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Voice of the Angels 
Dear Angels & Friends, 
 

December is the busiest month for all Angels! 

Coming off Thanksgiving and getting packages to 

the front lines in time for Christmas and Chanu-

kah and all other Holiday Celebrations, the San 

Antonio warehouse was buzzing with packing and 

pushing boxes onto the back of postal trucks. 

Many different groups and folks around the coun-

try banded together to make this undertaking 
happen. In addition to those efforts, over a thou-

sand Angels and their families stepped up to the 

plate and adopted needy and deserving military 

families to brighten and improve the season and 

lighten the load.  

 

This is the finest testimony to what Soldiers' An-

gels do. Its the relationship between the Angels 

and heroes that makes us proud to be part of this 

organization and this country. With all these en-

deavors and coverage, we still are leaning forward 

on the next year.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Calling All Angels 

When hear the word ―knight,‖ you probably think 

of a white knight riding in on a horse to conquer 

the enemy who is usually in a shade of black, yes? 

What about the words ―loyalty and courage?‖ 

Many things probably cross your mind—maybe 

even the word knight.  But in one special case, 

those words apply to America‘s ―Black Knights.‖ 
 

The good guys do wear black—and maybe even 

Army Green.  The I-5 Cavalry, nicknamed ―Black 
Knights‖ and stationed at Fort Hood, have 

―Loyalty and Courage‖ as their motto. 
 

―A Happy Calvary—Thanks From the Frontline,‖ 

from September‘s Calling All Angels featured Staff 

Sergeant Scott Wangsness and his unit, and how 

Amy‘s QRF supported them.  That unit is actually 

part of the 1-5 CAV Black Knights! 
 

As the months in-country grew, rumors flew–Are 

they going?  Are they staying? If so, for how long? 

Finally the news that everyone was waiting for 

arrived: they had their orders to return home.  

To everyone‘s surprise, things moved along rela-

tively quickly and with their barracks—home to 

approximately 275 unmarried soldiers—empty, 

the Family Readiness Group (FRG) for the Black 

Knights got to work welcoming the heroes re-

turning from a difficult deployment.  An email 

(Continued on page 2) 

1-5 Cavalry are truly the good guys, despite their 

dark nickname as the “Dark Knights!” 



went out to families of the married soldiers, 

including Dana Wangsness, asking for assistance.  

Dana knew just what to do.  She forwarded the 

email to the Amy‘s QRF Alerts Team.  
 

The word went out via the QRF Team to see if 

Soldiers‘ Angels could help in some way, even  

on such short notice.  ―We basically had a week 

to prepare before they came home,‖ said Lisa 
Daniels, FRG Leader for the Black Knights.  Of 

course, the Angels of Amy‘s QRF came through.   

The FRG soon gathered to stuff 275 baskets with 

goodies to welcome home their heroes.  ―We 

received the great banner, cards which we 

placed in the baskets, small personalized banners 

which were hung up, and a few items of toilet-

ries, snacks, etc that were placed in the welcome 

home baskets.‖  Each basket was placed on a 

returning Soldier‘s bed in the barracks. 
 

In addition to those last-minute items, a few 

boxes arrived after the 1-5 CAV returned, but 

they are coming in handy!  ―I am going to put 

(Continued from page 1) them to good use 

by giving them to 

another battalion 

in our brigade—1

-8 CAV—who are 

expecting their 

deployed unit to 

arrive in the next 

week,‖ Lisa re-

ports. 
 

From the pictures 

and the thank yous, it‘s clear that the heroes 

who received items from Soldiers‘ Angels were 

extremely happy.  In a brief comment Captain 

Kashmiri wrote,  ―Thank you so much for all the 

help. It is greatly appreciated.‖ 
 

Through Amy‘s QRF, the Angels of Soldiers‘ 

Angels not only  assisted in welcoming home the  

Black Knights, but extended their wings to wel-

come home the 1-8 Cavalry as well!  Awesome 

Angeling! 

A special thank you to Lisa Daniels and Captain 

Omar Kashmiri for taking time to do an interview, 

but most importantly to the 1-5 CAV Black Knights 

and the 1-8 CAV for the sacrifices they have made 

and continue to make.   
 

WELCOME HOME, BLACK KNIGHTS!!!!!!!  
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Each single soldier 
returning to the bar-
racks from deploy-

ment received a bas-
ket of goodies, with 
help from Soldiers’ 

Angels. 

The FRG designed 
individual signs to 

welcome home single 

soldiers living in the 
barracks. 

The Black Knights,  continued 

“We basically 

had a week to 

prepare before 

they came 

home.”  



It's nice to sit back in amazement about this past 

year and all  the accomplishments of Soldiers' 

Angels—from visiting and entering new VA facili-

ties to seeing the end of military operations in 

Iraq, to hosting large baby showers in different 

locations. In San Antonio at Brooke Army Medi-

cal Center, to the realignment of facilities at 

Walter Reed Medical Center and Bethesda Naval 

Medical, to San Diego, Angels have reached out 
with caring and supportive hands to ensure our 

returning wounded and their families know they 

are not alone. It's these moments of compassion 

that are going to help us support returning he-

roes that are battle-scarred and those who have 

been home since their time of service that is 

going to help keep these national treasures pro-

ductive and not falling into pits of despair.  
 

In this upcoming year we are looking forward to 

(Continued from page 1) providing even more laptops to the Wounded 

and Veteran Communities to help keeping them 

in the sphere of support and love and providing 

them a hand up in terms of equipment versus a 

hand out. As we see the troops returning home 

from Iraq permanently and as draw downs hap-

pen in Afghanistan we will have a flood of newly 

returned vets on top of those already here that 

we're supporting there will be 150,000 folks 

looking for work and assistance with the effects 
of their service. 
 

Thank you one and all for a wonderful year of 

support and accomplishments. Here's to another 

great year and to a bright and wonderful future, 

Cheers to our Heroes, Cheers to our Angels 

and Cheers to this blessed land we call home! 

