the Army Wives for Cubbies to start a day care center—
oh, and could we get them something to comfort their husbands? I remember
asking for 1000 muffins from a friend who had a bakery, and I found a way of
getting the muffins to the Middle East.”
Before Patti Patton-Bader created Soldiers‟ Angels, Diane considered starting
up a 501 (c)3 organization herself, but decided not to—in part because at that
time she was a mom of two little ones. Diane is now a Wisconsin Angel living,
as she says, “In the backwoods.” As most Angels do, Diane started off slowly
until she had done a few full adoptions. “One as a Vikings Fan gave me a
Packer Jersey as good luck Angel on it” she says. “I guess it worked, as the
Pack won the Super Bowl.”
As a new Angel, Diane sought guidance from her local CNC‟s (Community Network Coordinator). This game her the inspiration to “take the plunge” right
before the catastrophic Tsunami hit Japan, so Diane jumped right in to help.
A little scared, but motivated to help Soldiers‟ Angels reach their goal of sending 10,000 packages to Japan, Diane went on TV and asked for her community
to pitch in to help. “Ace Hardware Store collected approx $10k of donated items,” she recalls. She also received a call from
Kelly of Project Linus, a national organization to provide comfort to a child through giving a blanket.
Diane describes what happened next...
“With a few emails we got this wonderful national organization to donate 10,000 blankets to our warehouse. Penny, the CNC
from Southern Wisconsin, really guided and encouraged me while I was on vacation in another state. While some items went
to the warehouse, we also had some for when Joplin, Missouri needed assistance and a semi from Karl Trucking came to this
Angel's rescue. Wausau Homes stored our delivery until we could find
transportation. We also coordinated with Missouri Angels to provide
support for our National Guard units to keep them on their jobs. Another fun event was during Memorial Day Weekend with flags and free
sundaes for soldiers at Sam's Wholesale Club, and donations for Joplin.”
Diane was also involved in the “Free Fallin‟” story detailed in June‟s Calling All Angels. The goal of the Master Sergeant Glenn Helwer Invitational Freefall was to raise money for SA by parachuting out of airplanes.
“So do you think we can jump out of a plane? Ok…” says Diane. “So,
this Angel does not fly outside of an airplane! This project in its 2nd year
and needs many more angels than me. We have a location? Check—
East Troy Airport.. Got Angels? Check... Got Ranger Up? Check...
Got Courage? Okay, so Courage is not an option in this one…”
Diane is extremely grateful to fellow Angel Mark Groth for bringing on
Ranger Up as a sponsor of the event. Mark will jump, in fact his whole
team plans on jumping for Soldiers' Angels to raise donations to help
veterans. Diane adds, “I guess we can let Mark be the flying Angel! I
know I could never keep going with out you all. We are hoping to provide with the jump more donations for our Heroes.”
Congratulations to Soldiers’ Angel Diane for
some AWESOME Angeling!
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S.A.V.E. Employee of the Month: Jeremy “Big Body” Burns
If you‟ve seen the Toy Story movies, you probably remember“You‟ve Got A Friend In
Me,” by Randy Newman. That title is the best way to describe the story behind this
month‟s S.A.V.E. Employee of the Month
Jeremy Burns joined the Air Force in 2000, “I had intended on going to school while I
was serving. However, Sep 11th happened and the schedule I was on did not allow for
school,” Burns says. After careful consideration, he decided not to re-enlist and in 2004
and left the Air Force to start his life as a civilian with a wife and a second child on the
way. Throughout the six years prior to being employed by Soldiers‟ Angels, Burns had
a couple of jobs but he wasn‟t where he wanted to be. One day Burns received a call.
“I was fortunate that a friend of mine, who I worked with in the Air Force, was employed with Soldiers‟ Angels,” he says. “He called and offered me a job working with him in the Apparel section of Soldiers‟
Angels.”
The job opportunity couldn‟t have come along at better time for Burns and
his family. They were living in Southwest Kansas and many of the businesses had gone bankrupt due to the economic decline, so Burns decided
to move to Texas and work for Soldiers‟ Angels.
Burns joined the Soldiers‟ Angels team in November 2010. “I am simply
known as one of two"T-shirt Guys," says Jeremy “My basic responsibilities
would include design, manufacture, marketing, and sale of Soldiers‟ Angels apparel. However, when the opportunity arises, I also help the guys
downstairs with the packing of boxes and such.”
No Assistant Manager of Production, Jeremy had this to say about working
for Soldiers‟ Angels……
“Soldiers Angels gave me a chance to incorporate my creative abilities
with my leadership skills in an effort to earn a honest wage for honest
work. This is something, I am sorry to say, is uncommon for a majority
of veterans. I found that most civilian companies take no account of military experience when hiring or promoting individuals, however much they claim to.”

