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Problem and Recommendation 

Problem:  Aviation assets in theater are limited in numbers 
and must fly with a minimum of two ships.   
  
 MEDEVAC aircraft are required to launch on short 
notice and need a dedicated chase aircraft that affords 
them protection while conducting operations. 
 
Recommendation: Arming one MEDEVAC aircraft and 
remove the distinctive emblem while conducting chase 
operations. 
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DISCUSSION 

• Precedence exists for arming aircraft that are dedicated to a MEDEVAC mission.  USAF HH60s in 
Afghanistan are dedicated MEDEVAC platforms with medical aid-man aboard and are armed.  
USMC uses CH46s in Iraq as medical evacuation platforms that are armed and have corpsman as 
crewmembers.  Both the USAF and USMC do not mark their aircraft with a distinctive emblem 
described in the Geneva Conventions. 
 

• Appendix A of FM 4-02.2 and STANAG 2931 indicates that “the camouflage of medical facilities 
may be ordered by a NATO commander of at least brigade level or equivalent.” O-6 Commanders 
may cover distinctive medical emblems and use the aircraft for other purposes.  The current 
proposal enables the MEDEVAC aircraft to conduct missions as a traditional MEDEVAC aircraft or 
upon orders to retrofit by covering crosses and arming aircraft and still provide enroute treatment  to 
patients. 
 

• Ground evacuation platforms (M997 and M113) in the US Army inventory are capable and 
authorized to cover distinctive emblem based on tactical situation in support of the  ground 
commander’s plan.  A similar option/flexibility should be afforded the Combat Aviation Brigade 
commander as the increased capabilities of the enemy to engage aircraft increases their 
vulnerability and if combined with intentional targeting of medical aircraft by the enemy creates 
substantial risk to medical aircraft, crews and patients. 
 

• Removing the distinctive emblem and arming the aircraft will cause medical personnel to lose their 
protected status of the Geneva Convention; however, the current enemy does not abide by the 
accepted law of armed conflict.  Removing distinctive emblem and arming the aircraft resulting in 
the loss of protected status for the gain of increased security and firepower is appropriate. 
 

• The definition of Medical Evacuation (FM 4-02.2) describes a dedicated platform, it does not require 
an unarmed platform be utilized to execute the mission. 
 
 
 



LOBOS 

FACTS  

• Legal review supports recommended course of action 
 

• “the camouflage of medical facilities may be ordered by a NATO commander of at least brigade 
level or equivalent.” (Appendix A of FM 4-02.2 and STANAG 2931)  
 

• MEDEVAC definition:  dedicated MEDEVAC platform with allocated medical equipment specifically 
designed for the purpose of enroute care by trained medical personnel (FM 4-02.2) 
 

• CASEVAC definition:  the movement of casualties aboard non-medical vehicles or aircraft (FM 4-
02.2) 
 

• “The medical aircraft shall bear, clearly marked, the distinctive emblem together with their national 
colors on their upper, lower, and lateral surfaces.” (STANAG 2931 and FM 4-02.2, APP A) 
 

• “The mounting or use of offensive weapons on dedicated medical evacuation aircraft jeopardizes 
the protections afforded by the Geneva Conventions.  These offensive weapons may include, but 
are not limited to machine guns…” (STANAG 2931 and FM 4-02.2, APP A) 
 

• “Medical aircraft…may not be the object of attack, but shall be respected by the Parties to the 
conflict, while flying at heights, at times and on routes specifically agreed upon between the Parties 
to the conflict concerned.” (GC II, Chapter V, Art 39) 
 

• Dual ship is required for all combat missions (MNCI CDR requirement)   
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Recommend COA: One MEDEVAC Aircraft Armed 

Concept: 
 
•Lead aircraft maintains red crosses and no 
M240s 
 
•Remove red crosses from chase only 
MEDEVAC aircraft (C/2-227) 
 
•Arm chase MEDEVAC aircraft with two M240s 
 
•Carousels and Flight Medic in both aircraft 

Advantages: 
 
•Increases protection of crew, patients and 
aircraft 
 

•Mission remains internal to the MEDEVAC 
company   
 

•Improved response time based on no external 
coordination required for escort (AH64D/UH60L) 
 

•Allows for treatment of up to 4 critically injured 
patients w/in team (cannot do with AH64D or 
UH60L escort) 
 

•Allows Attack and Assault aircraft to focus on 
their primary mission 

Disadvantages: 
 
•Requires 10 FMC C/2-227 aircraft (12 auth) 
 

•Requires addressing removal of red crosses 
 

•Must cover and uncover crosses depending on 
mission of aircraft 

Issues: 
 
•Requires covering crosses from escort 
aircraft 
 
•M240s not assigned to C/2-227 
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QUESTIONS 
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