 

Toby J. Nunn 

Soldiers‘ Angels Executive Director 

to protect who we were escorting,‖ said Pe-

tithomme. ―Seeing the last day and last convoy 

out of Iraq be uneventful and with no attack 

from an enemy made me feel pretty darn good.‖ 
 

As a captain, Plourde flew missions over Iraq in 

support of Operation Iraqi Freedom when the 

very first convoys crossed from Kuwait into Iraq 

in March 2003. Plourde had a cousin assigned to 

a unit on the ground then, and the brother of 
that cousin was on the ground in the final 

months of Operation New Dawn. 
 

―For me the last combat mission supporting 

Operation New Dawn was significantly pro-

found,‖ said Plourde.  ―Because I had a family tie, 

there was a personal connection.‖ 
 

―I also felt incredibly proud of the Tigers as we 

provided top cover for many other cousins, 

brothers, fathers, sisters and mothers who were 

counting on us during the final few months (of 

Operation New Dawn),‖ said Plourde.  ―The first 

realization was watching the last convoy cross 

from Iraq into Kuwait, and seeing the last vehicle 

cross the border, and watching them actually 

shut the gate in my targeting pod,‖ said Pe-

tithomme. ―The second was talking to command 

and control and having them tell us, ‗You are the 

last manned U.S. Air Force aircraft in Iraq, you 

are cleared to return to base.‘‖  
 

―When they spoke those words is really when it 

set in,‖ said Plourde. 
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Iraq & the Tuskegee Airmen by 1st Lt Rusty Ridley, via dvidshub.net 

The Tuskegee Air-
men, the first all Afri-

can-American fighter 
group, is credited with 
a reputation of excel-

lence as they escorted 
bombers during 
World War II with 

their uniquely painted 
red-tailed aircraft.   

December was a wild 
and wonderful month 

for the Angels of Sol-
diers’ Angels, as Toby 

explains. 

“You are the 

last manned 

U.S. Air Force 

aircraft in Iraq, 

you are cleared 

to return to 

base.”  

Voice of the Angels, continued 

As the world watched the last convoy pass 

through the gates at Khabari Crossing on the 

Kuwait-Iraq border, they may not have realized 

those on the ground had some help in the skies 

from airmen with a historic lineage. 
 

Col. Rodney Petithomme, 332nd Expeditionary 

Operations Group commander, and Lt. Col. 

Jason Plourde, commander of the 79th Expedi-

tionary Fighter Squadron ―Tigers," both part of 

the Tuskegee Airmen heritage, flew the last com-

bat mission over Iraq on Dec. 18, piloting F-16s. 
 

―It was fitting for Tuskegee Airmen to be provid-

ing top cover for U.S. personnel who were with-

drawing from Iraq,‖ said Petithomme. 
 

There is a sense among some aviators that Op-

erations Desert Storm, Southern Watch, North-

ern Watch, Iraqi Freedom and New Dawn have 

defined an Air Force generation because of con-
stant participation in air support since Saddam 

Hussein invaded Kuwait in 1990.  ―Effectively, for 

the last 21 years, we have had continuous U.S. 

Air Force aircraft flying over the country of 

Iraq,‖ said Petithomme.  ―When you look back at 

the thousands of hours we have spent flying 

combat missions over Iraq, to be able to be one 

of the last two combat Air Force aircraft over 

the country is significant and inspiring yet hum-

bling,‖ he continued. 
 

―I felt like we were carrying on the legacy and 

that it was our job as the most recent Red Tails 



Your support for the troops could make you a 

star! 
 

The amazing movie Act of Valor opens in thea-

ters on February 24.  It stars Active Duty Navy 

SEALs and is getting rave reviews from military 

supporters who have participated in sneak pre-

views. 
 

Now here‘s where you come in… 

Go to www.YouTube.com/ActOfValorSalutes to 

create/upload your own THANK YOU Video for 

the troops and your video may be among those 

chosen to be part of the advertising campaign for 

the movie!   

 

There are only a few days left,  so click here now 

and create your own thank you or ―shout out‖ 

to support of the troops! 

Representatives named to the Council are SA 

Executive Director Toby Nunn (National Repre-

sentative) and Events Coordinator Twyla Choate 

(National Certifying Official for SA Representa-

tion).  Operations Manager Ann Davidson and 

Board Member Ricky John were named as Dep-

uty Members.  Toby will be attending SA‘s first 

National Committee Meeting in March. 

Soldiers‘ Angels is honored and excited to have 

been asked to join the VA's National VAVS Advi-

sory Council as a non-voting member!  The 

Committee advises the U.S. Department of Vet-

erans Affairs Under Secretary for Health on 

matters pertaining to the participation of volun-

teers in VA medical facilities, assists in recruit-

ment and orientation of volunteers, and keeps 

the officers and members of participating organi-

zations informed of volunteer needs and accom-
plishments. 
 

Since 2007, Soldiers' Angels has placed special 

emphasis on reaching hospitalized veterans 

through VA medical facilities, becoming a VA-

recognized VSO (Veterans Service Organization) 

and being included in facility meetings in order to 

stay informed on the needs of both staff and 

patients.  With the appointment to the National 

VAVS Advisory Council, Soldiers‘ Angela can 

continue to have a significant role in supporting 

America‘s veterans as they return home from 

war, now working at the national level as well as 

through local facilities. 
 

“Act of Valor” 

stars Active 

Duty Navy 

SEALs and is 

getting rave 

reviews. 

Page 4 Calling All Angels 

Through the VA Sup-
port Team and items 

such as the Vet Pack, 
Soldiers’ Angels has 
been supporting Vet-

erans in specific and 
effective ways now 
recognized by the 

Department of Veter-
ans Affairs. 