Jeremy “Big Body” Burns

Friend, fellow Air Force veteran and Soldiers‟ Angels Production Manger Mark Taglianetti appreciates Burns‟ consistent effort
and attention to detail. “Regardless of the tasks he is given—whether it be to fixing a multi-billion dollar aircraft, arresting
some punks, shingling a house, or folding some t-shirts, Jeremy always does his best. He constantly is looking for better
ways of doing his job in an effort to make things more efficient. While he can seem a bit melancholy at times, he works hard
when tasked heavily. He doesn‟t always look like he has a smile on his face, but that‟s just Big Body.”
Thank you to Jeremy Burns for taking time to do the interview and for the use of
the picture, but most of all THANK YOU for the sacrifices you have made.

YOU Can Design the Next Soldiers’ Angels T-shirt!
Do you have what it takes to design the next great Angel t-shirt? Do you know
someone else who might?

YOUR
DESIGN
HERE

Soldiers' Angels is accepting design entries for the next Angel t-shirt from July 1
- 27 and the best design will be selected by vote on July 28. The winner will
be announced Aug 1.
Please email your designs to marktag@soldiersangels.org. If you submit a
design, you give Soldiers' Angels the right to use/print it in whatever manner
Soldiers' Angels chooses. The winner will receive a free t-shirt and Soldiers'
Angels will send a care package to their adopted soldier or any soldier that they
wish.
All we ask is that you have fun with your design and don't forget to wear R.E.D.
(Remember Everybody Deployed) on Friday to show your support for the
troops!
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Interview With A Hero: Specialist Timiki Myers
Not every American has the same opportunities. This Interview With A Hero found
her best option was to join the Army...
“At the time I was just going to try it for a little while, and plus it would be a good
way to pay for college,” Specialist Timiki Myers says of her decision to join the military. I joined the Army on February 23, 2000.” For Myers, joining the Army gave
her options that she did not have in her hometown.
Tiki has deployed three times. Shortly after joining, Timiki became a single mother
and had to leave her six-month-old daughter for a year as went on her first deployment (hardship tour) in 2003, to Korea. With Soldiers‟ Angels just opening its
wings, Myers did not receive support from Soldiers‟ Angels. “I didn't know anything
about Soldier's Angels,” she recalls. Even as she headed to Iraq on her second
deployment in 2007, she still knew nothing of Soldiers‟ Angels until her team leader
told her about “the Angels” and she soon received a letter.
For Timiki, a young single mother far from her daughter, having an Angel and an
organization such as Soldiers‟ Angels meant the world to her. “I do believe it is
much better to have a Soldiers‟ Angel,” she says. “I honestly can say, without my
Soldiers‟ Angel I probably would have not made it through my first deployment. It
really did help me through some hard
times, I felt a whole lot better, having
someone to talk to, someone I can rely on
to help me get through the tough time of
being away from my loved ones.”
When it comes simple care packages, Timiki‟s favorite Angel story speaks volumes
about their value…
“My favorite story that I can recall is when I wanted this Aerosmith CD so bad. I
didn't even think it was possible to get it. And so I wrote to my Soldiers‟ Angel and
they got the CD for me. Also, I missed eating honeybuns—and the Soldiers‟ Angel
got that for me, too!”
Myers wants all the Angels to know how important their work is. “I would like to
say how grateful I am to have an organization that is there for me when I need
them. And I want to say: Thank you so much from the bottom of my heart.”
Timiki is now happily married to Chris Myers, who is also a US Army Soldier. A
year ago Timiki and Chris had a daughter.

Timiki and her daughters

Thank you to Specialist Timiki Myers for taking time to do the interview and permission to use the picture.
But most importantly, thank you to both you and your husband for the sacrifices you have made.

Introducing Angel-Eye View
When Dan Rather was on the air he would do a news feature called Eye on America where he
would tell a story about America. It typically was a unique and extraordinary story about the
“Average Joe.” When he retired so did Eye on America.
After five years in retirement an updated version of Eye On America was introduced last
month. Everyone at Soldiers‟ Angels is proud to announc our NEW weekly email called AngelEye View! A weekly email from Angel HQ, it is expected to include a variety of voices as it provides an overview of what‟ s happening with Soldiers‟ Angels around the country and across the
world.
To a small degree, Angel-Eye View is similar to Founder‟s Notes, a weekly email by Soldiers‟
Angels founder Patti Patton-Bader, but there will be times that it‟s from Soldiers‟ Angels in general and be other times where it will written by a specific person
All current Angels will receivie Angel-Eye View unless they have opted out of mass emails at some point, and any new Angels
are automatically be signed up when they register (they too will have the opportunity to opt out if they choose).
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In The Spotlight: Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
A little over a year ago, Soldiers‟ Angels made its second home at a
warehouse in San Antonia, Texas. The goal was to employee veterans
and to save money by directly packing and shipping care packages to
our troops. The second home of Soldiers‟ Angels ended up being in the
largest Hispanic and Latin community in the state of Texas...

In The Spotlight highlights Angel teams and upcoming
events or a business supporting SA. Please send the
POC‟s contact information, event information or business
you would like featured to newsletter@soldiersangels.org
with Subject Line “In The Spotlight.”

As an organization new to the area, Soldiers‟ Angels has reached out to
its neighbors and community leaders. Soldiers‟ Angels staff have been
other events other events in the community of San Antonio, such as
open houses and celebs. Craig Siwarga, Soldiers‟ Angels Project Development Coordinator went to the Allegra Open House in late March of
2010. There were he met briefly with Luis Rodriguez, the Director of
Membership for San Antonio Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (SAHCC).
Craig was formally introduced to the SAHCC through an acquaintance,
Larry Whitfield of San Antonio Junior Golf Foundation, and he and Luis
exchanged business cards.

Shortly after their introduction, Craig invited Luis to tour the Soldiers‟ Angels Warehouse. Rodriguez was awed by what he
saw. “We were immediately impressed and blown away by the great and honorable things Soldiers Angels is doing,” he later
recalled. “Right then and there we decided to hopefully be a great partner and friend to
them.”
Just as all Chamber of Commerce do the SAHCC is for everyone of their members to reach
their full potential with the assistance of SAHC. With a database of over 8,000 contacts
and over 900 local business members, SAHCC‟s goal is to “help make all of them aware of
Soldiers‟ Angels and their events such as the ribbon cutting and the upcoming golf tournament.” Rodriquez adds, “We would like to be considered as a great resource to Soldiers‟
Angels and ensure they continue to send care packages abroad and provide a sanctuary
place for the men and women who proudly serve our country, and their families.”
In a show of support for Soldiers‟ Angels, the SAHCC was on hand for the recent open
house at the Soldiers‟ Angels Support Center, participating in a ribbon-cutting ceremony to
signify its new opening as a friend of the SAHCC.
Rodriguez and the SAHCC want Soldiers‟ Angels and everyone involved to know that “we
greatly value and appreciate what Soldiers Angels is doing for our troops and their families.
We are with hopes that they continue to be a great champion of their mission and purpose.”
Thank you to Luis Rodriguez for the interview and use of SAHCC logo, and to Craig Siwarga for the
interview. You can watch the ribbon cutting at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yxZbPRVt_s8

New Team: Deployed Medic Support
Breaking news—Announcing a NEW TEAM, the Deployed Medic Support Team! As many
do, this team began with a simple request, a request for cards from Angel Stephanie Wallace‟s hero. “It has blossomed in a huge Luau party for him and his unit of Medics (330
troops),” Stephanie explains. “We have now been asked by Deployed Medical Support
Director Roger Godskesen to help him with all the medic units in the Middle East.”
They are about to kick off July‟s project for Captain Alan Wu's unit of 400 troops. “We will
be sending snacks, microwaveable food, letters of support and such.,” says Stephanie.
“We would love all of the help we can get. Currently there are 45 of us Angels working
together.” The deadline is August 1st! They are in need of snacks, trail mix, cup o noodles,
microwave food and anything the soldiers can put in their pockets when they go out in the
field. To help out with this project, please contact Crystal Segner at crystal.segner@gmail.com, or Dana Pogue Hess at ladyfantane@yahoo.com.
If you would like to help or be a part of this new team, please email Stephanie at inspiremany@yahoo.com for more information and the latest news.
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Sewing Team