Angels at the Movies 

Soldiers’ Angels Recognized by VA 

Act of Valor is a high-
production-value Hol-

lywood  movie featur-
ing Active Duty Navy 
SEALs improvising 

scenes and displaying 
common SEAL tactics 
and activities. 

http://actofvalor.com/#/HOME
http://www.YouTube.com/ActOfValorSalutes
http://soldiersangels.org/veterans-support.html


On that cold 

December day, 

Mike and his unit 

found themselves 

pinned down 

during an attack 

against strong 

enemy posi-

tions.  Exposed to 

heavy artillery, 
mortar and ma-

chinegun fire, 

Mike stood, 

shouted to the men to follow, and began engag-

ing the enemy with his machine pistol.  The men 

followed, as all great men will do.  When his 

pistol was rendered inoperable by shrapnel, Mike 

climbed upon on a nearby tank and began firing 

the machinegun, even though doing so exposed 

him to German firing.  Undaunted, Mike would 

destroy three enemy positions, another machine-

gun emplacement, and rout those facing this God 

of War.  When the machinegun jammed, he 

grabbed another submachine gun, and soldiered 

on.  When ammunition was depleted and the 

order to withdraw came through, Mike refused 

to leave the battle, remaining behind instead to 

ensure that all the wounded men could be evacu-

ated.  Even in the face of intense enemy artillery 

and mortar attacks, Mike would help the 

wounded traverse several hundred yards of open 

terrain to ensure that other men were brought 

to safety.  As his Medal of Honor citation would 

later relate, "By his intrepidity and inspiring cour-

age Pfc. Colalillo gave tremendous impetus to his 

company's attack, killed or wounded 25 of the 

enemy in bitter fighting, and assisted a wounded 

(Continued on page 12) 

In his work on the Korean War, military histo-

rian T.R. Fehrenbach once noted that "you may 

fly over a land forever; you may bomb it, atomize 

it, pulverize it and wipe it clean of life - but if you 

desire to defend it, protect it, and keep it for 

civilization, you must do this on the ground, the 

way the Roman legions did, by putting your 

young men into the mud.''  On the 18th of De-

cember, 1945, Mike Colalillo was that man in the 

mud, defending civilization in a town named 
Untergriesheim in Germany. 
 

Born on the first of December, 1925, Mike grew 

up in West Duluth Minnesota to Italian immi-

grant parents, one of nine siblings.  When his 

mother died in 1941, Mike dropped out of 

school and worked at a bakery to support his 

family.  According to the Washington Post, Mike 

said that he "did everything from cleaning pans to 

putting jelly in the Bismarcks," a type of pas-

try.  But when the war broke out, Mike enlisted 

to do his part for the cause of freedom.  He 

went to Duluth and would later be assigned to 

the 398th Infantry of the Army's 100th Infantry 

Division.  From there, he would head to Ger-

many. 
 

Shakespeare once discussed greatness in his 

classic work, the Twelfth Night, noting that all 

great men (and presumably women) come to 

greatness by three routes:  "some are born 

great, some achieve greatness and some have 

greatness thrust upon them."  While a truism, 

which was Mike I wonder?  For his part, he as-

cribed his actions to the third, telling the St. Paul 

Pioneer Press in 2004 that "It was a rough time, 

and I was scared, but I had to do what I had to 

do."  And what he did was the stuff from which 

legends are made. 

“Even in the face 

of intense enemy 

artillery and 

mortar attacks, 

Mike would help 

the wounded 

traverse several 

hundred yards of 

open terrain.”
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Act of Valor is a high-
production-value Hol-

lywood  movie featur-
ing Active Duty Navy 
SEALs improvising 

scenes and displaying 
common SEAL tactics 

and activities. 

Duty and Greatness 

Ft. Hood rushed to give blood at the over-

whelmed medical facilities, inspiring several Sol-

diers‘ Angels with the thought that a blood drive 

would be a beautiful way to honor America‘s 

heroes.  
 

You can share your photos of your giving experi-

ence on the Soldiers‘ Angels Facebook 

page.  Angels are also encouraged to develop 

their own local blood drives (contact 
events@soldiersangels.org for assistance). 
 

Spread the word, and give blood in honor of 

those who have shed so much for us! 

Soldiers' Angels encourages Angels and friends 

across the country to honor those that have 

shed their blood for us by heading to their local 

blood bank and donating a pint during Valentine‘s 

Day week (February 13-17). 
 

Please take time out of your busy schedule to 

give a pint from the heart. If you can't give red, 

you can always give green and donate online in 

honor of America's heroes.  
 

This is the third year of the ―Give Love, Give 

Blood‖ drive, an idea born out of community 

response to the shootings at Ft. Hood in No-

vember 2009.  Many wonderful Americans near 

Give Love, Give Blood for the Troops 

Mike Colalillo joined 
the ranks of Medal of 

Honor Heroes in 

World War II.  He 
passed away in Janu-

ary. 

https://www.facebook.com/SoldiersAngelsOfficial
https://www.facebook.com/SoldiersAngelsOfficial
http://soldiersangels.org/donate.html


We’ve all heard of Busy Little Bees,” but what about 

“Busy Little Angels?” You really should have, since 

Soldiers’ Angels  has quite a few “Busy Little Angels” 

hard at work on a regular basis.  With the rush of 

the holiday, some Busy Little Michigan and Wisconsin 

Angels didn’t get their stories in an earlier edition... 
 

Since Veterans‘ Day fell on a Friday this past 

year, it made for a very long weekend, which led 

to a number of different  Michigan Soldiers‘ An-
gels events in just a few days.  
 

―There was a week-long event at a Detroit Vet-

eran‘s bar, Old Miami (Miami stands for Missing 

In Action Michigan),‖ reports Soldiers‘ Angel 

Victoria O‘Connor, who assisted with the event.  

She received enough monetary donations to pay 

for postage to send care packages, as well as a 

donation of three boxes full of books.  
 

That same weekend, Michigan held its Turkey 

Trot at the Hudson Mills Metropark, where An-

gel Wendi Tague represented Soldiers‘ Angels.  

While Wendi was hard at work with the Turkey 

Trot, two other Soldiers‘ Angels fundraisers 

were going on in Rockville, at Charley‘s Grilled 

Subs and at Xtreme Fun at Macomb Mall.    
 

Both businesses had agreed to have the fundrais-

ers as an all day event. Tables were setup and 

staffed by Angels—Erin Freund spent the day at 

Charley‘s and CNC Jen Dawson with honorary 

Angel Jared Koverman spent the day at Xtreme 

Fun.  Angel Sharon Trombley and her husband 

Bob bounced between both locations.  There 

were also helpers from First State Bank, includ-

ing Theresa Dunn, whose son Chris is serving 

with the unit they were supporting for Christ-

mas.  In addition, Wendi dropped by to help 

after working the Turkey Trot.  
 

For the Charley‘s event, Sam‘s Club employees 

donated a full sheet cake featuring the Soldiers‘ 

Angels logo and the cake was  shared with those 

who stopped by the table. Three 50/50 raffles 

were held along with a fundraising raffle for items 

such as a Sam‘s Club membership, a basket of 

Mary Kay products, a 60 minute massage and a 

handmade afghan (donated by Angel Jen Daw-

son‘s grandmother).  An added plus came from 

two Charley‘s employees—Glen (who is a Ma-

rine Dad) and Amber—who worked their shifts 

at Charley‘s and had their pay for the day added 

to the donation for Soldiers‘ Angels. 
 

In another Michigan 

event, ―Murphy‘s 

Law‖ caught up with 
the Angels.  Two 

days before a pack-

ing party, CNCs Jen 

Dawson and Sharon 

Trombley learned 

that the hall they 

had used last year 

had not been reserved for them.  Instead of can-

celling the party, they did what they have always 

done... they "winged" it.  The venue was 

moved and was even better than they had 

hoped! 
 

Jen and Sharon had received plenty of bags and 

boxes of donations, including 138 packages of 

homemade cookies.  Twenty Angelic volunteers 

showed up for the event, including Earl Dunn, 

whose son's unit (the 602nd Maintenance Com-

pany) was to receive the care packages!  The 

goal for this years packing party was to beat their 

previous record of 68 care packages.  They blew 

right past it with 138 care packages! 

In Packer town, ―The navy recruiters invited me 

to come up to share in a Jamboree called 

Xtreme,‖ reports Wisconsin CNC Diane Cham-

paigne, explaining ―it is a time where Girl Scouts 

get to know the military and flag raising.‖ As part 

of the event, Girl Scout wrote letters to the 

troops and learned how to fold American flags. 
Each Girl Scout unit also picked a branch of ser-

vice and learned that branch‘s official march.  All 

of the letters that the Girl Scouts wrote went to 

USS Vincent in time for Christmas, complete with 

folded flags and candy from First Impressions 

Dental of Wausau, Wisconsin. 
 

Awesome Angeling!  Thank you to everyone! 
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In Green Bay, Girl 
Scouts teamed up with 

military recruiters and 
Soldiers’ Angels to 

write letters with the 

troops and learn how 
to properly fold the 
American flag. 

In Rockville, MI, two 
Charley’s employees 

donated their day’s 
wages to a Soldiers’ 

Angels fundraiser! 

Busy Little Angels 

The goal for 

this packing 

party was to 

beat their 

previous 

record...They 

blew right    

past it! 



What an amazing Holiday Season this has been at 

Soldiers‘ Angels!  We all worked and planned 

hard for months, and it finally come together. 

Here are just a few snapshots of what the gener-

ous hearts and tireless spirits of Angel volunteers 

accomplished over the Holiday Season. 
 

 Over 85,000 care packages were sent to 

heroes on the front lines, many containing 

gifts for more than one service member. 

 Over 1,250 struggling military families were 

adopted by individual Angel volunteers who 

gave them children‘s presents and a gift card 

for a holiday feast. 

 Over $50,000 worth of toys were donated 

to military children in need or with de-

ployed parents, through FRG (Family Readi-

ness Group) holiday parties across the 

country. 

 Over 50 laptops, iPads and Kindle Fires 

were given to wounded warriors to aid in 

their recovery and reintegration.  Gaming 

systems were given to VA hospitals, facilitat-

ing physical therapy and socialization for the 

patients there. 

 Most every VA hospital in America received 

a shipment of socks, coffee mugs, coffee and 

blankets from Soldiers‘ Angels and Angel 

volunteers around the country. 

 Each major military medical center received 

a delivery of Christmas gifts and handmade 

or hand-written holiday cards from across 

the country. 
 

This amazing list does not include the thousands 

of adopting Angels who made sure their de-

ployed hero received a box from home, the 

countless patriotic Americans who flooded the 

Angel warehouses with holiday greeting cards to 

be placed in care packages, and the local bands of 

Angels who worked to support military families 
and deployed units in their areas. 
 

Truly we accomplish amazing things when we lift 

those Angels wings and work together! 

attack, but for the service members and civilians 

who lived it, Pearl Harbor something they will 

and,  as 9-11 is for this generation.  Great heroes 

paid the ultimate sacrifice that day, and many 

other heroes who rose to fight back. 
 

In North Carolina a small group of veterans from 

as far back as WWII regularly meet to listen to 

speakers tell forgotten war stories. At their most 

recent meeting, an Angel of Soldiers‘ Angels was 
invited and heard a WWII story told and that 

had been deemed classified until 1995.   
 

At the North Carolina event, an 85-year-old 

WWII Veteran spoke about hearing the news 

about Pearl Harbor and the famous speech of 

President Franklin Roosevelt.  He also spoke of 

the classified mission he‘d been on years later, 

when he happened to be piloting  a secret scout-

ing mission and viewed the bombing of Hi-

roshima.  It all came full circle for him. 
 

Even though this hero had been on the opposite 

side the world when Pearl Harbor was attacked– 

stationed in Europe—he never forgot that mo-

ment.  No matter how far away a service mem-

ber is then or now you hurt one, you hurt them 

all.  And like those who lived through 9-11, those 

who lived through Pearl Harbor will never forget 

where they were when they heard… and we 

should never forget their sacrifice and courage. 

December 7, 2011 

marked the 70th anni-

versary of America‘s 

abrupt entry into 

World War II when 

Japan bombed the naval 

base at Pearl Harbor, 

killing 2,402 and wound-

ing 1,282 heroes. Most 

every generation in 
American history has a 

moment that changed them in a way they would 

never forget.  Pearl Harbor was that moment for 

the generation of World War II. 
 

As December 7 approached this year, a few tele-

vision programs reminded us about this momen-

tous date, including a primetime football game 

that reminded its viewers to take a moment on 

December 7 to thank America‘s military. 
 

All over this great nation, wherever there was a 

military base and even in other countries, the 

70th year of remembrance of the ―date that will  

live in infamy‖ was honored—from something as 

simple as every American flag at flying at half-

staff, to  ceremonies and wreaths placed at me-

morials honoring the fallen of WWII. 
 