It’s Hot Out!
Did you know that the average afternoon temperature in the Middle East warzones is 120 to 130 degrees!
THAT'S HOT!
Will you make just one cool scarf for a deployed hero?
A cool scarf is a strip of 100% cotton fabric (tan or sage green),
filled with crystals that turn cool when soaked in water.
Wrapped around the neck, it brings cooling relief from the oppressive heat.
There are complete instructions at www.soldiersangels.org/
sewing-team.html (click on “Scarves,” then scroll down to the
“Cool Scarves” section.
Please contact Deb when you are ready to send: coolscarf@soldiersangels.org
Many thanks from the Sewing Team and on behalf of the heroes we all support!
Love,
Dee :)
Dee Jerge
Vice President - Sewing Team

Sewing Team Information & Contacts
Vice President—Sewing Team
Director—Blankets of Hope
Dee Jerge
blanketsofhope@soldiersangels.org
djerge@soldiersangels.org
Sand Scarves
Anita Dice
sandscarf@soldiersangels.org

Sewing Team Newsletter
Karen Giffen
bohnewsletter@gmail.com

Germany Blankets of Hope
Maryann Phillips
mphillips@soldiersangels.org

Cooling Scarves
Deborah Delcorio
coolscarf@soldiersangels.org

Crafts Corner/Crochet Team
Deborah Delcorio
crochet@soldiersangels.org

Operation Top Knot
optopknot@soldiersangels.org
Caitlynn Pysar
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Soldiers’ Angels Germany: Intense Fighting continues in Afghanistan
LCpl Blas Trevin of the 1st Battalion, 5th
Marines, gives the thumbs-up to flight
medic Sgt. Joe Campbell after arriving at
a field hospital at camp Edi on a medevac
helicopter from the Army's Task Force Lift
"Dust Off", Charlie Company 1-214
Aviation Regiment after he got shot in the
stomach, outside Sangin, in the Helmand
Province of southern Afghanistan,
Saturday, June 11, 2011. The Army's
'Dust Off' crew needed two attempts to
get him out, as they were fired upon and
took five rounds of bullets into the tail of
their aircraft. (AP Photo/Anja
Niedringhaus)

From a recent CBS News story: „Three times a week an ambulance bus arrives at Bethesda hospital in Maryland carrying
wounded Marines from Afghanistan, via Landstuhl hospital in Germany. Before the surge in Afghanistan, there would
have between 20 and 30 patients at any one time. Now, there are between 30 and 50.“

MOST-NEEDED ITEMS FOR JUNE/JULY 2011

Thank you for your help with these items, listed in order of need:
-

Sweatpants and Zippered Hoodie Sweatjackets (sizes M, L, XL, dark colors)
Plain white undershirts (sizes M, L, XL, crew neck)
Men's Boxerbriefs (M, L, XL) 2nd choice boxers.
Calling cards (60-minute domestic cards. International not necessary)
Blankets of Hope
Socks (white ankle or crew length preferred.)

Soldiers’ Angels Germany
If you would like to help with a donation of clothing, personal care items, calling cards or Blankets of
Hope, please email us at mphillips@SoldiersAngels.org or visit the Soldiers’ Angels Germany blog at
www.soldiersangelsgermany.org.