Seeing the Pearl Harbor Memorial can give you a 

clearer understanding of the devastation of the 
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70th Anniversary of Pearl Harbor 

Modern-day sailors 
and Marines still re-

member what hap-
pened at Pearl Har-
bor, honoring the 

memory of those who 
fought and died that 

day in 1941. 

Soldiers’ Angels volun-
teers worked and 

planned for months 
and months… and 
created a fantastic 

holiday season for 
America’s heroes and 
their families! 

“Truly we 

accomplish 

amazing things 

when we lift 

those Angels 

wings and work 

together!”  

A Very Angel Holiday 

http://soldiersangels.org/holidays-for-heroes.html
http://soldiersangels.org/index.php?mact=News,cntnt01,detail,0&cntnt01articleid=961&cntnt01returnid=15
http://soldiersangels.org/index.php?mact=News,cntnt01,detail,0&cntnt01articleid=952&cntnt01detailtemplate=_dflt&cntnt01returnid=120
http://soldiersangels.org/project-valour-it.html
http://soldiersangels.org/index.php?mact=News,cntnt01,detail,0&cntnt01articleid=953&cntnt01detailtemplate=_dflt&cntnt01returnid=120
http://soldiersangels.org/index.php?mact=News,cntnt01,detail,0&cntnt01articleid=929&cntnt01detailtemplate=_dflt&cntnt01returnid=120
http://soldiersangels.org/index.php?mact=News,cntnt01,detail,0&cntnt01articleid=929&cntnt01detailtemplate=_dflt&cntnt01returnid=120


Soldiers‘ Angel  Desiree Bowman is like a lot of 

other Angels—-she loves to spread the word.   

Recently that led to something very surprising…  
 

―When I was in Annapolis for the Pre-

homecoming event for families of the 1729th 

FSMC recently, there was a representative from 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve 

(ESGR) and of course I was telling him and any-

one else who would listen about Soldiers' An-
gels,‖ Desiree recalls.   

Desiree also told him about the support that she 

and other fellow Angels provide to the National 

Guard in Maryland and all over the world.  After 

hearing all about what Desiree and Soldiers‘ 

Angels do as a whole, the ESGR representative 

gave her  a paper and asked her to fill out and 

return it to him.  Shortly after she returned it,  

Desiree received the following... 
 

Congratulations to Desiree.  Awesome Angeling! 
 

We had a great Thanksgiving over here… Some 

of my Soldiers got the chance to go home and 

see family and friends for the holidays, and most 

of us enjoy it over here--it was awesome, consid-

ering the situation we are in. 
 

I want to thank you personally for sending the 

packages and all the support that you give my 

Soldiers and me.  It makes the deployment a little 

easier. Enjoy the holidays.  God Bless and take 

care. 

Dear Wonderful Volunteers at Soldier‘s Angels, 
 

I just wanted to say thank you for the packages 

you sent us. We are getting great support from 

my wonderful people including you, and are 

grateful to receive the support for what we are 

doing. That is really nice--what you do for my 

Soldiers.  They are like my children so I try to 

take care of them just like they are my own. 
 

My name is Johnnie F. and I am a First Sergeant 

(1SG) in the Army and been in for 18 years and 

enjoy what I do.  We have been deployed for 

around seven months and have around five more 

to go.   
 

We are stationed out of Alaska, and we have 

[many] Soldiers in my Battery, in three different 

locations.  All the packages you send to us I share 

with each platoon when I go visit them, the 

smiles on their faces are priceless.  It really 

means a lot to get all the support we do. 
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Holiday Thanks from Afghanistan 

Thanks to Desiree’s 
penchant for spreading 

the word, she received 
a very special Thank 
you from the Guard 

and Reserve through 
the Department of 
Defense. 

American heroes are 
still carrying the flag in 

Afghanistan, and they 

appreciate our sup-
port! 

Letter of Appreciation 

“All the 

packages you 

send to us I 

share with each 

platoon...the 

smiles on their 

faces are 

priceless.  “ 



The best word to describe the first Interview With A 

Hero of 2012 is: “Motivation”—both for Soldiers 

AND their Angels! 
 

Tony Tuck joined the Army directly out of high 

school in 1983. ―It was just after Grenada and I 

felt I need to do something for my country,‖ says 

Sergeant Major Tuck.  He also admits,  ―I was 

looking at the college fund at the time and the 

possibility of (after four years of service) getting 
my degree.‖  In his 28 years of service he has 

been deployed five times—to Panama, Desert 

Shield /Desert Storm, twice to Iraq (OIF) and 

currently on his first to Afghanistan (OEF).   
 

Fortunately, SGM Tuck has family backing him 

up.  ―I have a wonderful wife of 17 years, four 

beautiful kids and five grandchildren that love me 

very much,‖ he says, ―So I get a lot of attention.  

But for my young Soldiers and their ‗New to the 

Army‘ families, this program provides the com-

fort and support that tells them that the sacri-

fices that they are giving do not fall on deaf ears. 

There are a lot of people out that that care for 

them and what they are doing for them.‖ 
 

Senior Non-commissioned Officers (NCOs) like 

Tuck are always looking to boost  the morale of 

their Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen or Marines, and 

that‘s where Soldiers‘ Angels can really help.   

 

Tuck heard about Soldiers‘ Angels while on one 

of his deployments when he was just a First Ser-

geant.  ―One of my fellow 1SG's mentioned it to 

me at one of our meetings and I thought it would 

be great for those Soldiers that need that extra 

boost of spirits to know that there are Ameri-

cans that support what we are doing over here,‖ 

Tuck recalls.   
 

Of course no matter what a hero‘s rank, he or 

she deserves to be supported by an ―Angel,‖ but 

Tuck was more concerned about the morale of 

his company. ―My goal is to inform and get Sol-

diers involved with Soldiers Angels,‖ Tuck says in 

explaining how he uses Soldiers‘ Angels.  ―I 

thought it was a great way to boost their morale 

and give them a little relief through communica-

tion with someone besides their buddies on their 

left and right.‖ 
 

Although SGM Tuck doesn‘t have a favorite 
―Angel Story,‖ he does know how much impact 

an Angel can have.  ―Well, I saw it first hand in 

my first deployment to Iraq (OIF),‖ he says.  ―I 

had a Soldier that really did not have someone 

back home that he could correspond with.  So 

when he began getting letters from some 

stranger that just wanted to know about him and 

how he was doing, his life changed—he became a 

better Soldier due to the fact that he cared for 

and cared about other Soldiers, not just going 

day by day doing what needed to be done.‖ 
 

Sergeant Major Tuck  has a message to all of the 

Angels of Soldiers‘ Angels, proof that even senior 

military leaders need a helping hand from Sol-

diers‘ Angels: “ I would like to thank all the An-

gels out there that bring smiles to all these young 

Soldiers in all branches of the service,‖ he says. 
 

 ―What you provide to them is irreplace-

able and something that I as a senior 

leader cannot provide to them each day.  

This war would be a lot harder for many of 

the men and women serving overseas if it 

wasn't for organizations and Americans 

like you that support us in many ways.” 
 

Thank you to Sergeant Major Tuck for both your 

service to us all, and that wonderful motivation for 

Angels to continue to support the troops in every way 

possible.  It obviously makes a difference and we are 

honored to do our part! 
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SGM Tuck says Sol-
diers’ Angels is a vital 

tool for himself and 
the other Sergeants 
Major pictured above, 

helping them maintain 
the fighting spirit of 

the Soldiers they lead. 

SGM Tuck, who 
counts Soldiers’ An-

gels as one of his most 
valuable tools as a 
leader of Soldiers, 

shared this picture of 
him honoring the anni-
versary of 9-11. 

“What you 

provide to them 

is...something 

that I as a 

senior leader 

cannot provide 

to them.” 

Interview with a Hero 



Thank you to BNSF for gift to military families and 

your donation in support of the Mission of Soldiers' 

Angels!  
 

Military families boarded vintage BNSF Railway 

passenger cars on Tuesday, December 6, 2011 in 

Fargo, North Dakota for a holiday-themed ride. 

Santa presented commemorative ornaments 

resembling military challenge coins to passengers 

during the 90-minute excursion that featured 
treats and was highlighted with smiles. 
 

About 370 military family members took part in 

the BNSF Holiday Express ride, and many have 

had a family member deployed in the past year 

or serving overseas now. Most of the families 

represented the North Dakota Army National 

Guard and Air 

National Guard, 

with a sizeable 

component from 

the Grand Forks 

Air Force Base and 

a few from the U.S. 

Navy Reserve‘s 

Navy Operational 

Support Center in Fargo. 
 

Soldiers' Angels volunteer Shelle Michaels Aberle 

was on board the Holiday Express with her hus-

band Colonel Michael Aberle, NDARNG Chief 

of Staff, where they were given VIP treatment by 

BNSF executives in one of the lead train cars. 

The Aberles walked the length of the train during 

the ride and talked to all the military family mem-

bers on the train, with the youngest passenger 

being a six-week-old whose daddy deployed that 

morning. 
 

After the ride, BNSF offi-

cials presented $20,000 to 

two nonprofit organiza-

tions that help military 

families in North Dakota. 

Maj. Gen. David Sprynczy-

natyk, North Dakota Na-

tional Guard adjutant 

general, accepted half of 

the amount for the North 

Dakota National Guard 

Foundation‘s Tragedy 
Assistance Program for 

Survivors. Shelle accepted 

$10,000 on behalf of Sol-

diers‘ Angels as well.  
 

―Our military members 

and their families do so 

much for our state and nation, and it is only 

fitting that at this special time of the year we pay 

tribute to them for their noble service and self-

less dedication to duty,‖ said Gov. Jack Dalrym-

ple, who attended the presentation ceremony. 

―We appreciate BNSF‘s donations and these 

organizations for the great work they are doing 

on behalf of military families.‖ 
 

Sprynczynatyk thanked BNSF for their military 
support and corporate citizenship, and men-

tioned how it has impacted military families. 

―Thanks to this (donation to TAPS) we will actu-

ally be able to send families to D.C. to meet with 

others who have lost a loved one in the Army, 

Navy, Air Force and Marines,‖ Sprynczynatyk 

said. In May, the Guard anticipates sending 30-35 

people who have lost a loved one in military 

service to TAPS‘ National Survivor Seminar and 

Good Grief Camp for children,  he said. 
 
 

Shelle Michaels Aberle has worked with the ser-

vice members, veterans and families in North 

Dakota since 2004 as a Soldiers' Angels volun-

teer, she said, "This generous holiday donation 

from BNSF shows how giving and supportive 

businesses and America as a whole are to our 

military. They just have to be given a way to 

showcase their support." Aberle will sit down 

with the family support staff from across North 

Dakota later this month to decide how to best 

use this funding to supporting all branches of the 

military in North Dakota. 
 

The train is supporting military families in Minne-

sota, Wisconsin, Illinois, South Dakota and Kan-

sas. 
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BNSF Railway gave a 
gift of both fun and 

fortune to North   
Dakota military     
families in December. 

Military Families   

enjoyed a ride on a 

vintage BNSF train. 

Holiday Express for Military Families 

“Our military 

members and 

their families do 

so much for our 

state and 

nation, and it is 

only fitting that 

at this special 

time of the year 

we pay tribute.” 

BNSF Railway officials presented checks for $10,000 to Maj. Gen. David Sprynczynatyk 

(to Santa's right), North Dakota adjutant general, for Tragedy Assistance Program for 

Survivors (TAPS) and Shelle Michaels Aberle (far left) with Soldiers Angels. 

http://www.bnsf.com/


This time it had nothing to do with storefront 

fundraisers, making/signing cards or collecting 

snacks.  These Angels branched out to do some-

thing brand new!  
 

Northern Virginia Angel Cindy McNanley held an 

amazing No-Sew Blanket event at the Sugarland 

Run Community Center in Sterling, VA for our 

wounded troops. On December 5, eight kind-

hearted ladies and two of their daughters all 

came together for a fun evening full of pizza, 

snacks, some fine wine, but—most importantly—

they arrived with the mindset and the hands to 

make beautiful Blankets of Hope for wounded 

heroes.  
 