MTD, Medical Transient Detachment
Attn: Soldiers' Angels
CMR 402
APO AE 09180
Please include your email address with your shipment!
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To Soldiers’
Angels...
Cont.
Activities
and
Fundraisers
July
SA T-shirt Design Content JULY 1-27 Details in graphic below
Red, White and Tunes, 4th of July at 5951 Silver King Blvd Cape Coral
Florida Time: TBA fantastic music and fun on the Gulf Coast at the 5 Star
Resort at Marina Village featuring Grammy Award winning artist Mac McAnally, Peter Mayer, Will Kimbrough,and many other local and nationally
known singer/songwriters. Pack your best Pirate and Wench outfits for the
Buccaneer‟;s Ball, Pirate games, and fireworks cruise aboard the pirate ship
"Pieces of Eight". For more information, registration and hotel reservations
go to www.redwhiteandtunes.com. Proceeds benefit Soldiers‟ Angels! For
more information please contact Charlotte Kaufmann at 239-699-2774 or
ablondestranger@gmail.com
Project Valour Online Fundraising Competition July 1-14, 2011. To
join a team or help in any other way, email campaign@soldiersangels.org or
join Valour-IT's Google Group (you don't have to join anything to donate).
Cooking With the Troops July 4th in DC to support Soldiers Angels Germany. For more information email Bob Miller at concretebob@cwtt.org
STANDING for the FALLEN JULY 4th Very exciting news to
share! This July 4th will mark a
major turning point for us. That
day will mark the first time we
will be doing events in two different cities, one in Lafayette,
Indiana and the other, a 24-hour
stand in Washington, D.C.
Please stay tuned for more updates as we can make them
available. For more information please contact Mark at
mark@junepalms.com or call him at (765) 404-2232
Birthday Party Bash—Thursday, July 14, 2011 at 2pm located at the Erie
VA Hospital. To make these monthly birthday party bashes be a success
YOUR help is needed with cards, gifts or prizes. For more information
please contact Tammy Chappel at 814-694-6874 or cncpa2@gmail.com
Military Appreciation July 17th - 5:00pm-10:00pm Medlar Field at Lubrano Park State College, PA. The Spikes Baseball team will hold their annual Military Appreciation Night. Displays from all branches and military support organizations & an on-the-field enlistment ceremony. SA will have a
large display. For more information please contact Leslie Scott 570-7551721 or lscott@soldiersangels.org

IF you know of an event, activity or fundraiser for
Soldiers‟ Angels that is either sponsored by or for Soldiers‟ Angels, please let me know. My goal is for
every state to take part in this section, so PLEASE
email newsletter@soldiersangels.org Thank You!
—Amy
For more event info:
http://soldiersangels.org/upcoming-events.html
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To Soldiers’
Pics
Page Angels... Cont.

This is the poem that Soldiers‟ Angel Kim Wanger read at the dedication ceremony.
"We bleed, we sweat, we cry for each other...."

written by SPC Asia Allen

We bleed, we sweat, we cry for each other...Our only hope is that we come home to our family and friends,
a semblance of the person we were when we left. We have no idea that won't happen.
The bonds we build can never be broken, and sometimes it feels as if our brothers in arms are the only
ones we've ever known, and the only ones who will ever truly understand us. There is nowhere else on
earth that we could be, and feel secure in the thought that the man next to us, would die for us.
It is not a job; it is a way of life. It is in our blood. It becomes our nightmares, and our dreams. We pray
our children will be proud of us, and want to be like us. Yet we pray they won't.
People say they're sorry we have to go. They shouldn't be. We want to go. We volunteer again and
again. And we wonder why. We can't help it. It's torture not wanting to be there, and not wanting to be
home. Every story begins with "This one time we..." It is always we... It always will be...
We can fight, but it will never overpower the love. We can scream, but it will never drown out the tears.
Our fear will never outweigh our courage. And the bonds we have formed will never be broken.
The brothers we have lost will never truly die. For they live on in us. We carry each other in life, and in
death.
We may serve the United States military, but make no mistake. We bleed, we sweat, we cry and we die...
For each other.
The Soldiers’ Angels Newsletter: Calling All Angels has a blog to give the reader an additional way to voice
opinions, comments, ideas and stories. ALL deadlines will be for submission—whether stories, announcements or newsletters—will be posted on the blog. There are links to published Newsletters. Please visit the
blog at callingallangelsnews.blogspot.com, or you can send an email to newsletter@soldiersangels.org

May No Soldier Go Unloved,
May No Soldier Walk Alone,
May No Soldier Be Forgotten,
Until They All Come Home.

Soldiers’ Angels
1792 E. Washington Blvd.
Pasadena, CA 91104
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