With the spirit of community, everyone helped 

each other until every blanket was complete. All 

in all, eleven blankets were made that day: one 

by each of the ladies, and three by Cindy‘s two 

daughters Amanda and Cerrana.  
 

The ladies thoroughly enjoyed themselves!  As 
Angel Sandy commented, ―This event was a win-

win! Good friends getting together for a greater 

cause! Our son returned home recently from 

Iraq but I'm committed until they all come 

home!‖  Angel Donna agreed and added, ―Fun 

times by friends were made even better by 

knowing we are creating something special for 

someone else.‖  How true! 
 

Angel Cindy had planned on paying for the ship-

ping of all the blankets to Soldiers‘ Angels Ger-

many (which supports the wounded at Land-

suthl), but since the event was advertised and 

opened up to the public, blanket maker Donna 

polled the board of the Sugarland Run Home 

Owners Association (SRHOA) for shipping 

funds. The SRHOA were extremely generous 

and agreed to pay for all the blankets to be 

shipped over to Germany on Saturday, Decem-

ber 10.  
 

Angel Nijjar certainly reflected the feelings of 

everyone involved when she said, ―It is an honor 

to be a part of no-sew blanket, to thank our 

soldiers for their service. May God bless them 

and their families.‖ 
 

Thank you SRHOA for your kind donation & 

support!! Angel Cindy commented saying, ―This 

was my first time hosting an event for Soldiers‘ 
Angels. I loved doing it and everyone there had a 

great time. I would love to host an event again in 

the future.‖  
 

Thank you Angels, for all your hard work and for 

giving warmth, comfort and hope to our 

Wounded!  
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Blankets of Hope are 
given with love to 

wounded American 
heroes in Germany 
and the United States. 

“Our son 

returned home 

recently from 

Iraq, but I'm 

committed until 

they all come 

home!” 

Virginia Angels Do it Again! 

Blankets of Hope is a 
division of the Sewing 

Team . 

Eight Angelic ladies in Virginia recently spent an evening full of fun, food and fellowship in the cause of sup-

porting the wounded.  From left to right: Jan, Donna, Baljeet, Tina, Sunny, Cindy, Sandy and Amanda.  Cindy’s 

two daughters were also in attendance.  Together they made a total of eleven blankets to send to Germany. 



The "Angelic" Volunteers of Soldiers Angels are 

the heart and power behind the mission of en-

suring "No Soldier Go Unloved."  To honor 

these amazing volunteers, ―Angel of the Year‖ 

nominations were accepted in November.   
 

Angel Community Network Coordinator 

(CNC): Diane Moore.  Diane is tireless, set-

ting the standard for CNCs across the country 

with her consistent, creative and inclusive pro-
jects.  From assisting her local USO to sending 

10s of thousands of care packages to local de-

ployed units, Diane and her Angels are amazing. 
 

Angel Team Leader of the Year: Sharon 

Trombley.  The head of Angel Bakers, Sharon 

took over the team and led it seamlessly to con-

tinued excellence.  Each month, they send spe-

cially-made cookies, brownies, and other treats 

to units identified by Soldiers‘ Angels as needing 

extra Angel love. Sharon oversaw the expansion 

of the team to include birthday baking for de-

ployed heroes and is also a CNC. 
 

Angel of the Year: Elaine Hodges.  Elaine 

works with returning veterans in Palo Alto.  Her 

steady, determined work and big heart have a 

powerful impact on the veterans she encounters 

and supports there, and her enthusiasm draws 

many others into her work. 
 

Congratulations to Diane, Sharon and 

Elaine!  These three Angels will be honored at a 

special event in San Antonio next spring.  Stay 

tuned for details! 
 

Choosing just these three Angels was difficult, as 

there are so many great Angels accomplishing 

wonderful things in support of America‘s he-

roes.  If you know an Angel who deserves to be 

highlighted for his or her support for the troops, 

email newsletter@soldiersangels.org and he/she 

might be included in the next newsletter. 
 

Each Angel who gives what he or she can—in 

time, money or simply love—is a winner.  Sol-

diers‘ Angels would be nothing but an idea if not 

for the hundreds of thousands of winners who 

have given their hearts to the troops. 
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Congratulations to 
Diane, Sharon and 

Elaine!  They will be 
honored at a special 
event in San Antonio 

next spring.  Stay 
tuned for details! 

Duty led a Minnesota 
boy to greatness,  

acknowledged by be-
stowal of the Medal of 

Honor. 

And the Winners are... 

“Soldiers’ Angels 

would be nothing 

but an idea if not 

for the hundreds 

of thousands of 

winners who 

have given their 

hearts to the 

troops.” 

  

times of conflict, when physical courage is re-

quired; it's something we must carry with 

us.  Mike did what he had to do, what his con-

science and upbringing taught him was the appro-

priate (if possibly foolhardy) thing to do. 
 

I bring this up because as veterans, as support-

ers, as advocates, we must apply those lessons to 

ourselves, and measure our successes and ac-

complishments by the same yardstick.  We sup-
port our men and woman overseas and at home 

with all that we are capable of, because in doing 

that we touch upon that virtue, duty, and will not 

find ourselves lacking.  Just as Mike left school to 

support his family, and braved enemy fire to 

bring his comrades home, so must we ensure 

that we do all we can to not only ensure that 

those men and women on the front lines know 

we care about them, and love them, but also to 

ensure that memories of men like Mike are not 

lost to our collective consciousness. 
 

Mike passed away on December 30th, and I hope 

today you will take some time to think of him, 

his family, and all our men and women fighting 

the good fight as we enter this New Year.  Send 

a letter or card to someone serving, mail a pack-

age, visit a VA, but do something in memory of 

Mike and those like him who soldiered their way 

into greatness. 

soldier in reaching the American lines at great 

risk of his own life." 
 

His friends back in Minnesota hadn't apparently 

seen the greatness in Mike, asking him "How 

could a little twerp like you get the Medal of 

Honor?" 
 

I like to think that men and women like Mike are 
born with greatness, but it is only through free 

will and circumstance that others are able to see 

that greatness come to complete fruition.  On 

my barracks wall at The Citadel there is a plaque 

that has stuck in my mind's eye, even 20 years 

removed from my graduating the school, mainly 

because it was grammatically flawed, and didn't 

suffer from that deficiency.  It was a quote from 

Robert E. Lee that stated that "Duty is the sub-

limest word in the English language."  "Sublimest" 

isn't a word, but it ought to be.  In duty we find 

our salvation in choosing the hard right over the 

easy wrong.  It would have been easier for Mike, 

and presumably the family left behind if he had 

remained behind the tank that sheltered him, and 

waited for the fire to abate before going to 

check on his wounded brothers.  But, greatness 

doesn't allow that, and so he did his duty. 
 

But Duty doesn't miraculously appear only in 

(Continued from page 5) 

Duty & Greatness, continued... 

http://soldiersangels.org/index.php?mact=News,cntnt01,detail,0&cntnt01articleid=962&cntnt01returnid=150
http://soldiersangels.org/index.php?mact=News,cntnt01,detail,0&cntnt01articleid=931&cntnt01returnid=150
http://soldiersangels.org/angel-bakers.html
http://soldiersangels.org/index.php?mact=News,cntnt01,detail,0&cntnt01articleid=833&cntnt01returnid=150
http://soldiersangels.org/index.php?mact=News,cntnt01,detail,0&cntnt01articleid=833&cntnt01returnid=150


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BABIES, BABIES 

EVERYWHERE!  

 

Operation Top Knot (OTK) has 269 active an-

gels!  We have an awesome new Facebook page 

that is bringing in many new OTK 

families that need our help, as well 

as OTK angels to help out.  

  

The number of OTK families for 

"showering" has grown from 15 

per month to over 50 per month.  

WE NEED HELP! 

 

OTK is a virtual baby shower pro-

gram for military families expecting a baby or 

those with children under the age of two.  We 

will list the family's name in the month the baby 

is due or the next month after the nomination if 

the baby is already born.  The family can then 

expect to receive a "showering" of baby gifts via 

the U.S. Postal Service from angels all across the 

country.  Our angels love to craft, shop, sew, 

knit and crochet for these sweet little babies! 

 

The second annual Soldiers‘ Angels OTK baby 

shower will be held in San Antonio this month.  

To nominate a family for support, please go to: 

http://soldiersangels.org/otk-request.html.  Be 

sure to fill in each blank. 

 

Invite your friends to "like" us on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/

SAOperationTopKnot 

 

To download the OTK flyer:  

http://soldiersangels.org/downloads/otk-

trifold.pdf 

 
Karen Walaitis, OTK coordinator, 

sent the photo (in the sidear) of 

the Giving Tree at her son's ele-

mentary school.  The ornaments 

feature OTK families that the 

school community can shop for…  

Blue Star (Deployed family), Gold Star (Fallen 

family), Purple Heart (Wounded Warrior family).  

Karen also sent these photos of OTK babies 

sporting gifts that angels made for them. 

 

Happy New Year and thank you! 

 

Love, 

Dee :) 

 

Dee Jerge, Vice President-Sewing Team 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

 

 

Sewing Team Information & Contacts 

 

Please visit: 

http://soldiersangels.org/sewing-team.html 

 

Vice President—Sewing Team 

Director—Blankets of Hope 

Dee Jerge 

 

blanketsofhope@soldiersangels.org 

djerge@soldiersangels.org 

 

Sewing Team Newsletter 

Karen Giffin 

bohnewsletter@gmail.com 

 

Germany—Blankets of Hope 

Maryann Phillips 

mphillips@soldiersangels.org 

 

Sand and Cooling Scarves 

Sand Scarves – Anita Dice 

sandscarf@soldiersangels.org 

 

Cooling Scarves – Deborah Delcorio 

coolscarf@soldiersangels.org 

 

Crafts Corner/Crochet Team  

Deborah Delcorio 

crochet@soldiersangels.org 

 

Operation Top Knot 

Karen Walaitis 

optopknot@soldiersangels.org 

 

Patriot Pillowcases 
Katie Williams 

djerge@soldiersangels.org 
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OTK Team Leader 

Karen turned her son’s 
elementary school 
giving tree into sup-

port for the military 
families OTK sup-
ports. 

The number of 

OTK families 

for "showering" 

has grown from 

15 per month to 

over 50 per 

month. 

From the Sewing Team..  

The Sewing Team 
includes five sub-

teams putting their 
sewing (and even non-
sewing) skills to work.  

Check it out at 

www.soldiersangels.or
g/sewing-team. 

http://soldiersangels.org/otk-request.html
https://www.facebook.com/SAOperationTopKnot
https://www.facebook.com/SAOperationTopKnot
http://soldiersangels.org/downloads/otk-trifold.pdf
http://soldiersangels.org/downloads/otk-trifold.pdf


1792 E Washington Blvd 

Pasadena, CA 91104 
 

4408 N PanAm Expwy 
San Antonio, TX 78218 

Phone: 629-529-5114 
Fax: 626-529-5446 

E-mail: 
angels@soldiersangels.org 

Soldiers' Angels is a volunteer-led 501(c)(3) nonprofit providing aid and 
comfort to the men and women of the United States Army, Marines, Navy, 

Air Force, Coast Guard, and their families. Founded in 2003 by the mother 

of two American soldiers, its hundreds of thousands of Angel volunteers 
assist veterans, wounded and deployed personnel and their families in a 

variety of unique and effective ways.  

"May No Soldier Go Unloved," encapsulates the motivation behind Sol-
diers' Angels.   The volunteers of Soldiers' Angels work tirelessly to dem-

onstrate active care and concern for veterans, the wounded, deployed 
service members and their families.  

SOLDIERS’ ANGELS 

Back Page Story Headline 

May No Soldier Go Unloved 

 

www.soldiersangels.org 

Airmen of the 407th Air Expeditionary Group prepare to take-off on a C-17 Globemaster III cargo aircraft at 

Ali Air Base, Iraq, Dec. 18, 2011. These airmen are the last service members to fly out of Iraq. The last re-

maining U.S. airmen left Iraq per the Iraq and U.S. 2008 Security Agreement that required all U.S. service 

members to be out of the country by Dec. 31, 2011. Since 2003, more than 1 million airmen, soldiers, sailors 

and Marines have served in Iraq.  

Leaving Iraq 


